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THE Last few weeks following the Poznan in- 

surrection there has been subtle yet pervasive 
change the tone and direction Communist 
pronouncements and preoccupations. Though there 
has been abrupt reversal basic policies, the 


main stress the regimes’ propaganda machines, 
which for months after the Soviet Congress had 
been the political implications the de-Stalinization campaign, has now been shifted 
focus the people’s standard living. This shift has been most noticeable Poland 
and Hungary, the two countries where the intellectual ferment the previous months had 
erupted most vigorously. appears that both these countries the regimes have con- 
tinued ascribe more significant role the intellectuals, and that the 
ess democratization—more attention “Socialist legality,” the release many prisoners, 
the rehabilitation former Communists and others, freer discussions Parliament, 
will maintained. But the intellectuals, particularly writers the mass-circulation 
press, have now been set definite limits their newly-acquired prerogatives; 
process liberalization has been slowed down. What has been promised now being 
implemented, but more cautiously. seems that the Poznan incident shocked the regimes 
into the realization that maximum ferment and liberalization, when combined with 
minimum economic concessions the people, results open challenge the 
Party’s dictatorial rule. 


both Poland and Hungary important plenary sessions the Central Com- 
mittee have recently been held. These meetings approved changes top Party leadership, 
and discussed major aspects the Party’s political and economic programs. Poland, 
the most important shift Party personnel was the promotion Edward Gierek, Roman 
Nowak and Adam Rapacki full members the and Stefan Jedrychow- 
ski and Eugeniusz Stawinski alternate members; Hungary, Matyas Rakosi was re- 
placed Erno Gero leader the Party, and Janos Kadar, Gyorgy Marosan, Karoly 
Kiss and Jozsef Revai were elected the Politburo, while Sandor Gaspar and Sandor 
Ronai were promoted alternate members. The striking fact about number these 
new top leaders that they not fit the usual description Party bureaucrats: some 
were former Social Democrats, others are Communists who had long lived the West, 
and number them had been complete partial eclipse for the last few years. 


Both Plenums endorsed the current liberalization, yet sternly warned that 
would not tolerated. both cases, many pronouncements were made the alleged 
concern the regimes now feel for the people’s living standard, and the latest versions 
the Five Year Plans were presented reflecting this shift emphasis. Analysis the 
figures now released targets for 1960 reveal, however, that the verbal promises are 
not the main backed meaningful revisions economic planning. Industry, 
particularly heavy industry, still given first priority and the general outlines the 
latest plans not differ materially from those designed and carried out the harsher 
days Stalinism. appears, fact, that fairly rigid directives have been issued 
Moscow the various Satellite regimes, including those Poland and Hungary, setting 
high industrial targets and detailing closer, areawide cooperation their implementation. 
The concrete economic concessions, opposed regime propaganda, are therefore fairly 
uniform throughout the area: except for such emergency measures larger allocation 
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funds raise wages and the new encouragement given private artisans Poland, 
and cancellation the annual “State loan” Hungary, economic policies these two 
countries not differ substantially from those their neighbors. 


Areawide economic concessions lately promised calculated help 
raise the people’s standard living without retarding rapid industrialization, entail 
promised de-emphasis military expenditures, including some reductions the military 
establishment, re-examination the status and obligations the with the obvi- 
ous intention increasing agricultural production, and campaign cope with rising 
unemployment. Countries which have recently cut the size their armed forces are: 
Czechoslovakia, 10,000; Hungary, 15,000; Romania, 20,000; Poland, 50,000. 


Czechoslovakia, following the Party Conference, which restricted the scope 
ferment that country, the National Assembly was convened, and approved declara- 
tion embodying the main aspects the program laid down the Conference. The As- 
sembly also passed bill constitutional amendments dealing with the powers Slovak 
national organs. The new provisions apparently will further the present 
campaign for economic decentralization; they are not intended affect the political auto- 
nomy Slovakia. 


Poland and Hungary, plenary session the Central Committee was recently 
held the Romanian Party. Characteristically, the topics discussed were far 
stricted scope than either the two other countries. The main preoccupation the 
body was with agricultural affairs, and more specifically the current collectivization cam- 
paign. The latest figures released indicate that, the first half the year, households 
collective farms and peasant associations rose from 390,000 The Romanian 
sector” agriculture, including State farms, now comprises 29.3 percent the 
entire arable land the country. the Central Committee dealing with 
collectives introduced number relatively minor concessions designed make the kol- 
khozes more attractive resisting peasants. Similarly, move aimed conciliating 
workers, the Romanian National Assembly recently modified several provisions the labor 
code, increasing the power the labor unions and granting the individual worker num- 
privileges. including some say about his transfer from one place work another. 


Top Bulgarian leaders recently travelled the Soviet Union, where they held num- 
ber conferences with First Deputy Premier Mikoyan and Politburo member 
Shortly after the recent death Foreign Minister Mincho Neichev, the Bulgarian 
National Assembly was convened one-day extraordinary session. elected, new 
Foreign Minister, Karlo former Ambassador Moscow and, like his prede- 
cessor, member the Central Committee. With respect foreign affairs, 
important statement was recently made Bulgarian Premier Yugov who, article 
Pravda, rejected federation this time. 
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CHOSLOVAKIA advertising the sale packaged power 

stations “for export, particular for the underdevel- 
oped countries.” Poland recently managed dig 
Polish Moslem railway engineer and sent him praise 
Polish Communism’s attitude toward Moslems the Grand 
Mufti Damascus. Romanian cement exports the 
Near, Middle and Far East were times larger 1955 
than 1953. 

the century and half since the industrial revolution 
burst out from the coal pits England, its tide has finally 
lapped around the world. The underdeveloped countries 
Asia and Africa are eager, prepared unprepared, 
plunge into that tide. Increasingly, they want not only the 
products industrialization but the means. 

apparent that industrialization can come these 
areas either under the aegis the Soviet system the 
non-Communist West. either case, political, social and 
cultural influence high order will concomitant 
the new factories, the new railways, the new power grids. 
the last year, the Satellite bloc has very forcefully thrust 
itself into the current Soviet effort make that dominating 
influence the Soviet one. Increased trade, increased tech- 
nical aid, increased cultural exchange, 
mollification the underdeveloped countries have all been 
part this program. 

Increase trade major aspect the campaign. 
the last year there has been great rise the number 
trade agreements and treaties between the Satellite coun- 
tries and the underdeveloped areas. 
had trade discussions and come payments agreement 
with the Sudan (May 1955), concluded first long-term 
trade and payments agreement with Egypt (July 1955), 
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“Colonialism” shown the clenched fist Africa. 
Zotnierz Polski (Warsaw), May 1956 


first trade agreement with Ceylon (December 1955 
Ethiopia (April 1956), Indonesia (May) and Yemen and 
also extended the 1953 trade with India for 
another year, extended and expanded its long-term trade 
and payments agreement with Lebanon, extended previous 
agreements with Syria, Turkey, Burma and Afghanistan, 
and signed “industrial development” agreement with 
Indonesia. 


Poland signed trade agreements with Indonesia (Septem- 


ber 1955), with Syria (October 1955), with Burma (No- 
vember 1955), Ceylon and Saudi 
1955), Lebanon (January 1956), Pakistan (February 


1956), India (April 1956). 

Bulgaria this year concluded agreements with Egypt 
March), Abyssinia and India (April), Burma (May 
Syria, Indonesia, Lebanon and Ceylon (June) 

Romania this year concluded agreements with Burma 


February), India and Ceylon (March), Syria (June) and 
Egypt (July). 
Hungary signed agreements this year with Syria (May 


and Ceylon (June), and negotiations for long-term ex- 
tension the present agreement with Egypt were reported. 


These trade agreements (it must noted that the list- 
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Imports Soviet Bloc Countries from Underdeveloped Countries, 1953, 1954 and 1955 


Country 


Algeria 
Belgian Congo 
Egypt 

French Morocco 
Fr. Africa 


Gold Coast 


Iran 

Iraq ono 
Jan.-Sept 


Nigeria 


Jan.-Oct 
Syria 

in.-Se pt 
Tunisia 

Jan.-Sept 


India ores 


Indonesia 


Malaya 


Year 


1953 
1954 

1955 
1953 
1954 

1955 
1953 
1954 

1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1953 
1954 


1955 


a-Less than 500 dollars. 


Bulgaria 


Thousands American Dollars 


Czechoslovakia 


1,061 
1,259 


2,/99 


nm 
CO 


10,648 


907 


Hungary 


221 


1.657 


Poland 


998 
821 
701 


8,262 
1,591 
1,650 


5,429 


b-Not available. 


Romania 


a 


USSR 


1,470 


1.690 
10,114 
20,399 


13,216 
18.564 
17.059 

125 
283 


Total Bloc 
incl. Albania and 
Sovzone Germany 


2,703 
4,743 
4,938 
37,840 
44,901 
81,541 
1,874 
2,963 
9,581 
841 
2,059 
10,123 
20,400 
7,839 
16,566 
20,296 
20,657 
126 
949 
1,079 
634 
656 
418 
737 
721 
2,908 
135 
1,110 


857 


7,224 
10,626 
8,579 
6,737 
27,663 
13,566 
10,310 
11,915 
12,510 
7,582 


5,238 


c-No return made. 


; b b b b b b ; 
36 c c c 
282 17,332 5,261 7,66 
287 25,284 11,921 11,58 20,157 
l 210 65 
275 505 1,451 1,740 
Jan.-Nov. - - > 
1,967 322 
439 29 389 —- |_| 
242 109 574 1,359 
414 559 5,284 
125 763 5,192 
3,758 1,633 631 276 
2,748 12,821 1,446 
109 2,471 112 7,555 
344 1,194 9.907 
699 1,195 435 7,353 
847 231 3.638 


Exports Soviet Bloc Countries Underdeveloped Countries, 1953, 1954 and 


T . \ Total Bloc 
incl. Albania ana 


Country Year Czechoslovakia Hungary Poland Romania Sovzone Germany 
1953 473 373 116 2,266 159 3,387 
1954 648 210 283 1,287 
1955 371 852 119 197 1,631 
Belgian Congo ..... 1953 736 151 960 
1954 972 142 129 1,292 
1955 909 408 115 1,474 
1953 2.310 3,184 5,803 3.007 14,133 37,966 
1954 252 3,663 1,353 6,649 26,161 
1955 10,646 2,033 1,433 11,088 6,647 34,830 
French Morocco ... 1953 856 609 5,983 
1954 1,823 375 361 328 2,932 
1955 2,121 415 944 258 166 3,914 
1955 377 106 573 
1953 1,855 138 112 2,122 
1954 2,439 218 119 2,922 
Jan.-Nov. 1955 3,176 362 230 4,445 
1954 5,657 1,226 857 13,450 21,190 
1955 4,010 1,018 370 20,330 25,783 
1954 1,962 852 553 336 3,723 
Jan.-Sept. 1955 1,891 372 685 622 3,653 
1953 1,524 298 718 2.568 
Jan.-Sept. 1955 1,780 155 1,128 345 
1954 3,664 514 384 5,374 
1955 710 105 7,669 
1954 3,534 488 5,184 232 11,094 
Jan.-Oct. 1955 1,607 502 1,288 116 
1954 192 1,692 811 355 1,361 116 
Jan.-Sept. 1955 253 1,851 694 201 669 159 3,827 
1954 169 185 502 
Jan.-Sept. 1955 186 125 518 
1954 1,429 199 115 1,755 
1955 1,443 108 123 1,739 
1954 495 394 1,066 
1955 624 769 128 1,612 
1953 2,704 199 345 931 
1954 2,789 188 236 2,367 6,410 
1955 4,241 559 2,787 737 5,980 15,107 
1954 7,766 2,570 900 560 17,796 
1955 17,363 8,271 2,908 1,692 
1954 2,183 583 815 
1954 827 158 248 1,353 
1955 427 120 142 718 
a-Less than 500 dollars. b-Not available. c-No return made. 


From United States Department Commerce, Bureau Foreign Commerce, Washington, 
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Trade Soviet Bloc with Underdeveloped Countries, 
1953, 1954 and 1955 
Thousands American Dollars 
Total Soviet Bloc 
USSR and European 
Satellites 1953 1955 
Imports 110,198 


95.696 


191,507 
Exports 149,179 
hoslovakia 


Imports 


18.860 
Exports 60,024 
Hungary 
Imports 19,225 
Exports 


Poland 


12,409 


Imports 1,957 


Exports 12,211 


Data not available for French West Africa, Iraq, Syria 
and Burma 1953. 


Source: Preceding tables. 


ing above not necessarily complete) include only frac- 
tion all Satellite trade with the underdeveloped areas. 
The tables give the available figures this trade. 

Aside from the obvious marked increases total trade 
with almost all underdeveloped countries, one the most 
striking facts indicated the tables the very large share 
the total Soviet bloc trade taken the Satellites. 
1955, three these countries—Czechoslovakia, Hungary 
and Poland—handled percent the imports the 
whole European Soviet bloc, including the USSR, and 
percent the exports. This slight increase from 
1953, when the figures were and percent respectively. 
East Germany, which does sizable trade with the un- 
derdeveloped added, these percentages rise not- 
ably. These figures are indicative the degree which 
the Soviet Union using the European Satellites weap- 
ons and tools its drive for Asian-African influence, de- 
spite the severe economic problems those countries. 

Poland, Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), April 17, 1956, 
stated that 1954, 2.6 percent Poland’s total exports 
had gone Asia exclusive Communist China (which 
received 4.3 percent), and 1955 this figure increased 
(3.8 percent for China). Africa, 1954 ex- 
ports were 0.7 percent the total; 1955 this was 0.6 
percent. 1955, therefore, percent total Polish ex- 
ports went Asia (exclusive China) and Africa—an 
area roughly conterminous with the underdeveloped coun- 
tries. This percentage export was higher than any 
single country except the Soviet Union (30.5 percent), 
the GDR, Czechoslovakia and Great Britain (8.5 percent). 

Polish imports from Asia (exclusive China) 1954 
were 2.1 percent total imports (China provided 3.3 per- 
cent). 1955 this rose 2.9 percent (3.8 percent from 
China Imports from Africa were 0.7 percent 1954, 
1.1 percent 1955. The 1955 combined imports from Asia 
(exclusive China) 


3.4 percent 


and Africa were therefore percent 
the total, figure higher than from any individual coun- 


try except the USSR (33.7 percent), the GDR, Czecho- 
slovakia and Great Britain 

The picture indicated the export figures particularly 
interesting. They portray shift weight exports: the 
percentage exports Communist China (the major 
underdeveloped country within the Soviet orbit) went 
down, that the non-Communist underdeveloped coun- 
tries Asia went up. 

further indication the increasing velocity Satel- 
lite trade with underdeveloped areas, the opening 
new frontiers, the contrast between the 1956 Romania- 
Ceylon trade agreement and the previous state trade 
these two countries. The agreement provides for the Ro- 
manian export machinery, cement factories, cement, elec- 
trical equipment, window glass, plywood boxes, wheat flour, 
newsprint, paper and textiles. Romania will import from 
Ceylon, tea, rubber, coconut oil, copra, coir fiber, 
1955, Romanian exports Ceylon amounted $1,000, 
mostly windowglass, and there were Ceylonese exports 
Romania. 

Although most Satellite discussions trade with back- 
ward areas are the straightforward tone business- 
man interested simple mutual profit, there frequently 
hint underlying political import. The Czechoslovak 
Economic Bulletin,* February 1956, after discussing the 
mutual advantages trade with the underdeveloped coun- 
tries, 


“In bilateral negotiations, while paying special regard 
the countries with underdeveloped economy, Czecho- 
slovakia expresses her willingness negotiate adjustments 
stabilize prices, and firmly supports the interests 
countries producing raw materials and encourages their 
sensible endeavors for agreements protect themselves 
against the chaotic oscillations the world markets. 
With due respect the national pride her trade part- 
ners those countries, which have made great progress 
the development their own economy, Czechoslovakia 


This English-language monthly digest economic informa- 
tion, stressing foreign trade very heavily, published Prague 
the Czechoslovak Chamber Commerce. 


The Uhersky Brod engineering works also produce mobile boring equipment for coal and oil 
prospecting. Used widely in Czechoslovakia it is being exported to People’s China and India. 


Picture and caption from Life (Prague), March 1956 
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“Model [Polish] sugar plant exported China.” Polish Foreign Trade (Warsaw). No. (6), 1955 
following and will continue follow only mutual Soviet Premier Bulganin, interview with Mexican 
economic interests. journalist (broadcast Spanish Latin America 
The implication here plain: trade with the countries June 5), made explicit contrast between American and 


the “Socialist camp” the interest underdeveloped Soviet trade and aid: 
countries and does not offend their dignity; trade with 


“Any help given the United States subject con- 
the “colonial capitalist countries” not their interests, 


ditions military and economic nature. Point 

offensive their dignity. Four Truman’s declaration aid underdeveloped 
The implicit contrast with such descriptions Ameri- countries has turned into intervention these nations, 
can activities the following, from the Cominform journal has happened with Turkey and Iran and many others. 
For Lasting Peace, for People’s Democracy! (Bucha- are against all this. consider that 
rest), March 23, 1956: tion should not imply obligations political and even 


Some American propagandists are depicting Dulles 


lightning visit the South East Asian countries one 
friendship and peace. But this doesn’t square with the 
facts. was Dulles’ object seek for ways and means 
suppressing the growing liberation struggle the Asian 
peoples and disrupting their increasing unity, sup- 
pressing the dissatisfaction the Asian peoples with the 
colonialists’ schemes, with their policy setting mili- 
tary blocs and also their interference the domestic 
affairs sovereign States the interest monopolies. 


tions with India these fundamental principles. that 
country are erecting large steel mill which will pro- 
duce million tons year. could say the same 
thing about our collaboration with Burma. 


The same political point was made Kozgazdasagi 
Szemle (Budapest), March 1956, article entitled 
“The Significance Trade Relations with Underdeveloped 


Under the guise working out new and more flexible “These countries belong the capitalist world. How- 
foreign policy Asia, the imperialists want ever, many them turned against imperialism and seek 
impose their bankrupt ‘positions strength’ policy the economic and political independence. Recently they have 
Asian peoples.” tried expand their economic relations with the Social- 
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ist means necessary goods with- 
out special conditions, the basis equality and non- 
interference domestic affairs, coupled 
logical assistance. Hungarians built the railway bridge 


over the Nile Helouan and the power plant Tabin 
Egypt.” 


Industrialization 


The Communists have been giving the greatest emphasis 
their help the construction plants and factories, 


power stations and railroads—the tools industrialization. 


Czechoslovak Minister Foreign Trade Richard Dvorak 
gave interview Pravda, reprinted Za- 
hranicni Obchod Prague), No. 1956, which listed 
some this capital equipment supplied his country: 


“The volume Czechoslovak foreign trade the past 
year was increased, and Czechoslovakia trades with almost 
all the countries the important place 
this group States assumed economically under- 
developed countries. Trade relations have considerably 
extended with Iran, which Czechoslovakia delivered 
equipment for sugar-processing plant, power stations, 
equipment for ice production, bridges, etc., with Egypt, 
whom export locomotives and pumps, with Syria 
sugar plants, refineries, starch factories, glucose plants), 
Afghanistan (cement factory), Turkey 
textile machinery), Lebanon (automobile repair station 
and with other countries the East. important place 
in Czechoslovak trade is taken by countries of South East 
Asia—India, Burma, Indonesia, Pakistan, Thailand, Cey- 
lon. The exchange goods with these countries 


in- 
creased 1955 compared with 1953 percent. 

Trade with India will develop markedly the com- 
ing period when the orders for machinery, sugar factories, 
power stations and other installations well railway 
locomotives and cars will fulfilled.” 


Czechoslovakia has established foreign trade corpora- 
tion, Technoexport, which specializes the export com- 
plete industrial installations, delivering “cotton fabric weav- 
ing mills, cotton fabric dressing plants, dyeing and spraying 
works (machine print, film print), knitting works and flax 
and hemp beating works,” according the Czechoslovak 
Economic Bulletin, April 1956. These installations are 
obviously appropriate agricultural countries entering the 
first stages industrialization, enabling them engage 
the relatively simple processes transforming their own 
raw materials into finished fabric. Thus their dependence 
foreign manufacture reduced, and with the profits 
manufacture their own hands, they can push toward 
higher levels industrialization. 

Hungary too participating this export capital 
goods. Kozgazdasagi Szemle (Budapest), January 1956, 
stated: 


“Trade with the economically backward nations in- 
creasing. shall particularly step the export ma- 
chines and equipment, thereby contributing the indus- 
trialization these countries. 1956, for instance, will 
export Diesel locomotives and railway coaches Egypt, 
steam locomotives and vegetable oil production equipment 
India. Egypt will also export pumping installa- 
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tions. 


Particularly significant the export power 
plant equipment the installations Ikiz-Dere Tur- 
key and Tabin Egypt.” 

Poland seems specializing somewhat the export 
transportation equipment. Radio Warsaw, January 
announced that the Central Bureau Projects and Studies 
the Ministry Road and Air Transport would design 
and construct motor repair station for Burma, “modern 
car servicing station” for Syria, and “revolving bridges” 
for Egypt. 

curious chapter Poland’s relations with the under- 
developed areas involved contract, signed December 28, 
1955, for Polish firm rebuild the Saudi-Arabian sec- 
tion the Hadjaz (Damascus-Medina) Railroad. The 
Moslem countries Africa and the Near East are, 
course, currently the objects particularly intense political 
maneuver the Soviet Union, and Trybuna Ludu (War- 
saw), December 31, made clear the political import the 
Hadjaz contract: 

“The Poles have won the contract. This will known 

the whole Moslem world, which will watch the work 

with interest and impatience. the exemplary imple- 
mentation this great project, can earn the permanent 
sympathy and friendship the Moslems.” 


For this project the Poles sent, among other technicians, 
the Polish Moslem railway engineer mentioned above. 
(There are Moslems Poland, descendants 
Tartar war prisoners brought Poland about 500 years 
ago.) Trybuna December 24, published long ar- 
ticle about the good work done for Polish-Moslem friend- 
ship Bekir Assanowicz. Upon arrival Damascus, 
reported, Assanowicz visited the Syrian Grand Mufti, 
Abdul Jusser Abdin, conveyed him the greetings 
Polish Moslems, expressed the desire for closer relations be- 
tween Syrian Moslems and their Polish brethren, and 
praised the freedom religion under Communist rule. 
The Grand Mufti later returned the visit the Polish 
Consulate Damascus, stating that what had learned 
the New Poland and Polish Moslems would soon reach 
other Moslem countries. 

Despite all this good work Bekir Assanowicz, and de- 
spite the first-class publicity sense displayed the Polish 
regime sending him, the Saudi Arabian railroad direc- 
tor May announced, without explanation, that the Polish 
contract had been cancelled. Poland had won the contract 
with the lowest bid among companies representing nine 
nations. possible that the railway management realized 
that the low Polish bid was politically inspired and regime 
subsidized, and did not reflect the competence the 
Polish company. 


Arms 


There was very probably 
subsidy inherent the much-publicized arms deal last 
Fall between Czechoslovakia and Egypt. was indica- 
tive the Soviet Union’s desire make the Satellites, 
particularly Czechoslovakia, the economic spearhead 
the drive for influence Africa and Asia. The deal con- 
sisted exchange arms—aircraft, tanks, anti-tank 


sp 


weapons and light arms—for Egyptian cotton. has been 
reliably reported that the valuation put upon the arms for 
trading purposes was extremely low, perhaps one-third 
the cost similar equipment the West. 

the beginning 1956, result this deal, Czecho- 
slovakia was the largest single importer Egyptian cotton 
(nearly million lbs. December 1956), 
followed Romania (2.5 million addition, there 
are reports that Egypt building credits with Com- 
munist China applied either purchases further 
Czechoslovak arms industrial equipment from the 
Satellites. Under the agreement with China, Egypt 
trade £10 million (Egyptian) worth cotton for mil- 
lion (Egyptian) worth Chinese goods; the resulting 
million credit will used elsewhere the Soviet bloc. 

Currently, negotiations are progress between Czecho- 
slovakia and Syria for trade agreement include the 
delivery Czechoslovak arms. thus continuing upset 
the fragile balance power the Near East, the Com- 
munists are blatantly striving utilize the anti-Israel feel- 
ings the Arab world wedge open that world 
their influence and interests. that end, Communist 
pronouncements the subject arms the Arabs at- 
tempt identify Israel and the non-Communist West 
the one hand, the Soviet bloc and the Arab States the 
other. This way interrupts the reiterated Communist 
avowals concern for peace. Czechoslovak 
Viliam Siroky, press conference broadcast Radio 
Prague May 24, demonstrated this well: 


“We are deeply convinced that the development 


Caption reads: “Mohamed Wasfy Hussin works shoe-produc- 
tion machine the Svit plant Gottwaldov. one the 
workers from Egypt who, with agreements tech- 
nical cooperation, are becoming acquainted with technical 
tion and the organization work our country. They will apply 
their experiences their own new plant Egypt, now being built 
there with Czechoslovak cooperation.” 


Prace (Prague), January 24, 1956 


trade relations the basis equality between Czecho- 
slovakia state the Socialist type and the nations 
which are striving strengthen their independence serves 
one aim only: that strengthening peace throughout the 
world. the time when Czechoslovakia was subject, 
may say, unqualified attacks because she had signed 
trade agreement with Egypt and the basis this trade 
agreement undertaken the obligation deliver military 
equipment the Egyptian Republic, stated then that 
this was completely keeping with our policy strength- 
ening peace throughout the world, because hoslovakia 
not deliver and would under circumstances deliver 
military equipment which would serve for aggressive pur- 
poses war provocations. 

“We are carrying negotiations for the further devel- 
opment mutual trade relations with Syria. Syria also 
unquestionably interested military affairs well. Tell 
me, however, why you only notice Czechoslovakia, which 
for honest reasons making deliveries those nations 
the subject exploitation? 
Why you address this question the Czechoslovak 


which were until recently 
Government only. Why you not, for instance, 
address this question the Government Her 
the Queen Great Britain, the Government the 
French Republic the Canadian 
that the Canadian Government delivered 
up-to-date fighter planes Israel.” 


Government? 


know recently 


Training Personnel 


part the Egyptian arms deal, Czechoslovakia 
training groups Egyptian pilots the use jet aircraft. 
There has also been unofficial report that training 
camp for Egyptian pilots was organized Poland. This 
training men use modern arms one small aspect 
much larger problem. major stumbling block the 
explosive transition industrial society posed the 
necessity training men the usages and skills the 
machine. (An amusing example the dangers raised the 
lack such expertise was the recent report that Burma, 
where Communist trade very rapidly growing, there has 
been great, overpowering glut cement from the 
USSR, Czechoslovakia and 


houses were jammed, docks overflowing, cement from burst 


other bloc countries; ware- 
bags was thick the wharves. 

part their program dominating the 
zation underdeveloped areas, the Soviet bloc arranging 
train technicians the various countries with which 
they trade. Some these are brought the Soviet 
trained Lidova 


(Prague), January 27, 1956, reported that five Egyptian 


and there. For example, 
technicians were working the Svit shoe manufacturing 
machinery plant Gottwaldov. The plant was making 
machinery for shoe-factory built Egypt, and the 
Egyptians will return home instructors. 

Much more common the sending Satellite scien- 
tists, engineers and technicians the underdeveloped coun- 
tries train workers there new machines and new tech- 
niques. The Czechoslovak Economic Bulletin, April 1956, 
gave typical example this discussing “cement 
works for output 400 tons Portland cement 
hours” which had been delivered India: 
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Among the most recent exhibitions held in Prague was a most successful one on Indian creatiy< 
art, beth classical and modern. The exhibition was visited by President Zipotocks (left) and 
Prime Minister Siroky (centre), with Mr. B. C. Sanjal, leader of a delegation of Indian artists. 


Picture and caption from Czechoslovak Life (Prague), March, 1956 


shops and laboratories were supplied 
along with the equipment. Construction and assembly 
will carried out under the supervision Czechoslovak 
engineers and fitters and during the assembly 
operation the works Czechoslovak experts will train 
Indian workers service the machines. Following the 
order from Afghan firm last year, the contract the 
Indian firm represents new success for the Czechoslovak 
engineering industry this part the world which 
making rapid progress rectifying the results years 
neglect regards the industrialization the country.” 


Also typical this statement the ever-present refer- 
ence the crimes the “capitalist colonial countries” 
which, plainly implied, have long denied the under- 
developed areas the world the precious secrets indus- 
trialization. 

This training industrialization, carried out wherever 
industrial installations are rising under the guidance 
Soviet bloc engineers and technicians, one the most 
important Soviet stratagems its struggle for dominance. 
The technicians trained are the future leaders their 
countries, the apostles new societies. the Communists 
manage that these men have been oriented their 
training toward the Soviet bloc, have absorbed Soviet atti- 
tudes, think Soviet terms, are grateful the Soviets for 
their skills, then the Communists will have won most 
important victory. 


Trade Exhibits 


The Soviet bloc has made much use trade fairs and 
exhibitions throughout the underdeveloped areas, which 
they attempt dazzle the prospective trade partners with 
the variety and quality Communist-made 


goods, the fecundity Communist economy, the advantages 
trade with the Communists. Czechoslovakia the lead- 
ing Satellite participant these affairs. The very rapid 
increase this participation was pointed out Statis- 
ticky Obzor (Prague), No. 10, 1955. stated that both 
1953 and 1954, Czechoslovakia had participated total 
trade fairs, which 1953 one was Asia, one 
Africa. 1954, participated three fairs Asia, none 
Africa. 1955 the number leaped nine Asia, three 
Africa, out total thirty. 1956, stated, when 
approximately the same number fairs scheduled, there 
are eight Asia, five Africa. 

partial listing the fairs and exhibitions attended 
Czechoslovakia includes: New Delhi, Rangoon, Addis 
Ababa, Kabul (after which the Czechoslovak exhibit was 
continued mobile display trucks touring 
Afghanistan Beirut and Casablanca, Izmir and Damascus. 

Poland, according Radio Warsaw, December 25, 1955, 
will this year participate fairs Izmir, Damascus, New 
Delhi, and Casablanca. 

Hungarian trade exhibits include Bombay, Djakarta and 
Kabul. unofficial German report states that Bulgaria 
this year would participate fairs Tunis, Damascus and 
Smyrna, and special travelling exhibit would visit Bom- 
bay, Rangoon and Djakarta. Romania this year partici- 
pate fairs Surabaya, Izmir and Damascus, and will 
establish one year “permanent exhibition” Cairo. 

The Soviet bloc takes every advantage these bazaars. 
They thorough publicity job, the finest tradition 
the capitalist public relations expert. the December 
1955 New Delhi fair, for example, the official fair guide 
carried almost 100 pages advertisements from Com- 
munist countries, less than half dozen pages from the 
countries the free West. 

addition these exhibitions other countries, 
increasing number delegations are coming from the 
underdeveloped areas the industry the Soviet 
bloc. Recent visitors Moscow have described teem- 
ing with Asians and Africans scores different na- 
tionalities. the Satellites too this flow visitors led 
carefully-guided inspections the showpieces Com- 
munist industry, and their dutiful pronouncements praise 
are given the widest propaganda use throughout the un- 
derdeveloped countries. typical statement was made 
the leader Egyptian trade delegation Bulgaria 
early March 18, 1954, according the Bulgarian Tele- 
graph Agency: 

“Our delegation was greatly surprised the immense 
progress achieved the Bulgarian People’s Republic 
the past five years. visited several plants great 

capacity and even saw industrial towns, like Dimitrov- 
grad, which were not the map just few years ago. 
were also impressed the speed with which Bulgarian 
workers have mastered their jobs, thing which other 
countries takes many years achieve. The satisfactory 
and wonderful results achieved you will encourage us, 
because are also planning set out the road to- 
wards the industrialization our country.” 


Even were these delegates from the underdeveloped 
countries permitted view the human misery caused 
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Communist industrialization, would have little relevance 
for them. They are used human misery, they live 
vast sea it. For them, they plan the factories and rail- 
ways which they believe the only way out that sea, 
the results claimed the Communists are often promise 
enough. 

Very rarely, apparent that the gap between Com- 
munist claims and Communist accomplishment too wide 
for even the most willing delegations. Romania, after 
visit Egyptian delegation headed that country’s 
Minister Communications, Scinteia (Bucharest), August 
31, 1955 allowed the following wry comment the dele- 
gation leader slip into print: 


“During our visit were impressed the welcome 
extended officials and private persons wherever 
went. were also deeply impressed the factories 
and machine-building plants visited, and those 
were told about but were unable see, which are, per- 
haps, nicer and more remarkable than those saw.” 


line with this quickened activity delegations and 
exhibitions, more and more countries the underdevel- 
oped areas are opening diplomatic relations with the 
less than one month, April May this 
year, for example, Czechoslovakia appointed its first Min- 
ister Burma, opened diplomatic relations with Cambodia, 
and appointed its first Ministers Indonesia and Syria. 


The caption quotes statement attributed “American Senator the effect that “The United States has disassociate 
fully from old-fashioned colonialism Asia.” The title reads “From the Colonial Fashion Pieture left, “In the 


right, “Today.” 


Cultural Relations 


Beyond economic and trade relations, the Soviet 
regimes have fostered great boom the interchange 
“cultural delegations,” theatrical and concert groups, art 
shows, etc. the context the Soviet drive for influence, 
these perform several important functions. addition 
the more obvious purposes demonstrating mutual friend- 
liness and acquainting peoples very different cultures 
with each other, they are debating points largely tacit 
but perfectly audible dialogue. The context this dialogue 
the current widespread assumptions Asia, particularly 
influential India, the dichotomy between East and 
West, particularly the West exemplified the US. The 
East, these assumptions state, spiritual, the West 


the East gives primacy the mind and the heart, the 


possessions. The East civilized, the West, particularly 
the US, merely mechanized. However debatable the origin 
validity these assumptions, they provide much 
the atmosphere which East-West relations move. 

The Communists, their emphasis “cultural 
exchanges,” are attempting demonstrate Asia and 
Africa that Communism can provide all the advantages 
industrialization—the machinery and techniques raise 
miserable living standards, reduce terrifying death rates 
without the disadvantages industrialization exempli- 
fied the East’s view the the “air-conditioned 


Szpilki (Warsaw), January 22, 1956 


nightmare.” They are trying show that the dichotomy 
not between the yogi and the commissar, but between the 
yogi and the capitalist, and that the commissar the dia- 
lectical synthesis comprising the best hungry but spiri- 
tual Asia and rich but vulgarized America. Under Com- 
munism, they are saying ears increasingly willing 
listen, both the belly and the spirit can satisfied. 

Further, all dialogue with the countries Asia and 
Africa must take place within the framework their hy- 
persensitivities the abrasions past colonialism—the 
color bar, disregard for “native” thought and art, imputa- 
tions inherent “native” inferiority. The Communist pro- 
gram officially-sponsored and encouraged visits dance 
and theatrical troupes and art exhibits the underdevel- 
oped countries designed convince the former colonial 
areas that the Communists share none these hated atti- 
tudes colonialism. 


South America 


Many the techniques influence described above are 
increasingly being applied the Soviet bloc the coun- 
tries South and Central America. Trade between the 
bloc and these countries has risen sharply the past few 
years. For some time there has been unofficial report 
that Soviet First Deputy Premier Mikoyan shortly 
visit South America the interests drumming in- 
creasing trade contacts. 

interview with the Mexican journalist (representing 
independent conservative newspaper) mentioned above, 
Soviet Premier Bulganin took great care contrast the 
Soviet Union’s treatment its Satellites with the 
treatment Latin America: 

“You [the have been China and you are 
Latin American. You can compare the aid given the 
United States your countries with the collaboration 
the Soviet Union with China. Aid given the United 
States help, ours collaboration. Collaboration 
based mutual respect, equality rights, and the 
reciprocal interests all countries, regardless whether 
they are rich poor, big small. collaborate with 
China according these principles. The Soviet Union 


can collaborate with Latin America doing with 
other countries.” 


Summary 


The Geneva “summit conference” last summer, 
obvious, marked major long-range shift Soviet strategy. 


great number countries the Far, Middle and 
Near East, despite their ancient history and rich cul- 
ture, are still, because centuries domination 
the colonialists, economically underdeveloped. Czecho- 
slovakia, country with highly developed in- 
dustry, position help these countries de- 
veloping their national economy. During the 
years 1950-1955 total trade with these countries rose 
nearly 140 percent. 1956 will amount 
nearly percent our total trade with the non- 
Socialist countries, and the course the Second 
Five Year Plan will continue grow.” 


Premier Siroky the National Assembly, 
Prague, July 


One the most important elements this new strategy 
the attempt take advantage the recession the tide 
Western colonialism throughout Asia and Africa, and 
the emergence the former colonial areas countries 
eager follow the West into industrialization. The Soviet 
Union determined make itself the major influence 
the economic and political future these areas. this 
end, the European Satellites are being used greatly in- 
crease trade, dominate the training new class 
technicians, weave cultural and political ties. 


One the purposes the thaw engendered the 
Twentieth Congress the Soviet Party and now spreading 
through the European Satellite bloc doubtless remove 
the least attractive and most openly repressive features 
Communist political and ideological structure, 
Communism system and the Soviet bloc countries 
will find the minimum resistance Africa and Asia. The 
Soviet Union, lying does great bridge between 
East and West, excellent position succeed 
this attempt. does so, succeeds giving the in- 
evitable industrialization and Westernization Asia and 
Africa Soviet forms rather than the forms the free West, 
then will have achieved victory unimaginable pro- 
portions. The English historian Arnold Toynbee believes 
very probable that the next great world civilization will 
the result the impact Western industrialism the 
swarming masses the East. the Soviet Union succeeds 
its attempt, will have left its imprint and mold the 
next thousand years man. 
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Power 


The second series articles the development 
heavy industry the captive countries. survey the 
coal problem appeared the July issue. Subsequent ar- 
ticles will deal with the iron and steel, chemical and 
engineering industries. 


POWER has had special place Communist 

thinking ever since Lenin seized upon symbol 
the future; his phrase, “Communism the power the 
Soviets plus electrification,’ became Party dogma. The 
production electric energy grew from about half 
billion kilowatt hours 1921 170 billion 1955, and 
expected reach 320 billion 1960. Power produc- 
tion Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania and 
Bulgaria totalled about billion kwh 1948; the end 
planned output will exceed billion. 

This rate expansion greater than what usual 
the non-Communist world, but represents trend that 
found everywhere the course industrialization. The 
following percentages show how electric power production 
grew from 1948 1954 number countries chosen 


Czechoslovakia ...... Netherlands ......... 
Western Germany .... Romania............ 151 


Rates increase are apt misleading. The USSR’s 
output 149 billion kwh 1954 has compared with 


Nations, Statistical Yearbook, New York, 1954 and 
1955. 


Caption reads: “Three-contact circuit breaker for 110V working 
voltage and 600A rated current, MVA breaking power.” 


Polish Foreign Trade (Warsaw), No. (6), 1955 


the USA’s output 545 billion, and Bulgaria’s 1.8 billion 
kwh with Denmark’s 3.2 billion. The Communist accom- 
plishment differs only speed and intensity from what 
going all over the world. 

Figures production often exaggerate the progress that 
has been made. more accurate criterion the growth 
installed generating capacity. these terms the per- 
formance the captive countries has been much less im- 
pressive. Czechoslovakia, installed capacity increased 
only percent between 1948 and 1955, although out- 
put increased percent. Hungary, from 1949 
1954, capacity increased approximately percent and 
output doubled. Romania, between 1950 and 1955, 
capacity rose percent while output rose 105 percent. 
Bulgaria, although figures are available, there has been 
similar disparity. 


ectric 


Because industrial demand has increased much faster 
than generating capacity, the Satellites have all been forced 
ration electricity, particularly during hours peak load. 
Some have taken radical steps change the whole pattern 
demand, introducing night shifts factories and cut- 
ting household supplies certain hours. The situation was 
especially bad during the winters 1952-53 and 1953-54, 
when the gap between industry and its energy base was 
apparently largest. 

The Communist power programs are designed primarily 
satisfy industrial needs, although much has been said 
rural electrification and other benefits for the people. While 
the advantages electricity lighting and household use 
are obvious, its industrial uses are economically more im- 
portant. Coal and other fuels are used more efficiently 
the generation electricity than when consumed directly. 
Less energy lost this way, not only the source power 
but the distribution and consumption it. the 
United States about two-thirds the electric power pro- 
duction used for commercial and industrial purposes. 
Communist countries the proportion much higher. Dur- 
ing 1955, Poland, about percent total production 
went industry Ludu January 


1956). Hungary used percent its power 
this way (Kozgazdasagi Szemle May 1955. 
Similarly high rates industrial consumption prevail 
Czechoslovakia, Romania and Bulgaria. 

Most the electric power generated from coal and 
lignite, except Romania where the base oil and natural 
gas. The regimes are stressing the future development 
hydroelectric power, but dams and transmission lines take 
time build and require much larger investment than 
thermoelectric stations. Poland and Czechoslovakia, which 
have most the coal, produce about three-quarters the 
electric power. this respect their positions have not 
altered substantially since before the war comparison 
with Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria. 

International exchange power limited the fact 
that present none the Satellites has much spare. 
Hungary imports electricity from Czechoslovakia, but the 
maximum amount five six percent its total supply 
(Kozgazdasagi Szemle, May 1955). Bulgaria has imported 
electricity from Romania since 1949, means cable 
crossing the Danube Russe. During their Second Five 
Year Plans Hungary and Czechoslovakia will plan con- 
struction dam the Danube River which, when 


Electric Power Production 
kwh 


Year Bulgaria Czechoslovakia Hungary Poland Romania 
311 6.804 n.a. n.a. 
n.a. 5.568 1.28 5.709 n.a. 
549 7.5 2.0 7.514 1.511 
664 8.3 2.4 8.300 1.9 
1.024 10.3 3.5 10.507 2.5 
1.570 12.4 4.6 13.679 3.4 
1.743 13.6 4.83 15.469 3.7 


The figures are those given the sources, 
sent prewar boundaries. 

1937-38, United Nations, Statistical 
1946, No. 12; 1947, Trud (Sofia), Jan. 1952; 


ian press. 


Yearbook 1954; 


Czechoslovakia: 1929-47, United Nations, Statistical Yearbooks 1952, 1954 and 1955; 


1953-55, Statisticky Obzor (Prague), No. 1956. 


three decimal places where available. Those for Poland 1929, 1937 and 1938 repre- 


1939-45, Mesechni Statisticheski (Sofia), 1941, No. and 


1948-55, calculated from percentage increases given annual plan reports Bulgar- 


1948-52, Gospodarka Planowa (Warsaw), March 


Hungary: 


1938, 1943 and 1946, Statisztikai Zsebkonyv (Budapest), 1948; 1945, Statisztikai Szemle (Budapest), April 1955; 1948-49, 


Gospodarka Planowa (Warsaw), March 1956; 1950-53, Statisztikai Szemle, June-July 1954; 1954-55, Szabad Nep (Budapest), May 
1955 and Jan. 22, 1956; 1937, United Nations, Statistical Yearbook 1954. 


Poland: 1929-38, United Nations, Statistical Yearbook 1954; 1946-55, Nowe Drogi (Warsaw), Jan. 1956. 


Romania: 1929-42, 1948, United Nations, Statistical Yearbook 1954; 1945, 1949-55, calculated from annual plan reports the Ro- 
manian press. 


Approximate figures for all the countries for 1948-55 can also found Gospodarka Planowa (Warsaw), March 1956. 
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finished, will supply them with 200,000 kilowatts power. 

Power from atomic energy still far the future. Dur- 
ing the Second Five Year Plan each the countries 
receive 2,000 kilowatt reactor from the Soviet Union, but 
large-scale development will take much longer. Czecho- 
slovakia’s Army newspaper Obrana Lidu, its issue 
August 23, 1955, stated that 1975 the regime hopes 
produce 100 billion kwh electric power. order 
this will rely atomic energy, because the maximum 
potential present sources will probably not exceed 
billion kwh. 


Czechoslovakia 


HAS been marked difference between 

industrial Europe and its eastern hinterland, and pre- 
war Czechoslovakia reflected this difference. Its consump- 
tion electric power was relatively high compared with 
Poland, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria, but around 
percent was the Czech provinces Bohemia and 
Moravia-Silesia. More than half the communities Slo- 
vakia were not electrified. Most the production came 
from industrial power plants, which had been the source 
electrification during the Austro-Hungarian Empire, al- 
though 1937 the newer public utilities were producing 
percent the total supply. 

the ten years preceding the Communist regime, from 
1937 1947, electricity production went percent. 
The postwar coalition government under President Benes 
began Two Year Plan for reconstruction and develop- 
ment (1947-1948), which set goal 7.4 billion kwh for 
1948. The Plan was more than fulfilled, according of- 
ficial reports, and power output reached 7.5 billion kwh 
1948. that time the Communists had seized control and 
had drafted Five Year Plan (1949-1953) which set 
target about 11.2 billion kwh for 1953. The Plan em- 
phasized the electrification Slovakia, essential the in- 
dustrialization that area, and slight increase the role 
hydroelectric power. 1951 the Plan was revised up- 
wards and the goal for electric power moved somewhere 
between and billion Like other parts the 
Plan, such coal, steel, chemicals and building materials, 
the electricity program was not entirely fulfilled, although 
production reached 12.4 billion kwh 1953. 1955 
had gone 15.0 billion, twice the level 1948. 

Despite this progress, the regime admits that the need 
for electricity has grown faster than the supply it, be- 
cause expanding industrial demand. The heaviest drain 
has come from the growing metallurgical industries 
notably aluminum, ferro-alloys and electric steelmaking— 
and the chemical industries. The application electric 
power most the machine industry, and some 
mining and construction, has meant additional increase 
consumption.* Some railroads have been electrified, in- 


According Ordinance April 10, 1951, promulgated 
the publication Collection Laws, No. 20, April 24, 1951, the 
target for electric power was raised percent, 
percent above the production 1948. Arithmetic yields 
12.6 billion kwh 13.0 billion. 

Frantisek Homola, “The Main Tasks Power Development 
the Second Five Year Plan,” Planovane Hospodarstvi 
No. 1955. 
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Chart daily consumption patterns for electric power 
Polish industrial region. The vertical scale measures percentages 
peak demand. The horizontal scale indicates time day. The 
relative consumption various sectors shown the width 
each band. From top downward: power station loss; household 
consumption; factories working only one shift; electric traction; 
factories working two shifts; factories working three shifts; fac- 
tories working continuously. Total consumption greatest be- 
tween five and six p.m. 


Energetyka Planie Letnim (Warsaw), 1952 


cluding parts the Friendship Line (Kosice-Zilina) and 
part the line from Prague Ceska Trebova. 

The disparity between production and consumption 
reached major proportions 1952, when the regime issued 
directives limiting the use electricity households, 
stores, offices, restaurants, schools and other “non-produc- 
tive” consumers. The purpose was reduce consumption 
during hours peak load percent for “public” con- 
sumers and percent for “private” consumers com- 
pared with the same period 1951. “It possible light 
ordinary room square meters [i.e., 215 square feet] 
with two 40-watt bulbs.” The use electricity for heating 
was severely restricted. Consumers who exceeded their ra- 
tion were pay higher rates, and cases flagrant vio- 
lations their supply was cut off. Households were 
cut off they consumed more than 800 kwh two 
months (Rude Pravo, October 23, 1952). 

Other controls were imposed industrial plants. The 
regime established Branch Power Inspection the 
Ministry Fuel and Power with the authority impose 
fines plants, offices and other institutions exceeding their 
norms for electricity consumption. 
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situation was even worse year later, the winter 
1953-54, when lack electricity “disrupted industrial 
production and the life the population.” (Homola, op. 
cit.) November 1954 another appeal went out the 
National Committees, stating: “Industrial enterprises must 
introduce three-shift work day, and see that shifts 
requiring the greatest use electric power scheduled 
night. Enterprises working only one shift must sched- 
ule for the time day when power consumption 
Vybory [Prague], November 11, 1954.) 
These rigorous measures were not enough assure 
regular supply. According former Minister Fuel 
and Power Jonas, the winter 1953-54 “the inadequate 
performance power stations led extensive and 
often chaotic restrictions deliveries current and the 
cutting off whole sectors the network-plants, cities 
and villages. The cutting off current made the life 
many households miserable; disrupted cultural and 
social life. must not permit repetition this 
Rude Pravo, August 1954.) 

The chief reason ascribed for the power shortage 
delay building new power stations. According the 
writer citer above, the growth power consumption had 
been foreseen, and 


sufficient number new stations 
planned, but “the building plans were not consistently 
that new facilities were put into operation later 
than the plan assumed. Therefore the increased demand 
for power had met more intensive utilization 
existing equipment.” The growth capacity was consid- 
erably less than the increase output, can seen from 
the following indices 1948) 


1948 1953 1955 
Increase capacity 100 119.2 154.4 
Increase production... 100 165.4 198.7 


The increase production beyond that capacity was 
achieved partly the rigorous control consumption— 
shifting the use electricity off-peak hours—and 
partly forcing generators abnormal operation. “Dur- 
ing some years became the rule operate below the 
normal frequency cycles periods peak load, and 
very probable that the operation power stations be- 
low admissible frequencies was one the causes the 
many defects Ibid 

Why did the construction power stations lag behind 
plan? The official explanation, offered former Minister 
Fuel and Power Jonas, that the responsible personnel 
failed carry out Party directives issued 1951. Those 
directives, according Jonas, provided for the “correction 
all basic errors and shortcomings. 


Steam turbines.” 


But power of- 
ficials did not take the proper attitude. “Instead carry- 
ing out these tasks energetically and thoroughly they often 
hesitated, and even doubted the correctness some points 
the resolution.” (Rude Pravo, August 1954.) 

The same explanation given Homola the article 
previously cited, but also lists some specific difficulties 
the building program: late deliveries machinery and 
equipment; incomplete deliveries; poor quality materials; 
and slowness assembly. adds that the electrification 


programs 


the period 
planned. “The annual plans for the construction power 
stations were made the suggestions Ministries. 


1947-1953 were inadequately 


The State Planning Office evaluated these suggestions 
incompletely from the viewpoint the national econ- 
omy, because lack necessary information and ex- 
perience the one hand and thoroughly justified plan 
for development the entire economy the other. This 

caused the dispersion investment large number 
unfinished projects and their slow completion. The an- 
nual construction plans during the First Five Year Plan 
were fulfilled percent. 

The supply difficulties were enhanced inefficiencies 
the distribution and consumption electric power. The 
regime has tried develop the power network 
achieve uniform loads, but the operation the grid has 
been unsatisfactory. Lack good management has often 
resulted some power stations being overloaded while 
others were simultaneously working below capacity. 
Other losses have come from bad transmission lines. The 
magazine Energetika, published the Ministry Fuel 
and Power, had its May 1955 issue survey the Slo- 
vak power problem. Losses from bad power lines amounted 
percent Slovakia’s total output 1954. “The ex- 
tent these losses unjustifiable under normal conditions, 
since they occur our newest plants and our newest 
power The amount the loss was equal the 
output two large hydroelectric plants. 

Much waste power occurs factories, according 
report. October 1954, inspectors from the Ministry 
Fuel and Power investigated the operation tank and 
machine tool factory Prague, known CKD Sokolovo. 
They found that percent its power consumption was 
wasted the unnecessary operation machines, excessive 
lighting, etc. Following this, the inspectors investigated 
other factories, including Slovakia, and reportedly 
found similar wastage.* 

The regime has made elaborate long-range plans for 
power development that look far ahead 1975. 
mentioned previously that year—according one pre- 
diction—the use atomic energy will make possible 
power output 100 billion kwh. But most the talk 
focussed the nearer future and ways solving im- 
mediate problems. Not only must the power industry make 
for the lag that developed during the First Five Year 
Plan: must also service further increase industrial 
production percent 1960. The regime hopes 
accomplish this raising power output between and 
percent during the Second Five Year Plan. The consump- 
tion electricity expected rise individual sectors 
the economy the following percentages: mining, 242; 
construction, “almost 200”; metallurgy, 90; chemicals, 53; 
railroads, 400; agriculture, 100; households, 80.5 Part 
this increased consumption will result from the use more 


Energetika (Prague), Dec. 1954, and Odborar 
1955. 

Homola, op. cit., and Prague News Letter, Oct. All 
communities are have electricity 1960, compared with 92.3 
per cent 1955 and percent 1948. the same time the 
use electrical appliances supposed marked 
contrast recent years. 
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Dam and hydro-electric power station under construction at Vir in Moravia. 
Over 1,000 water constructions—dams, canals, mains—are now being built. 
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Hydro-power stations presently supply 13 per cent of Czechoslovakia's elec- 
tricity. By 1960 their output will form a fifth of the national production. 


and caption from Czechoslovak Life (Prague), July 1955 


electrical equipment, notably coal mining and the 
railroads. The acute shortages manpower and coal that 
arose during the First Five Year Plan have forced the re- 
gime concentrate raising productivity and saving fuel. 
(See the articles Labor Productivity and Coal NBIC, 
May and July, 

achieve the 70-80 percent increase power produc- 
tion the regime plans raise the capacity generating 
equipment “at least” 2.3 million kilowatts. The basis 
Czechoslovakia’s electric supply will continue coal 
and lignite; but has become increasingly difficult and 
costly mine enough these fuels satisfy the economy’s 
growing demand. Hence elaborate scheme hydroelec- 
tric projects under way, calculated make use about 
quarter Czechoslovakia’s potential water power. Most 
based plans conceived before the war and taken 
again the Communists. 1955 hydroelectric energy 
accounted for about two billion kwh percent the 
total supply. 1960 the production hydroelectric 
power percent greater. When all the contem- 
plated projects are finished—at some unspecified date after 
1960—this source will produce quarter the country’s 

More than 800 kilometers railroad line are electrified, 
according the Plan. The estimates that electric railroads 


are four five times more efficient the use coal than are 
steam railroads. 


Slovo (Prague), Jan. 13, 1956, and Wissenschaft- 


licher Dienst Suedosteuropa, Munich, Suedostinstitut Muenchen, 
Jan. 1956. 


The most elaborate hydroelectric development the 
river Vah Slovakia, and its tributary the Orava. 
series dams, reservoirs, canals and power stations be- 
ing built along this watercourse from Orava near the Polish 
border Madunice about miles from the Danube. 
Other important dams and power stations are located at: 
Dobsina eastern Slovakia; Lipno, Orlik and Slapy the 
Vitava (Moldau) Bohemia; Krizanovice the Elbe; 
Klicava, Krimov and Flajh western Bohemia; and Kruz- 
berk, Zermanice, Raskovice and Vir Moravia-Silesia. 
During the second Five Year Plan work start the 
most ambitious project all: hydroelectric station 
the Danube near Bratislava. This will built cooper- 
ation with Hungary, and when finished will supply about 
200,000 kilowatts energy southern Slovakia and north- 
ern Hungary, well irrigation for part southern Slo- 
vakia. involves diverting the main flow the Danube 
into canal starting below Bratislava and running kilo- 
meters through Zitny 


Poland 


1938 the average Pole consumed about 118 kilowatt 
hours electricity, the equivalent one light bulb 
burning for less than six hours daily. This was less than 
half the per capita consumption Czechoslovakia, and 
about three-quarters that Hungary. Actual household 
detailed discussion the power station program, both hy- 


droelectric and thermoelectric, can found 
Dienst Suedosteuropa, Jan. 1956. 
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consumption was lower than this because much electricity 
was used for other purposes. Most people had elec- 
tricity all—out 40,000 villages only 1,000 were electri- 
fied. the industria] region Upper Silesia consumption 
per capita was about 250 times high the eastern 
provinces Tarnopol and Nowogrodek (now part the 
USSR). all Poland there was only one modern high- 
tension line 150,000 volts, running from the industrial 
city Starachowice Warsaw (Energetyka 
Szescioletnim 1952). 

Poland moved westward result the war, losing 
eastern territories the USSR and gaining new, more de- 
veloped provinces from Germany. The three-year recon- 
struction plan (1947-1949) emphasized the rebuilding 
damaged power plants, estimated percent total 
capacity. 1949 Poland was producing more than bil- 
lion kwh annually, nearly twice the prewar amount. 

1950, with their Six Year Plan, the Communists set 
out raise electricity production the rate percent 
year and reach output 19.3 billion kwh 1955. 
About fifth the total industrial investment was devoted 
this purpose: 11.1 billion for the Ministry Elec- 
tric Power and 6.0 billion for power plants operated in- 
dustrial establishments. Most the power was come 
from coal. (By 1955, thermoelectric stations were expected 
consume percent the total coal production about 
million tons.) While water power has never been 
important source electricity Poland, and its potential 
not great compared with that other Satellites, the Plan 
proposed build few plants the Vistula, Brda and 
Dunajec rivers, and increase the output existing hy- 
droelectric stations. This would have raised hydroelectric 
power from about percent the total supply 1949 
between and percent 1955. 

The Plan also called for the building network 
transmission lines centered the coal-mining region 
Silesia, project which would reduce the expensive hauling 
coal and tend relieve the overburdened railroads. 
involved the construction 75,000 kilometers new line, 
5,000 which were carry from 60,000 220,000 volts. 
Along with this went the electrification rural areas. 
While power consumption Upper Silesia was rise 
100 percent, and the Warsaw-Lodz area 150 percent, 
was increase the area Radom and Kielce 320 
percent, Lublin 450 percent and Bialystok 550 
percent. About 8,900 villages were electrified, with 
priority going the regime’s State and collective farms. 
start was made the electrification the railroads: 
541 kilometers main line were converted, well 
the hubs Warsaw, and Katowice. 

detailed analysis developments during the Six Year 
Plan has yet been published. Like other parts the Plan, 
the electric power scheme was not fully realized. According 
press reports, energy output 1955 was 17.7 million 
kwh instead 19.3 million—only percent the planned 
increase. Large new power stations were built Jaworzno, 
Miechowice and Dychow, and another Zeran was near- 
ing completion. Old plants enlarged, including those 
Laziska, Chorzow, Szomberki, Stalowa Wola and 
Szczecin. Big industrial power plants were built Nowa 


Huta, Czestochowa Huta, Kedzierzyn and Oswiecim. The 
cities Warsaw and Lodz are now connected with Silesia 
220,000 volt high-tension line, and the total length 
high tension lines has reached 5,595 kilometers 
Ludu January 1956). 

The failure fulfill the Plan seems have affected 
mainly the consumption households and rural areas. 
Since 1952 the regime has had restrict the use elec- 
tricity homes, schools, restaurants and offices during 
hours peak load. Only quarter the rural electrifica- 
tion program was carried out: instead 8,900 villages only 
about 2,268 were electrified during the Plan, bringing the 
total about 13,768 percent all The 
present lag electric power has stimulated nationwide 
contest for suggestions that will help overcome it. Prizes 
are being offered for acceptable ideas the following 
fields: more economical use electricity industry; more 
capacity from existing production facilities; substitution 
other energy sources for electricity (e.g., gas and steam) 
modernization power stations and equipment; and better 
control techniques (Glos Pracy March 23, 1956). 

The new Five Year Plan expected raise output 
percent, billion kwh 1960. the same time 
there will somewhat larger increase installed capacity 
(80 percent). The regime promises more the way 
rural electrification: additional 8,000 villages will 
receive electricity, which “will give us, effect, electrifica- 
tion percent the villages. This not easy task, 
for involves the construction 12,500 transformer 
stations, 26,000 kilometers high-tension lines and least 
32,000 kilometers low-tension lines. Expenditures 
this will total about 2.5 billion zloty.” (Radio Warsaw, 
March 30, 1956) The actual consumption electricity 
villages grow “at least 216 percent.” According 
the above source the consumption electric power 
agriculture has been held back because failure pro- 
duce the right kind machinery: “Built-in reduction gears 
electric motors are scarce although they are necessary 
because agricultural machinery works lower revolutions 
than the motor.” far the use electricity agriculture 
has been confined, apart from lighting, mainly threshing. 
During the Plan the regime intends step the pro- 
duction electrical threshing machines, pumps, chaff 
cutters, grinders and chaff removers. 

The target for electric power production 1956 19.4 
billion kwh, approximately what was originally planned 
for 1955. 


Hungary 


Hungary has also failed raise 

electric power capacity fast the requirements 
its industrial plans. Production 1938 was 1.4 billion 
kwh, and rose 2.1 billion 1943 under the stress the 
war effort. After the war fell off 1.5 billion 1946, 


Estimated frem the number villages electrified 
1949, given Zycie Gospodarcze (Warsaw), Feb. 1-15, 1951, and 
the percentage electrified the end 1955, given 
Produkcyjnia (Warsaw), April 1956. 
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but during the Three Year Plan (August 1947 Decemver 
1949) rose again around 2.4 billion. During the First 
Five Year Plan production doubled, accord- 
ing official statistics, but installed capacity failed keep 
pace with it. article Kozgazdasagi Szemle (Buda- 
pest), May 1955, stated that while consumption power 
rose 100 percent over the five years, installed capacity 
increased less than percent. This difference was 
made possible more intensive exploitation existing 
facilities: “by extension the national transmission system, 
reduction maintenance time and the introduction 
second and third shifts some plants. Under these con- 
ditions was allowable for capacity lag behind produc- 
tion certain extent. However, fell behind 
unreasonable extent.” 

The course the Five Year Plan was rough one, 
marked two successive revisions targets. The original 
Plan called for increase electricity output about 
percent over the five years, level 4.3 billion kwh 
1954. But May 1951 the target was raised 6.1 
billion kwh with accompanying increase investment 
two-thirds. the summer 1953 this and other tar- 
gets were seen impossible attainment under exist- 
ing conditions. Accordingly, the electricity target was 
cut back 5.2 billion kwh. Though the ultimate ac- 
billion kwh—was greater than had 


< 


first been planned, was far below the grandiose revision 
1951. 1955 production was claimed 5.4 million 
kwh. 


During the Five Year Plan new power units were put 


An example of Czechoslovak aid to Hungary, one of the most modern 
thermo-power stations in Hungary, fitted with Czechoslovak plant. 


into operation, and several more during 1955. Recon- 
struction the Matra works, which supplies Budapest, was 
finished. The Eastern Power Works Miskolc-Diosgyor 
was expanded. Other important plants included the 
“November Seven” plant Inota (120,000 part 
the Borsod plant Kazinczbarcika—to the country’s 
largest—and the plant Sztalinvaros which will service 
the huge, steelworks 

total expenditures during the Plan, percent were 
devoted expanding the distribution network. About 
kilometers long-distance line were built, which 
third were 100-120 kilovolt high-tension line. The most 
important long-distance lines are: Szolnok-Szeged, Inota- 
Tarnok-Budapest, 
Debrecen. Others include Diosgyor-Ozd, Matra- 
Nagybatony, 
Sztalinvaros-Kecskemet and Budapest-Vac. the end 
1954, claimed, percent the country’s villages had 
received electricity, compared with percent 

One difficulty the electrification Hungary has been 
the increasing cost building new power stations. Accord- 
ing Kozgazdasagi Szemle, May 1955, “under the Five 
Year Plan the technical fulfillment investment targets 
was only percent the financial fulfillment.” other 
words, construction costs exceeded the plan percent. 
The same publication reported June 1955 that the 


Szabad Nep (Budapest), May 
Kozgazdasagi Szemle, May 1955. 
Statisztikai Szemle (Budapest), June 1955, and Statisztikai 
Tajekoztato (Budapest), No. III, 1955. 


1955, and Jan. 22, 1956. 
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This power station lies in the vicinity of the village of Inota, its 


fuel being lignite got from the nearby Viapolot lignite mines. 


Picture and caption from Czechoslovak Life (Prague), February 1956 
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The power plant of the Borsod complex was built with 
prefabricated parts and the most up-to-date methods 


Picture and text from Hungary (Budapest), No. 12, 1955 


three largest power stations have cost from per- 
cent more than planned. 


hand- 
icapped Hungary’s lack coal reserves. Existing power 


The further development electric power 


stations already consume about percent the annual 
coal production, and the reserves good quality coal are 
not expected last more than years the present rate 
exploitation. The use water power still very small: 
1955 was estimated less than one percent total 
electricity output. Usable reserves water power are said 
amount equivalent 2.5 billion kwh, but their 
development not considered very practical because 
the high expenditure involved and the seasonal fluctuations 
the water supply. present the regime planning 
several stations the Tisza River—including one 
Tiszalok begun during the Five Year Plan—and very 
large station the Danube built jointly with 
Czechoslovakia (see Hungarian experts seem 
generally skeptical the future development power 


abov e)}. 


domestic resources. Instead they recommend im- 
porting it. present, imports from Czechoslovakia amount 
about five percent the total power supply 
dasagi Szemle, May 1955 

The regime admits that the performance the power sys- 
tem leaves much desired. Arpad Kiss, then Minister 
Chemical and Power Industries, 


Szemle, July-August 1955: 


Kozgaz- 


wrote in Tar sadalmi 


“The expansion the grid the past six years 
brought definite improvements the country’s power sup- 
ply; however, the fluctuation voltage most the 


country 


the standard limits. Our medium- and 


network is 


exe eeds 
backward, both 
gards its extension and its technical level. Protection against 


low-voltage extremely 


short circuits and overvoltage this network inadequate. 


spite the 


improvement under the Five Year Plan, 
the production 


cost electric power relatively high 
and the specific heat consumption unfavorable, consider- 
ably exceeding the European average. The number 
workers employed power plants high, 
mainly because deficient technical equipment and auto- 
mation. Maintenance costs are high.” 


raise output per man and reduce costs will two 
main objectives the second Five Year Plan (1956-1960). 
For the electric power industry this means that, addition 
the completion new stations, “We must also cut down 
the use specific fuel, must increase the per capita output 
and must also reduce various other expenses.” The average 
factory worker’s use electricity increase per- 
cent (Kozgazdasagi Szemle, June 1955). According 
the draft directives the Plan, published April 27, 
total domestic output electricity will rise percent, 
from 5.4 billion 8.35 billion kwh. Imports from other 
countries, probably Austria and Czechoslovakia, will add 
another percent 1960. About 8.3 percent total 
investments, 6.5 billion forint, will spent the 
industry with view raising total generating capacity 
663,000 kilowatts (Szabad Nep, April 27, 1956). 


Romania 


OIL, and possessing untapped water resources, 

Romania has electric power potential far beyond 
its present achievement. 1950 the regime promulgated 
ten-year plan for electrification which aimed raise out- 
put from 2.1 billion kwh billion 1960. The major 
part the increase was intended for industrial purposes, 
can seen the following prospectus for 1960 (in 
billions kwh) 


Industry 1.3 
Railroads 0.3 
Community services 0.5 
Households, offices, stores 0.2 0.8 
Rural consumption 0.2 
Losses 0.4 0.9 


The plan was divided into two five year periods, with 
target for 1955 4.7 billion kwh. This meant, for the 
first five years, increase 124 percent output 
accompanied 130 percent increase generating 
capacity. 

The overall target was not reached 1955, when actual 
production was said 4.3 billion kwh. First Secretary 
Gheorghiu-Dej claimed, however, that “the power our 
disposal sufficient produce 4.7 billion kwh, was 
planned. (Scinteia, December 24, 1955.) added 
that the program carried out had “insured the supply 
power certain regions which initially were not included 
the plan, such Oltenia, Baia Mare and others. Thus 
the main aim the electrification plan, namely, the crea- 
tion the prerequisites for economic development the 
various regions the country, was exceeded.” 


Scinteia (Bucharest), Nov. 15, 1950. The figures for railroads 
and rural consumption 1950 were million kwh and million 
kwh respectively. 
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Picture from the now defunct Romanian News, August 24, 1952, published Romanian Legation Washington. 
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The caption reads: 


“The liquidation the cultural and economic backwardness the country, the basis passage large-seale social production 


industry and agriculture, inconceivable without electrification—Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej.” 
increase total generating capacity 960,000 kilowatts from 1950 1955. 


Symbols show that the regime planned 


now admits that the actual increase was only 540,000. 


One object the Plan had been develop hydro- 
electric power faster rate than thermoelectric power. 
1950, percent the power came from the combus- 
tion coal, oil, natural gas, etc., while water power sup- 
plied only percent the total: 


Oil products 29.8 
Superior coal ........... 6.1 
13.7 
Hydroelectric 8.0 


The regime planned raise hydroelectric power 17.5 
percent the total 1955, and 33.4 percent 1960. 
achieve the 1955 target proposed increase the pro- 
ductive capacity thermoelectric stations 820,000 kilo- 
watts and hydroelectric stations 240,000 kilowatts. 
Total installed capacity—as distinguished from productive 


was rise from 740.000 kilowatts 
Scinteia, Nov. 15, 1950). 

Much the program was not carried out, despite the 
regime’s claim that production 1955 was only percent 
short the target. The total increase installed capacity, 
according the First Secretary, was only 540,000 kilo- 
watts 


capacity 
kilowatts 


comparison with the planned increase 960,000. 
Putting this percentagewise, actual production electric 
power rose 105 percent while total capacity rose per- 
cent. Thus Romania shares the pattern Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary, where production also rose much faster than 
capacity. 

Evidently the regime has found impossible build 
The 
largest project, the Lenin hydroelectric plant the Bistrita 
River Bicaz, was have begun operation 1955. But 
now seems doubtful that the plant will operation 


new power stations the rate originally planned. 


Promise and Fulfillment 
5 


aps each complains sometimes about shortages 

electricity. Isn’t aggravating when they turn 
off the current the most inappropriate moment—just 
when the housewife needs another half hour finish her 


meal the electric stove? Why has the electricity 


supply reached point where not even the electrical dis- 
patcher can tell his wife the morning whether she will 
light her house with electricity oil the evening?” 


November 21, 1953. 


Prace (Prague 


1960. Another large plant, the Jiul thermoelectric station 
Petrosani, was have been finished 1955, but none 
its generators had gone into operation the end the 
year (Scinteia, January 24, 1956). similar plant 
Filipesti Padure was supposed operation the 
end 1953, but nothing has been heard it. The 
Gheorghiu-Dej thermal plant Doicesti was functioning 
only half its projected capacity the end 1955. 
construction the last three plants had gone according 
schedule, would have increased the country’s installed 
capacity 260,000 kilowatts 


substantial proportion 
what was planned 1950. 


The gap between capacity and actual production has 
evidently been filled, other Satellites, scheduling 
some the consumption during off-peak hours. Between 
1949 and 1952 the shortage power grew serious 
require series decrees restricting household consump- 
tion, culminating one October 24, 1951, which re- 
duced total household consumption percent and 
street lighting percent (Buletinul Oficial 
No. 96, 1951). the end 1952 these decrees were re- 
scinded. recent report from Bucharest indicates that 
consumption electricity that city unrestricted, al- 
though rates are very high compared with those western 
countries. 

maximum use minimum capacity will evidently 
continued the second Five Year Plan (1956-1960). 
the words First Secretary Gheorghiu-Dej: “In 1960 
will produce about billion kwh power compared 
with billion kwh provided for the electrification plan 
The excess production will obtained with 
considerably reduced investment expenditures. 

The program for rural electrification has been fulfilled 
even lesser extent than the rest the Plan. 1950, 
electricity. 1955 the number was expected reach 
According Probleme Economice (Bucharest), 
March 1956, the number villages electrified the end 
1955 was only 1,500. 


villages Romania, only 


Bulgaria 


LGARIA just entering the electrical age. Before the 
war had more than hundred small power stations, 
but their combined output 1939 was less than 0.3 billion 
kwh. Since the Communists took over they have more 
than doubled the total capacity, and intensive exploita- 
tion have quadrupled the production electricity. 


the other Satellites, the industrial demand for electricity 
has grown faster than the installed capacity generators, 
resulting shortages power for household consumption. 
Yugoslav newspaper observed 1954, “At the end 
last year the production electricity Bulgaria amounted 
1.6 billion kwh. that true, then Bulgaria has 
five times much electricity had 1939. spite 
this the inhabitants Sofia are forced sit five hours 
February 16, 1954.) 

Bulgaria’s chief resources for the production electricity 
are the south and the rivers that run out 
the Rila and Rhodope mountain ranges and the 
lignite the Marish, Sofia and Dimitrov basins. The rest 
the country, particularly the northeast, must import 
its electricity from power stations the south and from 
Romania the north. far the Bulgarians have made 
fairly equal use coal and water power, along with 
number diesel-powered stations. 1945 hydro- 
electric stations produced percent the power, thermo- 
electric stations percent, diesel stations percent and 
“mixed” stations (hydroelectric with auxiliary plant) per- 
cent (Mesechni Statisticheski Svedenia 1946, No. 
12). The present regime building both hydroelectric and 
thermoelectric stations. Because the former take longer 
build than thermoelectric stations, the share thermo 
power 1952 had risen percent the total, while 
hydro power was only (Planovo Stopanstvo 
1954, No. 6). But the end the fourth Five Year Plan 
(c. 1967), the regime expects production balanced 
between the two (Rabotnichesko Delo [Sofia], February 
1956). 

The First Five Year Plan set target 1.8 billion kwh 
for 1953 and capacity 350 percent greater than 1948. 
1952 the Plan whole was declared have been 
completed four years rather than five, but was ad- 
mitted that this did not apply the electric power pro- 
gram. Actual production 1952 was around 1.4 billion 
kwh. The mark 1.8 billion was not attained until 1955. 
Meanwhile Second Five Year Plan was under way, de- 
signed double the 1952 production electricity 1957. 
Installed capacity was grow somewhat more than 
production. Since the volume industrial output would 
rise percent, was expected that the relatively higher 
target for electricity would much solve the power 
shortage that arose during the first Plan. 

addition the construction thermo-power stations 
and number small diesel plants, the Communists are 


WARSAW POWER Station, through press and radio 
announcements, has asked users electricity limit 


their consumption. These appeals have not been heeded. 
Consequently, here and there the lights have been turned 
Not all the inhabitants Warsaw remember 
that the use electric kitchens, electric stoves and electric 
irons not permitted during peak hours. This the main 
reason for the interruption supply.” 


Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), November 13, 1955 
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Fifty-ton turbine rotor, the biggest ever to be produced by the Jifi 


The new turbine rotor passing through the streets of Brno on the 
Dimitrov engineering works at Blansko, a town in central Moravia. 


way to the new hydro-electric power station at Nosice in Slovakia. 


Picture and caption from Czechoslovak Life (Prague), January 1956 


engaged ambitious program dam-building. Most 
the dams are designed for irrigation and water supply 
well power production. Two them, Beli Iskar and 
Kalin, were begun before 1944 but have been completed 
the present regime. The Vasil Dam southwest 
Plovdiv will supply water for the Batak, Peshtera and 
Aleko power stations, which are expected generate half 
billion kwh when finished 1958. The Alexander 
Stamboliiski Dam, completed 1954, primarily for 
irrigation and has capacity 7,300 kilowatts. The Stalin 
Dam the Iskar Gorge the largest, and will supply the 
Pasarel and Kokalane power stations. The Georgi Dimit- 
rov Dam the Tunja River operates two power stations, 
Georgi Dimitrov and Stara Zagora, which are generate 
million kwh annually. Two dams are being built the 
Arda River: the Kardzhali, second largest after Stalin, and 
the Studen 

Construction begin this year the Maritsa Iztok 
thermoelectric station. Designed Soviet specialists, 
claimed the only one the world capable using 
the inferior lignite the East Marish basin. this 
successful, will much relieve the Bulgarian coal and 


Otechestven Front, Feb. 1955; Radio Sofia, April 1956. 


power shortage 
1956 

During the First Five Year Plan progress was made 
toward unified high-tension network. 1954 there were 
lines 110,000 volts running from Plovdiv Kurilo— 
Mezdra—Cherven Breg and Pleven, and from Levski 
Gorna Orekhovitsa and while 60,000 volt line 
ran from Plovidv Dimitrovgrad and Gorna Orekhovitsa. 
The system was said Minister Electricity Georgiev 
“not yet scientifically and technically with 
the result that during 1954 transmission difficulties caused 
losses about million kwh Front, Febru- 
ary 1955). During the Second Five Year Plan the net- 
work expanded include the districts Bourgas, 
Stalin, Russe, and Kolarovgrad the north and east 
(Planovo Stopanstvo, 1954, No. 6). According Radio 
Sofia broadcast December 10, 1955, the number 
villages having electricity has risen from 757 1944 
2,121 1955. (Bulgaria has about 6,000 villages. 

The regime has been candid admitting its mistakes 
far the power program concerned. The severe power 
shortages 1953 and 1954 were primarily, says, the re- 
sult bad planning. Former Premier Chervenkov told the 
Sixth Party Congress February 1954 that the First Five 


Otechestven Front February 21, 
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Georgi Dimitrov Power Station 


Bulgaria Today October 1955 


Year Plan had attempted build too many projects the 
same time, had given too much priority irrigation 
systems over hydroelectric stations, and had been based 
insufficient research and too little experience (Rabot- 
nichesko Delo, February 26, 1954). detailed 
analysis was supplied Deputy Premier Chankov: 


more 


“First all, the Five Year Plan did not make the pro- 
visions necessary guarantee success the field elec- 
trification. The planning coal production did not allow 
for the real and ever growing needs the economy. 
number dams and power stations were begun without 
sufficient research and without preparing accounting doc- 
uments. This lack research and documentation led 


confusion, delay and postponement construction. 


ilso made construction more expensive. Everybody re- 
members how many times the construction Alexander 
Stamboliiski Dam and of other projects ‘ . was stopped 
and started again 
Dam, 


capacity—later reduced 7,300 kilowatts 


For these reasons the Stamboliiski 
with its power stations 17,600 kilowatts 
was not built; 
the Dimitrov Dam with its two power stations 29,000 
kilowatts capacity was not built; and the planned thermo- 
Maritsa East, with 66,000 kilowatts, 


; 


power station 
IS Still 


under study. Topolnitsa Dam and its power station 

was completely frozen, and the building Stalin Dam 

Rabotnichesko 


its power stations was delayed. 


Delo, March 1954 


Poor technical preparation led mistakes like the follow- 
ng: the bad geological location the canal Studena 
Dam caused several cave-ins; because faulty blueprints 
some projects was often necessary demolish steel- 
concrete construction and rebuild them 
Delo, May 31, 1953). Other difficulties resulted 
inadequate maintenance: 


from 


“Because poor repair many breakdowns occurred dur- 
ing 1954 the thermo-power stations Republika, Kola- 
rov, Maritsa and others. Most them were caused 
violation the Regulation Technical Exploration 
and poor labor discipline. 


1954, No. 


(Planovo Stepanvo, 


article Technichesko Delo September 28, 
1953, criticized the quality the equipment installed 
power stations, specifically circuit breakers and insulating 
material. Some this was imported from other Communist 
countries—the USSR, Czechoslovakia and Hungary. 
his report the 1955 budget, Minister Electricity 
Georgiev explained the underfulfillment the previous 
year’s plan partly due faulty equipment. “In the 
Republika power station, because boiler repairs, both 
turbines were out use for three months, resulting 
loss the economy million kwh. the Dimitrovo 
thermo-power station, the big turbine was out use for 
days, because the rotor had sent the factory for 
repair. This caused loss million kwh.” (Otechest- 
ven Front, February 1955) 

While many these difficulties were due mistakes 
which the regime has probably been able correct, 
recent editorial Rabotnichesko Delo, March 10, 1956, 
indicates that the construction new projects not pro- 
ceeding schedule: 

“Labor organization and the tempo work are not 


sufficient. such 
Pasarel and Kokalane power stations, the Batak hydro- 


power station and others 


number important projects 


are seriously lagging. The 
Stalin project was not completed the time allocated. 
The main reason for the latter delay was the difficulties 
digging the Bukov Dol shaft, which were overcome very 
slowly. The delay the Stalin project prevented the 
timely transfer machines, equipment and specialists 
other projects. 


The article observed that these delays, which at- 
tributed poor management, had resulted very high 
costs construction. 


The Baltic States 


development Estonia has followed course 
similar that the other captive countries. Prior 
its annexation the USSR 1940, electricity production 
was 183 million kwh, about 160 kwh per capita. Since 
the war has gone roughly billion kwh, more 
than 800 kwh per capita. This has been accomplished (1) 
building new plants, which the largest are Narva 
and Ahtme, (2) expanding old plants, Tallinn 
and Kohtla-Jarve, and (3) putting the factories 
three shifts. September 1955, household supplies 
electricity were still being rationed. Estonia has 
tension grid which now linked that the Leningrad 
oblast, and exports some its power that area. During 
the USSR’s Sixth Five Year Plan new plant will 
erected Soldino and the capacity existing plants in- 


WITH ODD NUMBERS are not allowed use 
electricity between a.m. and a.m., between p.m. 
and p.m. and between p.m. and p.m. Houses with 


even numbers are not allowed use electricity between 
a.m. and p.m. and between p.m. and p.m.” 


Radio Sofia, August 21, 1953 
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creased. Total output 1960 2.8 times that 
1955. unspecified portion will exported 
Leningrad and Latvia. 

electricity production said have tripled 
since 1940, reaching more than 900 million kwh 1955. 
The largest stations are two Riga, including new one 
that burns peat, and third the Daugava River built 
before the war. During the Sixth Five Year Plan 120,000 
kilowatt hydro-power station erected the Dau- 
gava River near Plavinas. 

Lithuania’s power output 1955 was claimed 
times that 1940, which would seem about 320 
million kwh—an increase from 13.5 kwh per capita 102 
kwh per capita. Most the plants are small and attached 
kolkhozes. The official claim that all the cities and 
larger towns have been electrified, well 162 kolkhozes, 
135 machine tractor stations and State farms. During 
the Sixth Five Year Plan the installed generating capacity 
about 576 million kwh. large hydro-power station was 
recently begun the Nemunas River, completed 
1960. The Lithuanian power grid will joined the 
near future those Latvia, Kaliningrad 
and Byelorussia. 


Conclusion 


The Satellites’ electrification programs have displayed 
two characteristic features Communist planning. One 
which means extracting the utmost possible performance 
from existing facilities. Much the growth production 
electric power has come from more intensive use 
installed equipment, and not from new building. Another 
characteristic the emphasis “priority heavy in- 
dustry,” which means not only giving priority the 
planning stage but also that, carrying out the plans, the 


Addendum 


Radio Bucharest announced June 26, following 
the visit Marshal Tito Yugoslavia, that Romania 
and Yugoslavia would appoint mixed commission 
study the construction hydroelectric power plant 
the Danube the Iron Gates. According ‘to 


Scinteia Tineretului (Bucharest), July 24, the pro- 


jected power station would produce billion kwh 


The tentative date for completion 1968. 

The New York Times August 15, alluding 
interview with Hungarian First Party Secretary 
Gero, stated that Hungary also negotiating with 
Yugoslavia for the joint construction of power stations 


and the import electricity from Yugoslavia. 


targets for household consumption and rural electrification 
have been sacrificed meet industrial demands. 

Much the difficulty evidently came from bad un- 
realistic planning. Construction new facilities took 
longer than expected. Bottlenecks occurred other indus- 
and the 


industries supplying parts and materials. Some the pro- 


tries, such coal—the main source energy 


grams, notably the Bulgarian, were hampered lack 
technical competence. 

Electrification, however, long-range task. Some 
the undertakings begun the early Fifties should begin 
pay off during the present Five Year Plans. Further, 
the regimes not seem likely repeat the excesses 
the Stalin period, when industrialization was 
yond the limits their resources. Although the promises 
more electricity for private consumers will probably not 
realized greater extent than the past, there 
reason why the production targets for 1960 should not 


substantially attained. 
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Transformation 


1944 1986 antstaw Creloch 


picture left (1946) reads right (1956) Szpilki (Warsaw), June 24, 1956, week the Poznan riots. 


Five Year Plan 
(1956 


YHE POLISH regime recently totalled its economic bal- (1950-1955). That plan had promised raise the living 
ances and found that they did not add the sum standard the population percent, but the regime 
its promises. The Seventh Plenum the Party’s Central has now been compelled admit almost total failure 
Committee, held Warsaw from July 27, surveyed this direction. Premier Cyrankiewicz said his speech 
the results the Six Year Plan (1950-1955)* and ap- the Plenum (Glos Pracy [Warsaw], July 26) 
proved the draft directives for the new Five Year Plan “It fact that considerable segment the workers 
(1956-1960). found that many “serious errors” were did not feel rise earnings, and the situation part 
committed past years, and that correct them num- even deteriorated. should added that the general 
ber “urgent will have taken. These will increase wages was greatly influenced the increase 
Year Plan, which most respects similar the new real wages dropped quite substantially and their re- 
and 1955 did not generally include foodstuffs and 
Industrial production rise therefore could not substantially increase the real wages 
percent, with the production capital goods increas- those earning least. negative influence which 
ing 53-61 percent and that consumer goods percent. impossible define statistically, was exercised the 
Labor productivity must percent and real wages deterioration quality some industrial articles the 
percent. the other Satellites, the regime promises years 1951 1953, well the withdrawal some 
vigorous campaign behalf agriculture—output cheaper kinds industrial and food products. There 
increase percent—but there less emphasis further were also cases nonfulfillment the State’s commit- 
collectivization than other Satellite Plans. ments working people. have mind allowances and 
other benefits. This was accompanied incontes- 
Standard Living table underestimation the role trade unions.” 


The sharpened emphasis the importance living 
standards has forced the regime make certain that the 
new Plan will, contrast the old, actually achieve its 
promised improvement this sphere. The assurance has 
been given, but only after some difficulty and embarrass- 
ment. First Secretary Ochab said speech Wloclawek 
July that examination the tentative Plan had 
NBIC, April 1956. August 


Speakers the Plenum put great emphasis improving 
the standard living, and the resolution the Plan 
called this “the key task the Plan the criterion 
its successful implementation.” The regime has evidently 
been shaken the Poznan incident well the gen- 
eral disillusionment with the results the Six Year Plan 


‘ 

rs 
4 LIS ® 


“We have therefore slashed the investment plan over 
billions [zloty]. This has the one hand reduced the 
tension the implementation this Plan, and the 
other facilitated the acquisition additional means 
improve the standard living. But even after the 
billion cut the balance sheet did not balance 
were not able find the means necessary for the per- 
cent rise the standard therefore ap- 
proached our Soviet brothers for help. presented them 
the situation its entirety, and got the help which 
enabled make both ends meet, postulate the pro- 
gram percent increase living standards the 
framework the Five Year Plan, the deep conviction 
that have our disposal real resources implement 
these assumptions, these promises, these postulates, these 
obligations the Party and the Government.” 


The percent increase per capita real income 
achieved the following ways. Industrial workers will 
receive higher money wages, particularly the lower in- 
come groups, and there will decrease retail prices 
“certain consumer goods.” Farm incomes will rise 
the basis increased production and proper shaping the 
incentives material interest,” while the prices some 
articles purchased the rural population will lowered. 
Per capita consumption basic items expected in- 
crease follows (in meats, animal fats, milk 


> 


and milk products, 18; eggs, sugar, 33; 


soap, 22; woolen 
fabrics, 11; cotton fabrics, 22; leather footwear, 48. Retail 
trade turnover rise percent, and prices will rig- 


“ 


idly controlled “so prevent rise the cost living.” 


the same time efforts will made improve the qual- 
ity consumer goods and widen the range articles 
sale. the housing front, the State plans build 1.2 
million rooms 1960, and encourage individuals 
build their own homes granting them credits. There 


will “marked increase” the sale building ma- 


terials the rural population. 

However, the planners have been unable blink the 
fact that percent increase real incomes 1960 
not, after all, very great alleviation the people’s lot. 
First Secretary Ochab said his previously cited speech: 


“Very frequently have encounter the following 
criticism: “What percent? find life very hard; 
percent help; salvation. This not Socialism; 
not the life want.’ the whole, those who speak 
this manner are right. Let remember, comrades, that 
still have allocate billions raise from ruins many 
sections Warsaw, Gdansk, Wroclaw and Szczecin. Let 
remember that each year are expending over 
billion zloty—more than three times the total amount 
land taxes—to maintain the armed 
forces. the tremendous needs our people are taken 
into account, and the still low standard living, then 
must said that the raising this living standard the 
course the next five years percent does not repre- 
sent any fundamental turning point. There will much 
hunger and want 1960 still; there will still the very 
acute housing problem which today haunts like 
mare hundreds thousands families Poland and 
which the object our Government’s daily concern.” 


our revenue from 


Economic Disproportions 


The Party leaders were equally frank confessing mis- 
takes made carrying out the Six Year Plan. Much their 
self-criticism resembled similar confessions recently made 
the Hungarian and Czechoslovak regimes, but the War- 
saw Plenum was carried far constitute prac- 
tically indictment Stalinist economic planning. The 
Central Committee’s evaluation the Six Year Plan listed 
number “negative aspects” which attributed, more 
less explicitly, the influence Stalinism (Radio War- 
saw, August 

The most serious weakness was agriculture. the 
light our own experience and that other fraternal 
countries, must state that the percent increase 
agricultural production envisaged the Six Year Plan was 
excessive and unrealistic.” The actual increase, according 
the Plenum, turned out only percent. poor 
was the performance agriculture that Poland has re- 
cent years been forced import million tons grain an- 
nually. 

The Plan called investment pro- 
gram, which could not have been fulfilled even under fav- 
Too much effort went into the con- 


for unrealistic 


orable circumstances. 
struction big new industrial projects, while the possibil- 


ities existing facilities were neglected. There were delays 
technical documentation, and the engineering industry 
was not able supply all the necessary machines and 
equipment for such basic industries metallurgy, chem- 
icals and electric power. Construction was more expensive 
and took longer than had been planned. Moreover, invest- 
ments were not properly balanced: some branches engi- 
neering, such the motor industry, were overinvested 
the point excess capacity; while other branches, such 
agricultural machinery, mining machinery, building ma- 
chinery, and equipment for the power and chemical indus- 
During the Plan, 


investments were shifted and additional funds were allotted 


tries, there was not enough investment. 


heavy industry and armament the expense other 
sectors. Because the numerous shifts investments, some 
closely linked industries got out step with each other. 
Considerable resources were frozen unfinished projects. 

The Six Year Plan went through three phases. 
sharp change the Plan occurred result the Korean 
War, when vast resources were shifted military purposes. 
After Stalin’s death 1953, another change occurred. The 
investment was slowed down 1954 and 1955, 
and more 
public utility building. 

The economy now suffers from serious “dispropor- 
tions”: between the 
building industry and the production building materials; 


support was given agriculture, housing and 


between industry and agriculture; 
between processing industries and the production raw 
materials: between the engineering industry and basic ma- 
terials such castings, forgings, high-quality steel and cer- 


tain rolled products. 


Priority Industry 


From the consumer’s point view the new Plan does 
not differ character from the new Czechoslovak and 
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Hungarian Five Plans (see 


Year NBIC, June and August, 
1956), or, for that matter, from the Plan. 
Total investment during the next five years 318 
1960 percent higher than 
weight 


five. 
N: Atlo Nz al income in 


1955. Thus the investment relation na- 


tional income will not significantly less than the 
period 1951-1955. Notwithstanding this fact, the Central 
Committee stated its resolution the Plan that “the 
share the net investment outlays national income 
should amount from 18.5 percent, that is, 
smaller proportion than during the Six Year Plan. 


diff 
investment 


more significa erence may found the distribu- 


tion among various sectors the 


with 


economy, 
reduction the share going industry and in- 

the shares 
cultural 


and social and 
The official comparison follows 
center column, 1951-1955, based 1955 prices; right col- 
umn, 1956-1960, based 1956 prices) 


agriculture, housing 


activities. 


Total 100.0% 
Industry 18.3 43.9 
Building 3.6 4.7 
and communications........ 9.7 
Goods turnover 3.5 2.9 
Social and cultural 6.3 


far the largest share investment will industry, 
before. The evidently intends carry the 
old policy heavy industrial development with only the 
barest concessions public sentiment. There have been 
slight the initial targets for heavy 
industry, although not clear whether these changes 
have political motivation. The chief difference lies the 
the Plan. Where formerly was 
described program industrialization which allowed 
small prospect for improvement the standard living 


regime 


reductions some 


description 


Nowa Wies (Warsaw), July 1956 


(Gospodarka Planowa October 1955, and Zycie 
Gospodarcze [Warsaw], June 1956), now hailed 
plan which the principal goal raise the 
standard. 


living 


comparison the chief industrial targets for the new 
Plan with the advances made the same industries during 
the Six Year Plan shows that the new program not radi- 
cally different. The figures the center column below are 
actual percentage increases production during the Six 
Year Plan; those the right column are the percentage 


increases given the draft directives the Five Year 

Electric power res ° 114 68 
Tractors 
Cotton fabrics ...... 


Allowing for the fact that the new Plan extends for five 
years rather than six, the difference between the two col- 
umns less than appears. The small increase planned 
coal production recognition the limita- 
tions. The higher increases for cement, sulfuric acid and 
fertilizers are intended remove current bottlenecks 
those items. Most striking all the relatively small in- 
crease planned textile production, sector particular 
importance the standard living. 

Other targets for 1960 are follows (in percentage in- 
creases over 1955): rolled steel, 68; zinc, 22; aluminum, 
125; electrolytic copper, 38; coke, 25; steam turbines, 1,100; 
metal shaving machine tools (by weight), 82; metal shap- 
ing machine tools (by weight), 263; agricultural machines 
and installations (in value), 269; building and road build- 
ing machines (by weight), 102-112; 
trucks, 21; electric locomotives, 614; 


All percentages are from the Central resolution. 


cars, 622; 
internal combustion 


motor 
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locomotives, 54; bearings, 400; motorcycles and scooters, 
530; bicycles, 260; radio sets, 87; calcinated and caustic 
soda, 111.3; synthetic fibers, 45-60; cellulose, 51; paper, 42; 
bricks, 56; silk fabrics, 41; flax and oakum fabrics, 99; 
footwear general, 63; soap, 67; milk for consumption, 
25; butter, 53; sea fish, 86; meat from slaughter, 48; wine, 
65; distilled spirits, minus cigarettes, 33. 

The two industrial groupings that will given the most 
emphasis are engineering and chemicals. Engineering will 
expected service the technical development the 
economy, the raising productivity percent, and 
also become important export industry. chemicals 
the Plan emphasizes the production synthetic fertilizers for 
agriculture and synthetic materials replace nonferrous 
metals, leather, timber and other raw materials that are 
short supply. 


Agriculture 


The Central Committee’s resolution reaffirmed the agri- 
cultural line adopted the Fifth Plenum February (see 
NBIC, April 1956, 50). the other Satellites, the 
policy includes efforts raise crop yields and extend 
the area under cultivation. 1960 the production basic 
crops have risen, compared with the 1951-1955 aver- 
age, the following levels: 

Sugar 


Production (million ...... 14.2 38.0 9.2 
Yield (quintals per hectare) .... 14.9 14.0 220.0 


The area sown with corn rise from the present 100,- 
000 hectares 850,000 hectares, largely for the purpose 
animal fodder preference oats and turnips. Industrial 
crops such sugar beets, oilbearing plants, flax and hemp 
are increased, mainly from higher yields. The 1960 
targets for livestock and animal products are follows, 
compared with 1955: 
Percent 
Quantity Increase 


All livestock (million ........... 2.10 26.7 
1.48 25.2 
12.48 29.6 
Wool (thousand tons) ................ 15.20 54.3 


Agriculture will further mechanized, the addition 
70,600 standard tractors doubling the tractor 
12,000 grain combines sevenfold 31,100 sheaf 
binders threefold increase) and 82,500 horse-drawn 
grain drills. There will also more harvesters and horse- 
drawn mowing and threshing machines. The supply 
chemical fertilizers will increase percent. 

Further collectivization will based the program laid 
down the Fifth Plenum. will emphasize 
ness” and special economic advantages for collectives. The 
Plan earmarks 4.67 billion zloty financial aid kolkhozes. 


Technical Progress 


Aside from the obvious necessity lightening the burden 
laid the people, the regime must also raise the general 
efficiency the economy come anywhere near the 
goals set the Plan. Much the previous expansion was 
made possible the existence ready supply labor, 
especially the countryside. The manpower reserve has 
now been largely exhausted. Total employment expected 
rise about 7.5 million workers 1960, increase 
percent over the present level. The Plan, however, calls 
for increase percent the national income. The 
difference between the increase employment and the in- 
crease national income will made increase 
percent output per worker. This means that the 
regime resting its hopes more efficient use exist- 
ing productive facilities rather than the frenzied build- 
ing earlier years. The burden its industrial investment 
will the production new machines. Among the in- 
dustries where mechanization stressed are: metal- 
lurgy (the “automation” blast furnaces and open 
hearths), coal (the “complex mechanization” mines 
electric power (mechanized coal handling and boiler con- 
trol), machine building, chemicals, building materials, 
paper, timber, textiles and food. 

Premier Cyrankiewicz admitted his report the draft 
directives that progress toward greater efficiency was hin- 
dered the past number Stalinist dogmas. 
incorrect theory proclaiming that the class struggle becomes 
sharper the building Socialism advances played 
harmful role for favored the development admin- 
istrative bureaucratic methods managing the national 
economy, fettering the initiative the masses.” Again: 
“While correctly benefiting from the technical experiences 
and achievements the Soviet Union made inade- 
quate use of the achievements. . . of the capitalist countries 

and, after all, fields they have undoubtedly 
moved forward. The dogmatism prevailing certain 
branches [our own] science hampered its development.” 


Recognizing the low state public morale, the regime 
tacked onto the Plan special section devoted “Urgent 
Measures for Improvement the Economy and Elimina- 
tion the Most Glaring These include 
number reforms carried out 1956 and 1957. The 
allocation billion zloty annually for raising the wages 
the lowest-paid workers has been increased billion. 
There will increase family allowances for low- 
paid families with four more children. Various meas- 
ures will drafted improve working conditions, elimi- 
nate injustices and reduce bureaucratic waste. the ad- 
ministrative field, more authority will given worker 
councils the running factories, and greater share 
enterprise profits will allotted the employees. 
attack will made “excessive centralization plan- 
and the authority foremen will increased. 

Other measures will elaborated raise the general 
efficiency the economy, including “switching over con- 
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siderable part the defense industry production [for] 
the needs the people,” and wherever possible reduction 
outlays for new plants favor “modernization and 
technical reconstruction existing establishments.” Private 
craftsmen and cottage workers will encouraged, 
should noted that most these proposals will require 
considerable study before they can implemented. The 
Central Committee’s resolution states, however, that “they 
will constitute the basis for further drive utilize more 
fully the reserves the national economy and enhance 
the initiative factory personnel and managements, 
well broaden workers’ democracy industrial estab- 


The Prospect 


Speaking the foregoing “Urgent Measures,” Premier 
Cyrankiewicz referred opinion held “in some circles” 
that Poland faced with dilemma. implied that some 
Party members feel that further “democratization” 
contradiction the goals the Five Year Plan, and that 
attain these goals will necessary return the 
bureaucratic administration.” was con- 
siderable pains refute this opinion. said that one 
the main causes the regime’s “present difficulties” the 
“still too weak participation” the masses political and 
social activities: 


“Passivity, wherever exists, exercising most nega- 
tive influence the productive apparatus. There only 
one way overcoming passivity—the further consis- 
tent democratization our life. What matters most, 
course, increase the role and initiative the working 
class managing work establishments. cannot 
achieve this through methods ordering about, pres- 
sure, compulsion. must once and for all put 
end the period which the worker, the peasant 
intellectual was often looked upon with suspicion, sur- 
rounded thousands regulations, saw his freedom 


limited, his criticism stifled, when was often exposed 


illegality and abuse power, when his wrongs and 
grievances, his needs and troubles were treated lightly.” 


analysis the Plenum and its resolution the Five 
Year Plan suggests that Poland’s real dilemma not one 
more democracy more clear, from 
recent events and from discussions appearing the press, 
that the Polish people are tired. For ten years they have 
built for better tomorrow, only have tomorrow con- 
tinually recede. Not only have they become restive, but, 
the events Poznan show that they have become rebellious. 
the present regime had free hand would undoubtedly 
have gone much farther toward improving living standards 
and reducing the emphasis heavy industry. Articles have 
appeared the press advocating reforms outright 
“social democratic” nature, such reliance upon market 
prices guide production and much greater use 
incentives” than the Communists have yet as- 
sented to. 

evident that the regime attempting put the 
best face can situation does not like. The Five 
Year Plan was more less determined long before Poznan 
and the recent wave criticism. was drawn con- 
junction with the Soviet Plan and the plans the other 
Satellites, which are linked it, and the regime has been 
able make only minor changes the basic dimensions. 
shaving billion zloty from the investment program 
can offer slight easing the most serious economic griev- 
ances. encouraging handicrafts can raise the supply 
consumer goods little. Most all, the regime seems 
hope that favoring still more “democratization” and 
making frank confession past errors will raise the 
spirit the masses enough that they will keep work- 
ing. The success the Five Year Plan probably depends 
the success the regime persuading the workers, 
peasants and intellectuals, Cyrankiewicz’s words, 
derstand better why marked economic improvement 
their living conditions cannot happen overnight and why 
much depends their own effort.” 


Economic Semantics 


Heard Warsaw cafe: 


me,” said Party Secretary Ochab the American reporter, “how much does 


the plain worker earn your country?” 
“Oh, $50 week, maybe $60 $70.” 


“And how much must spend live? 


$35 $40.” 


people with all the rest their money?” asked Ochab. 


The American shrugged. 


wish. What are the wages here 
good worker earns 1,000 1,200 zloty month, and suppose has 


spend about 2,000 zloty live.” 


are democracy. People spend their money they 


‘Where people get the rest the money?” the reporter asked. 
“We too are democracy,” Ochab replied proudly, “That their worry.” 


y 
4 
tik 
| 
t 
an 
* 
ae 
aise 
i 
“S44 


FROM THE COMMUNIST PRESS: 


“Economic Inconsistencies 


The following translation article which appeared Zycie Literackie (Cracow), March 25, 


1956, passage which was reproduced the May NBIC 60. The article the kind indict- 
ment Communist labor policies long levelled the regimes their opponents and long vehementl) 


denied the Communists themselves. The article explains, among other things, how workers under 
Communism are systematically deprived the their labor, and how unions work against 


best interests factors the background the June strike and uprisin 


THAN FIFTY years ago, Lenin said that only that 
system can successful which leads constant 
growth labor productivity. The superiority Socialism 
over contemporary capitalism lies, first all, 
its higher labor productivity. The development peo- 
ple’s welfare, social services, etc. depends the raising 
labor productivity. And during the first postwar years, our 
tempo was indeed great. Factories, cities and settlements 
were raised out ruins, thousands villages electrified, 
hundreds schools and hospitals built. The so-called “War- 
saw tempo” was famous throughout the world. The miners 
were disproving the old concepts the potential human 
productivity, the foundry workers were amazing the out- 
side world the tempo their work, the cloth weavers 
were turning out millions yards over and above the plan. 
Our press was full pictures leading workers [Stak- 
hanovites], people who came out their basements and 
occupied bright apartments and furnished them with ex- 
pensive furniture, people who bought for themselves 
handsome radio sets and elegant clothes. All this [propa- 
ganda] was symbol the contemporary times with which 
could silence our enemies. Recently, however, all these 
things have disappeared from our newspapers and radio 
broadcasts. Recently, have suddenly started stammer 
that our situation bad. afraid that this even more 
demoralizing than painting sunny pictures. have been 
asking myself the question where this new hue our 
propaganda comes from. shall attempt answer this 
question. 

[The primary fact is] that our high labor productivity, 
the base all progress, has ceased profitable the 
people. Labor productivity increases only the people 
employed the production field can draw from that 
increase some profit for themselves. Otherwise, high- 
flown slogans and ideas will help. Nobody willing work 
hard for small wages. 

“The more hold back,” said turner, ac- 
quaintance mine, “the longer can earn good wages. 
Everybody knows that the 22nd July, the anni- 
versary the October Revolution, the occasion 
Women’s League and Polish-Soviet Friendship Society 
meetings will have make some [work] pledges. 
not enjoy any longer; all this does not interest much 
did before, the first postwar years. course, every- 
one who wants enjoy the good opinion the Party or- 


Poznan. 

ganization, factory council, management, has make 
some extra effort such occasions. exerted himself 
thus the whole year—and would certainly only 
thought profitable—how could get those extra per- 
centages July November? The management knows 
perfectly well that the plan means norms plus those extra 
‘spontaneous’ anniversary pledges. The Central Administration 
knows it, and the Ministry knows all right. All them 
unanimously accept this hypocritical system; they 
order able report proudly the right moment: 
have collected such and such amount July (or No- 
vember) pledges (signatures 

Way back 1947 was employed electric motor 
factory. The norms there were not computed too strictly 
that was possible exceed them easily, and earn 
good wages. The demand for our factory’s products was 
great. There were malingerers, there were ‘empty’ 
machines motion, i.e. machines wasting fuel, tearing and 
wearing out the bearings for purpose. 

Later on, 1950, when came back that factory after 
completing course for steel workers vocational school, 
found entirely different situation. former col- 
leagues, who previously used bet quart vodka that 
they would the first turn out series shafts for elec- 
tric motors, hundred motors, were now trying work 
slowly possible. noticed that the machines lathing 
cast-iron frames for electric motors were moving four times 
slower than they should. Cast iron requires slow rotation, 
but not slow that. was clear that did not pay 
friends work faster and produce more because then the 
norms would raised, and they would receive 
ally] lower wages for their increased effort. The factory was 
difficult situation that time. The plans were barely 
being met and work premiums were becoming rarity. The 
Secretaries the basic Party organization and the chair- 
men factory councils were thinking about the causes 
this state affairs, and pretended complete bafflement. Yet 
all they had was say the workers: Comrades, will 
put end this continuous increase norms. shall 
stabilize the norms for, let say, period three years, 
and hope you will show what you can do. Believe 
me, they would say these words, the next month would 
bring five times better results the factory, the State, 


and the workers themselves. However, nobody Poland 
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“How the labor competition your factory?” 
“The entire working force taking part it.” 
“And what about the plan?” 


don’t see what one has with the other. 


Szpilki (Warsaw), October 30, 1955 


has ever said these words; this would 
and 

agricultural the authorities have understood 
the obvious truth that not want agricultural pro- 
duction decrease, and want interest the peasant 
raising the land productivity well livestock produc- 
tivity, necessary stabilize for certain time their 
obligatory delivery quotas that all the surplus can 
used for the purpose developing the peasant holdings 
and for individual consumption. This truth, however, has 
been overlooked industrial policy. result, the worker 


perpetually feels Damocles’ sword suspended over his 


head—the threat the increase norms. Forgive me, 
but Poland not country saints. Nobody will strain 
his muscles order earn less during the following month. 

Why the number suggestions for innovations dimin- 
ishing, why are the workers little interested raising 
the efficiency their establishments? Both stem from the 
same source. the suggestion succeeds getting through 
the terrible machine bureaucracy and implemented, 
raises some way the efficiency machine the qual- 
ity product all that the worker gets from small 
bonus, followed increase norms work the im- 
proved machine, increase which often bigger than 
justified the technical improvement. 

this situation, all the big words about material incen- 
tives remain empty words, and they stick like bones peo- 
ple’s throats. And one has bone sticking his throat, 
no force is able to make him speak. How can it be other- 
wise, for long years there has been need for the work- 
voice, his advice, his role has been reduced fool- 
ish prattle meetings about what noble worker and co- 
owner is. 


one time was Katowice (its name was then still 
unchanged) and happened visit the Baildon Foundry. 
One the foundry departments had just decided call 
upon other Polish foundries take part work com- 


petition. The workers were excited, and thought about 
how raise their labor productivity they could win the 
contest with the other foundries which would answer their 
appeal. They were fired with genuine enthusiasm, Socialist 
ardor. Suddenly terrible blow fell them. was prob- 
ably the Provincial Committee which decided that the com- 
petition challenge should made not Baildon but 
some other foundry. don’t know what the reasons for 
this “decision” were, but know that the workers the 
Baildon Foundry were utterly disheartened, and that they 
remained for months, and perhaps for years. They rea- 
soned: “Why should exert ourselves, why should 
concentrate how fight and win the competition, 
the end will the higher organs which decide who 
should make the appeal and take the lead?” 

Undoubtedly those who stifled the foundry workers’ en- 
thusiasm had some good aim view, aim known 
them alone; any rate, they were people estranged from 
the working class, people who did not understand, the com- 
petition coming from the workers’ hearts, from their own 
free will. They squeezed the competition into columns and 
reports which are read absolutely nobody, reports which 
frequently have relation the real state affairs, which 
are prepared primarily for the purpose winning recog- 
nition and premiums. scarcely surprising that 
everyone remains indifferent such “competition.” 

The number famous leading workers [shockwork- 
decreasing; the aura respect and awe surrounding 
the leading workers who, addition being famous, enjoyed 
large wages and numerous privileges, has somehow faded away. 
Today, people hardly speak about the famous production 
lions. Perhaps this because many those famous shock- 
workers worked means “slaves”; the factories which 
wanted show that they had famous leading workers 
their working crews artificially increased the [output] per- 
centage such workers assigning them additional 
brigades assistant This was merely “show” 
and stifled the workers’ enthusiasm. 

Believe me, comrades, enthusiasm most effectively suf- 
focated bureaucracy. Lenin knew it, and warned 
it. However, Lenin died long ago, and his works are read 


“What the deuce happening our plan?” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), September 25, 1956 
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thus worthwhile ask whether the work competi- 
tion the driving force our industrial productivity 
hard for say it, but must said: the pres- 
ent time, and large, the work competition not the 
driving force labor productivity. 


our economists, who are completely out touch with 
life, and who hide all the statistical data, computed the hypo- 
thetical losses incurred the State Treasury result 
wasted electrical energy, work machines feigning pro- 
duction, losses stemming from the intentional concealing 
production reserves our industry, and they compared 
the total sum those losses with the gained 
through unfounded raising norms—they would get 
appalling balance. venture say that millions zloty 
are thrown down the drain this way every day. 

For long time there has been saying circulating 
Lodz that the former owners big industrial establish- 
ments such Geyers, Scheiblers, and Poznanskis received— 
present production costs—the same production results 
now, they would have gone out business. Geyers did not 
employ competition clerks [efficiency experts] but every 
weaver can tell you that they knew lot about this ques- 
tion. have liquidated exploitation, this true, but the 
gained are now wasted wages paid those 
who count the fractions percentages seven times and 
wrile various reports. 

Bureaucratization our industrial life has reached its 
peak, rather its depth. have come the point 
which the deception deeply established many phases 
Let’s take this example: certain State Machinery 
Center Radomsko was great need case nails 
for repairing agricultural machines before the harvest sea- 
son. Radomsko there large factory producing nails; 
theoretically, the machinery center could send man 
bicycle there for those nails. But this would too simple 
procedure the period transition from capitalism 
Socialism! The factory Radomsko not authorized 
sell nails. Therefore, order buy nails, they had send 
truck 120 kilometers Lodz. 


This not all. Since 


trucks are not allowed travel empty, they loaded with 
pile empty beer cases avert the attention the police, 
and finally they cleverly managed obtain the nails. What 
did matter that they had pay ten times more for them? 

The duty publicist does 
the problem. 


not end with pointing out 
This problem has been known for many 
years, but was willing take up.) The publicist 
has duty make suggestions. 
follows: 


suggestions are 


Bureaucracy should removed from the sphere [relat- 
ing production]. All the clerks dealing with this matter 
should dismissed, and the guidance competition taken 
over the trade unions. Trade unions cannot remain 
inactive, merely passive body, but they must become 
active organization representing workers’ interests. Norms 
should not raised without the approval trade unions 
whose decisions should taken consultation with the 
working crews. Norms should revised only when more 
modern machinery introduced. Changes norms should 
not result reduction workers’ earnings. 
norms were revised the instruction certain 


Until now, 
flaged” organs, which acted through certain activists who 
put forth the suggestion. Everybody knew that the workers 
would not venture loud opposition for fear they might 
branded “class enemies,” etc. these circumstances 
could not, and still cannot expect the workers show 
great concern for the machines, for the saving raw 
materials, etc. 

towards all matters concerned with production has been 
spreading Lodz. should mobilize all possible 
means for the fight against this atmosphere. the first 
place, should fight for the implementation the slogans 
the Third Plenum the Central Committee (January 
1955 


inner Party life, introduction Leninist rules into our life. 


confidence towards the masses, democratization 


The time has come speak the masses human way, 
realize that people really think even many cases they 

prefer silent, they were, for instance, the first 


years the Six Year 


The following one section long poem, 


Poprostu (Warsaw), May under the title, “Questi 


Party undefiled well. 


Does this mean 

I need no longer wash? 

The Party mighty rock. 

then one grain dust 
damned inaction? 

The Party the mind our class. 
then have nothing 
under scalp? 

The Party ultimate voice. 

mute membrane? 

The Party ultimate authority. 


With Wiktor Woroszylski. 


Must shoemaker, 

ask the Central Committee 
how make shoes? 

Must 
ask how tend apple and cherry trees? 
Must musician, 


gardener, 


explain the dancing notes head? 
The Party right. 

who stands the top the hierarchy 
always right? 

The Party monolith. 
renegade 

every time doubt? 
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FROM THE COMMUNIST PRESS: 


with Heavy Logs 


Chained their 


Excerpts from story Janusz Matiasiak titled “For 
the Homeland Which Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), 


April 15, 1956; another key the riots Poznan. 


WERE many people working there; they were noisy 

people wet clothes, the moment complaining about 
the terrible nepotism the department directors; crowd 
people clad dirty working clothes which had not been 
washed for the last three years and were now hanging 
big torn patches. There were among them the “green” ones 
from the Pioneer recruitment whom the political officers 
were incessantly goading: “It’s for your homeland, Com- 
“special workers” serving their terms; many work- 
ers working day-basis and earning not more than 800 
zloty month, and finally many professional miners. Old 
miners objected that the coal carts were not fully loaded; 
the supervisors were busy surveying the work every sin- 
gle worker. The laziest workers were the “green” ones from 
the Pioneers. 

Further on, brigade “special workers” was working; 
consisted various blackguards, thieves and scoundrels 
who, while serving their terms the mine, had been saving 
money, and whom the department directors were now 
showing special favors. There had been times when many 
those “special workers,” heavy logs chained their feet, 
had worked like the slaves antiquity; this had been 
stopped, however, and few the directors had been fired 
for permitting such horrors. 

The upper gallery was permeated with the sweetish 
odor sweat which makes men’s heads swim, and with the 
smell lipstick. Here the teams women were working. 
Only half dressed they were carrying lumber, loading 
coal, pushing carts. few rooms further, the gallery 
grew narrower and led the meeting room which there 
was altar; they say that, until recently, the Secretary 
the Party organization used start the meetings “in the 
name the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost”; the 
temperature there was nearly degrees. the rules and 
regulations board someone had blotted out the words: 
“Down with People’s Poland!” Here working conditions 
were most difficult. the last pillar, the coal was mined 
brigade ZMP [Youth League] boys, led young coal- 


digger about twenty-five years old, handsome that Bu- 
gajcyk looked him astonishment. Bugajezyk 
stopped see how the work was being done. was done 
mostly machines; there was not much need for muscles 
and 

The gong was just announcing the end the last shift 
when they came back the surface. Out the hot depths 
the earth came crowd miners who immediately 
stormed the direction the washroom; because still 
had cover from bad weather this walk more than 200 
meters had detrimental effect the health some 
workers. During the winter time, this effect was felt the 
form rattling the chest, difficult breathing, and similar 
indications bronchitis. According rough estimates, 
about ten percent the working crew even caught tuber- 
culosis. Washrooms used clerks were spacious and ele- 
gant. There were separate washrooms for the foremen, for 
the administration clerks, and for the directors, all them 
equipped with beautiful bathtubs, clean water, shiny fit- 
tings; they were often shown the foreign visitors. 
the other hand, the washrooms used the miners were 
dark, the water came from pipes connected pond; this 
water was too warm summer, and too cold winter. 
Out the showers came earth-worms, and the water was 
dank and brackish; hair washed turned stiff wire. 
The ceiling was covered with clothes hanging chains, 
and soaking vapors water. the workers’ skins, their 
armpits, thighs and lips, boils appeared. the records 
showed, about percent the working crew were being 
treated for boils the local doctor. The doctor was 
young man who had just completed his studies the 
Silesian Medical School; everybody who asked for sick 
leave was sent him the infirmary. complained: 
the miners purposely injure their fingers, rub concentrated 
vinegar into their skin, and inflict themselves smaller 
larger injuries; all this done order obtain sick leaves. 
Then blamed for the fact that the number ma- 
lingerers increasing. 
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miner and old Communist] looks the 
no-longer-young woman who has brought 
daughter; recalls the expression her eyes when she 


= 
hers 


once shouted him: “You want make Communist 
recalls her tears when, against her will, took down from 
the wall the picture the Holy Mother Feeding the Child. 

They spend long hours together, and they have nothing 
tell each other. For what can answer when she, after 
coming home from shopping, starts wonder why one 
kilogram juniper sausage costs zloty now, while before 
the price reduction one kilogram better sausage, with 
garlic, cost only zloty; and when she starts making re- 
marks like: “God preserve against one more price re- 
duction!” 

How honest all them are, thinks Lucjan [Bu- 
gajczyk’s son-in-law, non-Communist]; poor father [Bu- 
works hard and doesn’t even know where 
his coal goes. Somebody must cheating us. listen 
the radio and know that all the fourteen institutes 
Western Germany which study matters concerning Silesia 
incessantly argue that our coal sold the Soviet Union 
below cost-price and that for the price coal taken the 
Soviet Union could build fourteen “Palaces Science 
and 

necessary think those matters over—concludes 
Lucjan. They have done father, although there was 
time when they offered him many good positions: 
your choice, you deserve it.” Did write Warsaw? 
What it? Warsaw, where there monument 
the heroes the Warsaw Uprising, there are honest peo- 


ple; they say, though, not many elsewhere. 

One day came home unexpectedly, much 
earlier than usual. the stairwell, heard the sound 
some foreign broadcast; the speaker was announcing the 
time the next broadcast according British daylight 
time, and then London’s fanfare sounded. Bugajczyk stood 
still, dumbfounded: “Is possible that such things are go- 
ing our family?” When pushed open the apart- 
ment door, the broadcast was suddenly stilled. Lucjan was 
quietly arranging some newspapers, among which Bu- 
weekly published Katowice]. 

should like tell you, said Lucjan regret- 
fully, “why causing you this pain. 

[Bugajczyk berates him and finally accuses him being 

not drunk,” interrupted vehemently, his 
face flushed. “That’s enough! You [the give 
coal Russia wholesale, you squeeze all the strength out 
our people. There not even one institution higher 
education Silesia. 

“These are lies, lies! report specifically whom 
are selling our coal. The central organ published for the 
first time Miners’ Day; here is, just read it, accuser!” 

“You believe it, course, father. What naive man you 
are! It’s not enough for you that they fired you from your 
job, that you experienced your own skin their Asiatic 
methods; spite all this, you still lick their boots 
aren’t you ashamed yourself, you 


Planned Econom 


The following letter was recently sent the Estonian paper Rahva Haal: 


“The room used the officials the Juwni Voidu collective farm the Rapina 
region measures square meters. Though space thus limited, the Chairman 
the Varska Village Council decided apportion more placing 
the local liaison agency the room. But that was only start, for some time later 
the local midwife center made its headquarters the very same room. now 
rumored that the kolkhoz office will also have accommodate the library and com- 
munity house: experiment, the rehearsals the choral and folk dance groups 


were held the office.” 


The letter ends with the remark that the collective farm authorities are now 


eagerly awaiting the arrival the local inter-office coordinator. 
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This section presents 


current information conditions behind the Iron Curtain from refu- 


gees interviewed Radio Free Europe reporters. 


INTER-SOVIET BLOC goods distribution network was 
unofficially reported have been recently set 
the captive countries. During September 1955 the German 
Democratic Republic founded so-called Staatliches Ver- 
mittlungskontor fur Konsumguter which serve the 
East German branch. The other countries presumably have 
since followed suit. 

means the new distribution centers the populations 
the captive countries are absorb consumer goods pro- 
duced those countries. hoped that so-called “dead 
stock,” which one the other State trade organization 
unable dispose the home market, will find willing 
customers any the other countries concerned. 

While shipping expenses are paid the offering 
country, the recipient country—which actually must sell 
the goods—pays the offering country’s distribution center 
for that part the merchandise sells. The payments are 
rubles. Merchandise not sold during agreed period 

which presumably can then offer another Soviet bloc 
country). The length time set for the sale any prod- 

uct varies depending the article. 


REFUGEE from Poland disclosed the following details 
about the practice dentistry under the regime health 

principle, free dental service assured every em- 
ployed person and his family his place work. the 
whole, the State offices and factories are provided with 
well-equipped dental dispensaries. The equipment either 
German, obtained part reparations divided the 
Soviet Union between itself and Poland, American, pro- 
vided UNRRA. 

Polish teeth, said the refugee, were directly affected 
the so-called secret orders put into operation August 
1951 secure the places work “People’s Poland” 


These instructions 
were prepared the Ministry Public Security and sent 
local Security cells which were informed that, among 
other places, out-patient clinics, infirmaries, dental dispen- 
saries and drugstores were used contact points “sabo- 


against “hostile sabotage activities.” 


tage agents.” 

The result was that between September and December 
1951, the dental service technicians, 
office workers—was cut percent. All those whose 
history connections seemed suspicious the security 
police were dismissed. the Swierczewski Precision In- 
struments Factory Warsaw, which was outstanding for 
its exemplary medical care employees, persons were 
dropped from the staff the dental dispensary. Only 
three qualified dentists, two technicians and five women 
assistants were left take care the entire plant person- 
nel and their families. The refugee estimated that had the 
dentists received all applicants 1951, they would have 
had work hours day. present, dental clinics 
are only open three hours day, and only minutes are 
allowed for each patient. therefore takes from two 
seven weeks through the routine having tooth 


filled. 


There are believed about 600 unemployed dcntists 
Warsaw. The official explanation that these cannot 
employed because there still shortage dental 
equipment and accommodations for dental dispensaries. 
There are still few private dentists Warsaw and other 
cities. Most Warsaw dentists with private practices have 
joined doctors’ and dentists’ cooperative which very 
popular because its work superior that the State 
dispensaries and its charges lower than those independ- 
ent practitioners. These latter, however, also have much 
work they can handle: their patients include artists, 
scientists, and the majority Party and State bureaucrats 
who can afford pay their high fees. 
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SQUEEZING out the once numerous and prosperous 

independent manufacturers the garment industry, 
the Communist regime Romania created the Manufac- 
turers’ Cooperative fill the gap the economic frame- 
work the country. This organization staffed for- 
mer private manufacturers who have been forced out 
business heavy taxation, artificially high rent rates and 
the high cost materials. These are none- 
theless run the profit system, according former ac- 
countant who recently left the country. The cooperatives 
now compete with the few private firms extant, selling 
lower prices but offering much lower quality crafts- 
manship. 

Overstaffed with unnecessary administrative personnel, 
mismanaged the new inexperienced directors, the coop- 
eratives are proving complete financial failure, according 
the accountant. Their deficits are covered the profits 
other more successful cooperatives and UCECOM 
ion 

The accountant remarked that State policy toward this 
type cooperative essentially contradictory. The Com- 
munists believe, the one hand, that failure the co- 
operative system this field would mean serious loss 
prestige. The Ministry Finance, the other hand, does 
nothing its power help them. Not the slightest tax 
exemption lower rent rate has been granted, despite 
repeated requests for relief. seems that the Communist 
economic officials are moved political considerations: 
the members the cooperatives are former independent 
businessmen and craftsmen, elements with “unreliable” po- 
litical education and outlook. 


fact, the members the cooperative show marked 
apathy Communist activities. They seldom participate 
the meetings their union and other ac- 
tivities. For the time being the Party has undertaken 
major campaign convert purge them. From there 
only hostile attitude toward any increase the mem- 
bers’ wages toward any effort improve working con- 
ditions. 

The main shortcoming the cooperatives surpris- 
ingly low rate productivity, attributed the accountant 
low wages, misuse material through carelessness 
theft (most workers tailors’ cooperative, for instance, 
make suits for clients home, using the cooperative’s fab- 
ric), and the bad working conditions imposed cut over- 
head costs. 

The former private businessmen who are forced enter 
the cooperatives are obliged hand over all their assets 
sort initiation fee. Members are invariably assigned 
work shops far from the site their former shops 
make them lose contact with old customers and the op- 
portunity for business home. However, known 
fact that almost all members the cooperatives have 
some side business order survive. Low productivity 
has raised norms abnormally high, fact rendered them 
impossible meet under existing working conditions. The 
result, during the winter 1953-54, for instance, was that 
many members received monthly wages low 100 
barely enough support one person for week. 


PROBLEM getting household help major con- 
cern the new wealthy “middle class” (Party and State 
officials and regime-favored intelligentsia) Budapest, ac- 
cording recent escapee. Servants were easily available 


four years when the peasants were driven into the 
kolkhozes: that time peasant girls who went the cities 
hoped that their land would returned and that they 
might eventually back. 1955, when they returned 
Budapest after the usual harvest work, they finally lost all 
hope recovering their family property. [This was the 
start the present recollectivization drive]. Now, instead 
going into domestic service, they prefer better-paid jobs 
factories with the prospect pensions. 

Although their applications for special training are rarely 
accepted and they have difficulty finding work, young girls 
former middle-class background are reluctant work 
the households the new bourgeoisie, said the escapee. 
Instead, these girls find employment the building trades, 
and the State pharmaceutical factory hires them sort 
medicinal herbs, work detrimental their health. Other 
jobs these girls may find are rag-picking and gathering 
scrap-iron and paper. 

The cleaning women and cooks private houses are 
chiefly women who have official labor permits work 
Budapest. They are paid five forint (50¢) plus meals 
for cooking and washing up. 


GROUP TWENTY refugees recently interviewed 
conditions their homeland were asked their opinion 
the present character and prospects Hungarian youth. 
general these refugees subscribe the common view 
that the new generation has not been captured Com- 
munism, but equivocal state which lacks moral 
direction, faith its own powers, and regard for the future. 

Nearly all the refugees believe that the Communist re- 
gime’s attempts “win over” the youth have met with 
le: “Communist 
teaching has penetrated some extent,” “the regime 


some success. Typical observations incluc 


yet succeeded winning over all the youth,” “children are 
easily influenced.” The major bulwark against the regime’s 
indoctrination program believed parental influence 
the home. Where that influence absent weak, young 
people are more likely have fallen under the influence 
Communism. Drawing the youths out the home into 
trade union apprentice homes, nurseries, colleges and other 
State boarding institutions one the ways which the 
regime tries break parental influence over young people. 
64-year-old former furrier said: found the greatest 
number young Communists among the industrial ap- 
prentices who live State-run institutions.” 18-year- 
old high school student states: “Youth who live away from 
home, colleges and other schools, much more readily fall 
victim indoctrination.” 

Most refugees point out that the rural youth are the 
least susceptible Communist indoctrination, and con- 
tinue act and think their parents do. Several refugees 
make the point that the regime’s indoctrination task 
facilitated wherever ignorance the past and the West 
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exists. Young people reason “Things are bad Hungary, 
but maybe it’s better other countries.” 18-year- 
old typist says that the youth does not have any idea what 
life was like before; they don’t hear anything about the 
West, and “therefore they believe what the Communists 
say about it.” 

The further young [non-Party] people pursue their edu- 
cation, the more opposed they are Communism. they 
gain experience and insight, they are better able judge 
the fallacies and hypocrisy Communist theory and prac- 
tice. 

reference the Communist youth organizations, sev- 
eral young refugees express approval the sports and en- 
tertainment program, while decrying the political activities 
these movements. One youth said belonged the 
DISZ (Youth League) only because felt “had to.” 
Another cited the ineffectuality the DISZ group the 
plant where worked. described how, after signing 
present the beginning parade, nearly half the 
members the group had evaporated into the crowd 
the time the parade was over. Another refugee referred 
the great stress which the regime lays upon sports 
vehicle for indoctrination. asserted that the youth have 
excelled regime-sponsored sports activities, but have not 
accepted the political indoctrination that accompanies it. 
One young refugee stated that the regime capitalizes the 
adolescent craving for adventure. Members the MRSZ. 
the para-military aviation organization, are allowed 
enter restricted military areas, ride airplanes, and wear 
parachutist emblem, all which, according the refu- 
gee, appeal youth and influence them favor the 
regime. 

young refugee described some the effects the 
‘omnipotent State” over the life young people. The 
“State decides everything” regarding the young people’s 


educational direction and careers. The young person has 


‘ 


choices make. result, the initiative and inde- 
pendence the individual never developed, and can 
assumed that valuable talents and abilities are lost. 
the same time that initiative stifled, feeling security 
develops young people begin take the attitude that 
the State will take care them. long they serve the 
State, they won’t “have worry about what they will do” 

-the regime will provide them with work. Now student 
Western Europe, this refugee has awareness the 
role played the State his own development. re- 
marked that now completely his own, and “there 
even too much freedom.” 

What the young people believe in? The refugees cited 
the youth, and the 
ence “skeptical” attitude toward all values, traditional 
and new (Communist). middle-aged lawyer said that 
Communism has, indeed, affected youth, but not the 
way the regime had planned. believes that the regime 
has raised undisciplined, superficial generation which 
has not, however, succumbed Communism: “The youth 
today can best described Another 
said that while Communist education hasn’t succeeded 
winning over youth, has wrought great damage their 
ideals and behavior. “Young people have ideals, they 
are partly skeptical, partly indifferent. Their behavior shows 
how rootless they have become.” 31-year-old refugee 
declared that, sum, “The young people are prematurely 
old, and the need for survival forces them pretend, 
lie, and repeat slogans mechanically. reality, they 
disdain and hate Communism which deprived them any 
faith. This explains why the youth today are rootless, 
live only the present, and easily slide down the path 
moral degeneration. The ‘dandy’ dress and behavior, the 
exaggerated reverence for exaggerated Western dances, 
don’t much indicate enthusiasm for the West de- 
fiance the society which they live.” 


Siberian Vacations 


Announcement Radio Sofia, July 30, 1956: 
“This evening hundreds youths, members DUPY [the Communist Youth 
Organization], gathered Sofia’s central railroad station take leave 120 com- 


rades who were leaving for the USSR. 


“The youngsters, who were divided into two brigades, will participate gather- 
ing the rich harvests Eastern Siberia and Kazakhstan.” 
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Current 
Developments 


Area 


Spotlight Living Standards 


the past few weeks, despite the growing divergence 
policies within the orbit—with Poland still the vanguard 
liberalization, Hungary not far behind, Czechoslovakia 
more cautious “middle-of-the-road” position, and the 
other countries far behind—a number areawide prob- 
lems, with similar, areawide solutions, have lately come 
the fore. all these countries, for instance, there 
now much talk “bureaucracy” and the evils over-cen- 
tralization, and some them concrete steps are now 
being taken transfer some measure power the lower 
echelons, including factory directors. Other topics now be- 
ing discussed very prominently all, most, these 
countries concern the status and prerogatives the so- 
called kulaks, the costs involved maintaining large 
military establishment, and the fight against unemployment. 


New Status for Kulak 


The “kulak” “large” farmer has long been the bete 
noire Communism. His identity has never been clearly 
defined, for the definition the term varies not only from 
country country but also changes with tactical twists 
policies. rule, however, “kulak” farmer the re- 
gime does not approve and against whom has adopted 
number discriminatory measures. Incidentally, but not 
necessarily, kulak peasant whose holdings are larger 
than average and who employs others his farm. 

Throughout the area, ever since the Communists em- 
barked their collectivization program, the kulak has in- 
curred the following penalties: his compulsory delivery 
quotas have been higher than those for other farmers; 
his taxes have been higher; the penalties for arrears 
compulsory deliveries have been higher; has been 
subject legal prosecution the flimsiest pretexts; 
has not been allowed the join the collectives, though few 
have had the wish so. The latest changes these 
discriminatory practices and the definition the kulak 
status vary from country country, though the apparent 
intent, throughout the orbit, has been ease measures 
against the kulak and alleviate his economic and social in- 
security. The kulak, incidentally, has persistently been 
more productive than smaller farmers, collectives State 
farms. 

Hungary, Erno Gero, First Secretary the Party, 
speaking the National Assembly (Magyar Nemzet 


Five Year Plan Targets 


Following are the available Five Year Plan targets for 
1960, terms percentage increase total agricultural 
and industrial production over 1955. Industrial produc- 
tion further broken down capital goods industry 
increases (A) and consumer goods industry increases 


where figures are known. 
Agriculture Industry 

Czechoslovakia 33.3 

Poland 53-57 

60-65 


Hungary 
Romania 
Albania 


[Budapest], July 19), promised that more careful evalu- 
ation who not “kulak” would henceforth take 
place: “We are trying establish close alliance with the 
middle peasantry and make right the injustices that have 
been perpetrated numerous places against the middle 
peasants calling them kulaks. This now being done, 
and hope terminate compensation within year 
two.” August Radio Budapest referred decree 
“Tax Adjustment for Misclassified Kulaks.” According 
this decree, those middle peasants who are longer 
the kulak list need not pay the contributions compulsory 
for kulaks, including exorbitant taxes. Kulaks are still 
barred from collectives, but the reclassified peasants, now 
labelled middle peasants, may join. (Szabad Nep, July 29. 

Poland, number articles began appear mid- 
June asking for reappraisal the policy toward kulaks. 
Boguslaw Galeski, Trybuna Ludu, June 17, 1956, advo- 
cated that the term limited those, amounting 
present some 120,000 persons, who permanently used 
hired labor. Jerzy Tepicht Nowa Kultura the same 
day asked that the kulaks given chance for “honorable 
capitulation.” The resolution the Seventh Plenum 
buna Ludu, July 31) declared that “it imperative re- 
move the errors and distortions with respect kulak farms. 
The only yardstick justifying the designation farm 
kulak farm lasting exploitation other people’s 
labor the form systematic hire labor, the form— 
usually land rent—of speculation, repayment the form 
labor, and The resolution also stipulated that kulaks 
should able make ends meet, that they will hence- 
forth allowed divide their farms among their children, 
and that “loyal kulaks” could join collectives. Some kulaks 
will now entitled qualify for assistance from MTS, the 
purchase fertilizers, and the extension credits. 

Czechoslovakia, though there has been change, has 
been much more limited. Kulaks may now join the col- 
lectives, but only they cannot influence kolkhoz policies 
and they have the right kind attitude: “In individual 
cases, the kulak fulfills his responsibility towards the 
State, cannot exploit [others], realizes the futility 
the capitalist viewpoint and has recognized the 
strength our system possible permit his ac- 
ceptance into (Rude Pravo, August 1956). 
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Above, “Foreigners?” Below, “No, natives.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), June 24, 1956 


The same article warns against too tolerant “moods and 
benevolent attitudes” towards the kulaks. 

Romania, the recent resolution agriculture (Scin- 
July 28), stipulated that necessary 
“re-examine those cases where peasant holdings are 
classified kulak whose main source income not 
exploitation the labor others. The Plenum recom- 
mended that descendants present former kulaks 
admitted collectives and that those kulaks “who 
have honest attitude toward the People’s Democracy” 
given the same “privilege.” Bulgaria, where large 
holdings were almost non-existent before the Communists 
took over and where, therefore, there was never genuine 
“kulak problem,” the regime has said very little about this 
question the past three years so. July 12, 1956, 
however, Rabotnichesko Delo [Sofia] reported the following 
statement Todor Zhivkov, First Party Secretary: “As 
class, the kulaks are not outlawed. not persecute 
the kulak because his social origin, but only when 
violates the law fails fulfill his duty towards the State. 
Now can accept members the collectives former 
kulaks, but they must not hold managerial positions.” 


Armed Forces and the Economy 
four the countries the area the regimes have 
lately announced that the people’s standard living would 
benefit from cut armaments the armed 
forces, both. The Poles were most explicit this sub- 
ject: “In the course two three years [during the Six 


Year Plan] created strong defense industry; set 
into motion the production new cannons, tanks, jet 
planes, and radar apparatus. This was 
effort. The defense industry absorbed cement, steel, and 
nonferrous metals, which had very little; absorbed 

the best workers and engineer cadres; absorbed raw 
materials short supply and devoured tremendous sums 
foreign currency for the import installations. The value 
the production the defense industry represents many 
millions.” (Ochab his speech the Seventh Plenum 
the CC.) few days later, speech made Wloc- 
lawek (Radio Warsaw, August 3), Ochab said that the 
annual expenditure for the armed forces actually amounted 
billion zloty. Premier Cyrankiewicz, his address 
the Plenum (Radio Warsaw, July 26), stated that: 

“We are entering the Five Year Plan during period 
visible relaxation the international situation. This 
will enable us, without neglecting the problems our 
defense, allocate greater means than could allocate 
during the Six Year Plan for the accumulation re- 
serves in the national economy. . . 


August 18, Radio Warsaw announced that Polish 
armed forces will reduced 50,000 men. 

Rude Pravo (Prague), July announced that 

decision the Czechoslovak government, taken two days 
before, had been decided reduce the armed forces 
10,000 men. July 30, Radio Prague broadcast the 
following statement Premier Siroky: “Czechoslovakia 
last year cut its armed forces 34,000 men. Military ex- 
penditure this year’s budget has been cut 7.9 percent 
compared with 1955 and its share the total budget has 
been reduced 10.7 percent. known, the Govern- 
ment decided July carry out yet another reduction 
the Czechoslovak People’s Army 10,000 men. 
statement the National Assembly this topic in- 
cluded the remark that means thus released are being 
used for increasing the peaceful development the econ- 
(Radio Prague, August 1956). 

The Hungarian regime made similar announcement, 
except that the reduction the Hungarian case will in- 
volve 15,000 men rather than 10,000. According Szabad 
Nep, July 23, the Central Committee stated that: “The 
Central Committee recommends that the government, 
order its own share ease the international 
atmosphere should decrease the army additional 
15,000 men and that the men thus released used the 
peaceful task building Socialism.” The regime had 
previously reduced the armed forces 20,000. Finally 
Romania, the same pattern, reduced its forces 20,000. 
Scinteia (Bucharest), July 12, making the reduction 
public, commented that “the men thus released will sent 
production sectors the national economy.” Last year’s 
reduction Romanian armed forces involved 40,000. 


Unemployment and Overemployment 


Despite Communist boasts the contrary, unemploy- 
ment has always existed the Soviet orbit, though has 
never been acute, since men, women, and indeed children 
have been needed labor the new expanded indus- 
tries which constitute the core Communist planning. 


Ba, 
- 
te 


past years the main cause unemployment has been 
the inability the Communist bureaucracy funnel 
smoothly the tremendous influx from rural areas the 
industrial projects. Lately, however, the situation has grown 
much worse result the impact the drive against 
bureaucracy, which has resulted the abrupt dismissals 
from their jobs thousands persons. These people are 
unwilling unable take jobs either factories 
farms, where they are needed. 

Though the problem areawide, the Polish regime the 
only one which far has released figures this touchy 
problem. The other regimes have referred the situation 
general terms, although refugees from all the coun- 
tries have reported that the situation has deteriorated 
markedly the past year so. 

According official Polish comments, there are many 
jobs available State farms, and coal mines, but the 


working conditions are bad that, despite the extra in- 

ducements, unemployed workers prefer look for work 

elsewhere. for women, though the economy needs their 

efforts, they refuse leave their families find employ- 
ment distant localities. 


Poprostu, June and again June 10, Kierunki, July 
and Gospodarcze, July all discussed the problem. 
According the first-mentioned article Poprostu, un- 
employment increased follows: 5,100 1950, 20,000 
December 1954, 30,700 April 1955, 47,000 April 
1956, and 51,000 June 1956. The June Poprostu 
article said that these figures were too low, that only 
small percentage job seekers actually registered with the 
appropriate the Bureau Labor 
Reserves the real number unemployed six times higher 
than the statistics show.” According the paper more 
exact figure 306,000. The claim Zycie Gospodarcze 
even more astounding. According this paper, 
percent the people now employed could fired without 
any resulting damage production. other words, these 
people are superfluous and indeed should fired the 
regime wishes carry out its ambitious plans for rapid 
increase productivity. With 6.5 million persons employed 
the “Socialized” sector, the number “over-employed” 
may high 1.5 million. Considering that even 
now the number unemployed (“labor accord- 
ing Poprostu June 10) small town like Pyzdry 
“one-third the working-force,” the problem assuming 
dangerous proportions. 


Hungary, Premier Hegedus hinted similar problems 
reported Szabad Nep, July 31, Hegedus tried camou- 
flage the real situation with the following optimistic ap- 


“The simplification procedure, the transfer au- 
thority lower organs, are naturally accomplished 
significant cut personnel and necessitate organizational 
changes. But the government right not considering 
the reduction personnel crucial importance, since 
without the significant reduction excessive centralization, 
the simplification administration and the elimination 
duplication, the mere reduction personnel would not 
rule out later increase.” 


The Premier seems saying that the reduction 
personnel itself does not solve the problem bureau- 
cracy, that has based thorough reorganization. 
does not say, however, how the problem unemploy- 
ment, bound grow with better reorganization, going 
solved. 

Bulgaria, lead article Rabotnichesko Delo 
June 11, discussion the turnover consumer goods, 
stated that: also the problem the existence 
some unemployment cities. well known, this 
phenomenon not characteristic our system, tempo- 
rary only. This unemployment primarily due the 
unnatural migration from the rural areas the cities. 
Obviously, must liquidate June the same 
paper stated that the problem has been discussed the 
Central Committée June and that had issued 
decision outlining “numerous measures utilizing the 
unemployed.” 

Romania and Czechoslovakia the regimes have not 
discussed the unemployment situation. both countries, 
however, the same reorganization involving reduction 


bureaucracy taking place, most probably with similar 
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results. June for instance, Radio Bucharest an- 
nounced that there would reduction the personnel 
under the Ministry the Interior. The announcement 
said that the persons released would sent produc- 
tive sectors the economy; that this transfer has been 
carried out smoothly can doubted. Czechoslovakia, 
indirect indication that the employment situation has 
changed the past year was given article 
the building industry Prace, July 28: 

“In 1955, when the plan for the recruitment women 
was not even fulfilled one third, the enterprises justified 
the situation fof not having recruited these women] 
saying that they ‘could not win over women for construc- 
tion.’ This year the situation different. the majority 
regions sufficient number women are applying. 
But the enterprises exert little effort find appropriate 
opportunities for them. 


Poland 


Poznan Aftermath 


The latest regime figures casualties the Poznan 
riots and persons now detained preparation for the 
forthcoming trials were released Marian 
Prosecutor General, interview broadcast over Radio 
Warsaw July 17. According the official, the number 
dead, first given 38, had risen 53, including “nine 
soldiers and functionaries the public security organs.” 
The youngest casualty was 13-year-old boy. The official 
also said that 300 people” were wounded, but that 
many these had gone home after being given first-aid. 
the time spoke, there were still officially 127 persons 
hospitals, them soldiers the Polish Army, 
functionaries the public security, and five members 
the civil militia.” Western observers had put the toll 
the insurrection much higher (See August NBIC, pp. 
3-6). Rybicki also stated that 323 persons had been arrested 
connection with the insurrection. 

the last few weeks, despite repeated accusations 
the Soviet and Western Communist Parties that the up- 
rising was primarily the work foreign “imperialists,” the 


Polish Party has continued insist that the main cause 
the disturbance was traceable unjust treatment 
workers and the low living standard the population. 
The Polish regime has also spoken “imperialistic 
schemes” but has carefully pointed out that these would not 
have succeeded internal conditions had been different. 

The Soviet interpretation was given Bulganin War- 
saw July (Radio Moscow that day) 

“The imperialists, interested the arms race and the 
enormous profits brings them, fear above all the im- 
plementation the program outlined the Twen- 
tieth Soviet Party Congress. They fear our successes 
the struggle for peace and the people’s security. The most 
aggressive circles the West use every means launch 
subversive activities, staging provocations against the 
Socialist countries, including Poland. The recent cvents 
Poznan, provoked hostile agents, provide fresh evi- 
dence that the international reaction has not yet discarded 
its mad plans for the restoration capitalism the 
Socialist countries.” 


Three days before, however, Ochab had gone out his 
way addressing the Plenum the Central Committee 
point out that this facile explanation should not taken 
seriously Ludu, July 20) 

“The Seventh Plenum the Central Committee 
holding its debate three weeks after the painful incidents 
Poznan. the appraisal the reasons for these inci- 
dents, would erroneous concentrate attention 
primarily the machinations provocateurs and im- 
perialist agents. 

“It necessary look first all for the social roots 
these incidents, which have become for the whole our 
Party warning signal testifying the existence serious 
disturbances the relations between the Party and var- 
ious sections the working 

“Long before the strike and incidents Poznan, our 
Party and its Central Committee had, with profound con- 
cern, examined the problems connected with the economic 
situation the country and the unsatisfactory living stand- 
ard the working people, particularly the working 

“It must also stated that the efforts undertaken 
with view raising the living standards the masses 
were insufficient, not energetic enough, and not always 


Newly promoted Polish Party leaders. From left right: Edward Gierek, Roman Nowak and Adam Rapacki, new members. 


right Witold Jarosinski, new Secretary the Central Committee. Photos from Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), July 29, 1956 
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consistent. Consequently, they have not brought results 
which could regarded the working masses con- 
siderable relief and essential change for the better. 

“The wages some sections the ZISPO workers 
employed the largest industrial installation 
decreased result measures taken without 
adequate consideration the last months. Owing 
changes the norms 1953, the revision norms 
1954, and partly the revisions the organization 
work 1955, rise labor productivity nearly 24.6 
percent was achieved the ZISPO works. This, however 
did not find proper reflection the rise wages. 

“As result the liquidation progression piece- 
work wages the second half 1955, earnings began 
decrease. About percent the workers suffered from 
this. Contrary the binding regulations, the income tax 
for shockworkers was estimated too high level.” 


Further details the situation Poznan, now well 
before and during the insurrection, were given Wiktor 
Woroszylski article the literary weekly Nowa Kul- 
tura (Warsaw) July 29. The writer revealed that, 
July 13, evidence had been unearthed concerning the 
existence organization.” stated that 
the authorities were carefully differentiating between the 
terms and “provocation” and pointed out 
that: known, accordance with our statutes, there 
are legal sanctions for participation strikes 
tations. All those arrested are suspected serious criminal 
offenses: having taken part murder, lynchings, the 
demolition buildings, robbery, well having in- 
stigated these The implication seems that the 
trial will deal with specific acts, rather than, has often 
happened the past, with generalized anti-State accusa- 
tions. 

Discussing Plenum the Poznan City Committee 
the Party, assembled listen report the causes 
the riots, the writer described the participants the meet- 
ing “underfed, sleepy, rarely home, unloved their 
wives. Woroszylski said that, mid-July, there were 
still “pangs and various anxieties” among the people 
Poznan, and that workers were dissatisfied with their pres- 
ent representatives. Looking around the town, the author 
found that “one learns that the Poznan ZMP 
organization] complete fiction.” 

for the loss wages recently incurred Poznan 
workers, the writer gave the following data: 2,231 workers 
lost 180 zloty per month; 1,317 workers lost 
270 zloty; 670 workers lost 360 zloty; and some 428 
workers lost more than 360 zloty (the average wage 
industrial worker about 1,000 zloty). Further, workers 
who had fulfilled their norms 160 percent had been il- 
legally charged percent tax their earnings, that, 
the last few years, more than 5,000 persons had lost 
more than million zloty. 

The latest information available the forthcoming 
trial was given Radio Warsaw, August 13: the Prosecu- 
tor’s Office announced that the investigation the Poznan 
“incidents” would completed the end August, and 
that the trials are start September. 


Plenary Session Central Committee 


The Plenum the Party’s Central Committee 
took place July 18-28. The previous Plenum had been held 
March 20, 1956, appoint Edward Ochab First Secre- 
tary the Party following Bierut’s death March 12. 
The intervening period had been marked switch 
top Party personnel, widening the ferment following 
the Soviet Party Congress and its endorsement the fight 
against the “cult and the occurrence 
the June insurrection Poznan. The importance this 
latest session was further enhanced the necessity give 
belated approval the final basic principles the Five 
Year Plan (1956-60). The Plenum took place while the 
top Soviet leaders were visiting the country. 

The more important events the session were: unan- 
imous acceptance resolution the “political and 
and the tasks the Party,” sur- 
vey which included appraisal results the Six Year 


economic situation 


Plan and the publication basic data the current Five 
Year Plan; the election personnel top Party organs; 
unanimous decision convene the Third Party Con- 
March 1957; the Congress agenda and other related 
matters will decided upon forthcoming VIIIth ses- 
sion the Central Committee. 


Promotions Top Posts 


Three new members were elected the Politburo: Ed- 
ward Gierek, Roman Nowak and Adam Rapacki; Stefan 
Jedrychowski and Eugeniusz Stawinski were made alternate 
members the Politburo. The following alternate mem- 
bers the Central Committee were elevated full mem- 
bership: Helena Jaworska, Mieczyslaw Moczar, Boleslaw 
Ruminski, Eugeniusz Stawinski, Tatarkowna 
and Andrzej Werblan. Witold Jarosinski was promoted 
the post Secretary the Central Committee. Roman 
Nowak, besides his new appointment the Politburo, was 
also made Chairman the Central Control Commission 
the Party, and Janina Kozlowska and Franciszek Nowak 
were made members this Commission. Finally, the 
Plenum approved the decision the Politburo recently 
accepting the resignation Jakub Berman (see June 
NBIC, 44) 

Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), July 29, published brief biog- 
raphies the newly-appointed top Party figures. The most 
striking common denominator most these appears 
their lack “indoctrination” the Soviet Union. 
Some the newly promoted men have fact spent long 
years exile the West, and few them fit into the 
pattern straight Party bureaucrats. Edward Gierek, 
new Politburo member, was born miners’ family 
1913; the age emigrated France, where 
worked colliery. joined the French Communist 
Party 1931 and was deported Poland 1934. After 
finishing his military service home emigrated once 
again, this time Belgium. Gierek then joined the Belgian 
Communist Party and during the war “organized the Polish 
groups cooperating with the anti-fascist resistance move- 
returned Poland 1948 and became 
member the Party’s Central Committee. March 1956 
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Left, Eugeniusz Stawinski; right, Stefan Jedrychowski, both newly 
promoted alternate members the Polish Party’s Politburo. 


Photos from Trybuna Ludu July 29, 1956 


was elected Secretary the CC. 

Roman Nowak also worker background and has also 
spent many years abroad. was born 1900 Chorzow 
and was active the Silesian pro-Polish uprising 1920 
and 1921. that time joined the German Communist 
Party, though was also active the Polish Party and 
became member the National Secretariat the Party’s 
prewar Central Committee. was repeatedly imprisoned 
the interwar period. During World War Nowak was 
active among Polish emigrants Bolivia. After his return 
the end the conflict assumed various regional 
Party posts before becoming alternate and later full 
member the Central Committee. 

Adam Rapacki, the third addition the Politburo, was 
born Before the war was Socialist, not 
Communist. organized underground resistance 
prisoner war camp during the war, and, according 
Radio Warsaw, July 30, “after the liberation was 
active united front leader the Polish Socialist Party, and 
1946 became member the Supreme Council and 
the Central Executive Committee the Polish Socialist 
After the unification the Socialist and Com- 
munist Parties, became member the Politburo, but, 
was demoted alternate member the Second Party 
Congress 1954. also Minister Foreign Affairs. 

result the recent promotions, the re- 
duced number the first half 1956 through the death 
Bierut and the removal Berman and Radkiewicz, now 
again has thirteen members. The number alternate 
members now three whereas had been two. the 
whole, the new blood increases appreciably the number 
persons genuine worker background, and decreases the 
preponderance persons the Politburo with “supple- 
mentary” training the Soviet Union. 


Ochab's Speech 
Both the Premier and the Party’s First Secretary ad- 
dressed lengthy speeches the Plenum, the first concen- 
trating economic affairs (see pp. 26-30), the second 
Party and governmental matters. The substance both 
speeches was contained resolutions “the political and 


economic situation the country and the tasks the 
Party,” and “the results the fulfillment the Six Year 
Plan and the basic tasks the Five Year Plan 1956-60.” 

Ochab, whose speech was reproduced Trybuna Ludu, 
July 20, covered four major topics: the Poznan riots 
(see above for roundup reactions) economic mat- 
ters; evaluation the role criticism; the rela- 
tion the Party the government and other adminis- 
trative organs. tone and content the speech seemed 
endorse the major aspects the current “thaw,” indicating 
that sharp reversal policy being contemplated 
the present time. Ochab made clear, however, that 
disapproved some the more violent press attacks 
against the Party and would not countenance them the 
future: 

“Our propaganda and press have, the whole, made 
positive contribution the democratization our life, 
justly criticizing numerous distortions and errors. How- 
ever, number papers, certain articles some 
papers and the radio, have been marked lack 
restraint and lack understanding the objective rea- 
sons for our economic difficulties. Some journalists—and 
they are not few—revealed lack sense propor- 
tion the distribution light and shadow when draw- 
ing the picture our past and present. Wrong opinions 
and demagogic outbursts did not meet with adequate 
resistance, and these demagogic voices were numerous 
enough exert certain influence the moods prevail- 
ing the country.” 


the other hand, the Party First Secretary time and 
again referred the plight the majority the people, 
particularly the workers. admitted that their standard 
living had not risen claimed, that illegal persecution 
and illegal economic measures and disproportions over- 
all planning had inflicted great hardships the people. 
explained that some the difficulties had resulted 
from the emphasis that had diverted from raising 
the people’s standard living increasing very rapidly 
the might the armed forces. Ochab said that henceforth 
the armed forces would not receive great share the 
national product the past. Besides wage revisions, 
the following promises for alleviation the people’s 
plight were made: percent increase real wages 
the next five-year period, the construction 1.2 million 
new rooms during the current Five Year Plan, the elim- 
ination next year some extra Sunday shifts, increase 
the wage fund, increase the supply consumer 
goods without raising their cost, the elimination “in the 
near future” the quota milk deliveries, and the settle- 
ment grievances locally with commensurate reduction 
bureaucratic procedure. Ochab made clear, however, 
that the general lines past planning are still considered 
correct and will not discarded: “The problem not 
break and discard our present economic pattern, but 
amend and improve systematically.” (For full dis- 
cussion economic plans, see pp. 

While Ochab made crystal clear that the original 
goals the “thaw” with respect “democratization,” the 
elimination bureaucracy, freer discussions, etc., had not 
been abandoned, lashed out what called “anti- 
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Soviet tendencies and prejudices still vogue some 
quarters. retrograde, reactionary, petty-bourgeois, 
anarchist, and utopian trends.” The crux his statement 
further liberalization, however, seemed his emphatic 
assurance that “the Poznan incidents cannot constitute any 
justification for any attempt whatsoever turn back the 
process democratization.” some respects, fact, 
Ochab went further than hitherto defining the bounds 
liberalization. His statement Party government 
relations, seriously implemented, might herald new 
experiment Communist management. Party control 
will course remain firm ever, but the present 
intention seems use that control indirectly, for 
basic decision-making rather than for implementation and 
constant interference. After criticizing the Party for hav- 
ing engaged “administrative work dealing with many 
minor problems which should have been the responsibility 
organs authority all levels,” the Party Secretary 
promised that future there would “liquidation 
the excessive centralization power and management, 
the reduction administrative apparatus, the widening 
the powers Socialist enterprises and people’s councils, the 
livening all forms people’s representation, the wide 
development workers’ democracy work establishments, 


Self Criticism 


Ay 


Chlopska Droga (Warsaw), June 4-10, 1956 


the development bold criticism ‘from below’ and all 
forms involving the share the masses 

Ochab summed the new line follows: “Our Party 
the ruling Party. Does that mean that the Party or- 
gans should directly exercise power? No, not all. 
should set the general direction, the political direction 
the activity all organs power, but must not replace 
them, must not duplicate their work and hamper them 
their functions governing and administering.” 

Ochab also referred the role other parties, and 
asked that the Communists cooperate with these within the 
framework the National Front: 


“Apprehension has been sometimes voiced that inde- 
pendent action and activity the allied parties itself 
opens the way opposition, centrifugal, even anti- 
Party tendencies. This not correct view; this 
sectarian view. Taking the program the National Front 
basis, our Party presupposes differences opinion, 
accepts discussion and criticism, and searches for the best 
means solving our common tasks.” 


assumed that these statements not herald 
radical change policy: the Communist Party will “co- 
operate” with the other shadow parties only long 
decimated remnants once-powerful organizations agree 
with the main lines policy set down the ruling organs 
the Communist Party. Ochab himself referred scath- 
ing terms the “anti-State, anti-cooperative outbursts 
various remnants presumably 
adherents the Peasant Party leader-in-exile who have 
recently demanded that collectivization stopped and 
existing collectives disbanded. 


Resolutions 


The first part the lengthy resolutions the Plenum 
(Trybuna Ludu, July 30, August dealt with tasks 
the current Five Year Plan. With reference the political 
program, the following topics were discussed: 
broadening workers’ democracy work establishments; 
the broadening the autonomy and rights the 
National Councils; the enhancement the role 
Parliament and improvement the work the govern- 
ment and the individual ministries; the full observance 
changes the Party’s role. Most 
these directives repeated the main arguments advanced 
the Premier and the First Party Secretary. particu- 
lar interest were references to the new role assigned to the 
Party: 


“The Party should put end the harmful practice 
ordering social organizations about and exercise its 
leading, ideological, and political influence through mem- 
bers the Party democratically elected the organs 
guiding the activity these organizations. rise the 
independence these organizations will help enhance 
the prestige and confidence they enjoy among the masses. 

the past period, when the leading role our Party 
the National Front was consolidated, generally speak- 
ing, our cooperation with the ZSL [United Peasant Party] 

The allied political parties have their own 
and radical traditions. The ZSL has considerable influence 
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among section the peasants, and the among arti- 
sans and part the intelligentsia. 

believers, and among them progressive Cath- 
olic groups, have made their great contribution the 
cause building Socialism our country. This proves 
that differences world outlook are obstacle rally- 
ing all the patriotic forces within the National Front.” 


Gomulka Rejoins Party 


Wladyslaw Gomulka, former Secretary-General the 
Polish United Workers’ (Communist) Party, purged and 
arrested 1951 for “rightist never brought 
trial—is now once again member the Party. Go- 
mulka’s release from prison was officially announced last 
spring; the regime said the time that the imprisonment 
had been incorrect, but also stressed that Gomulka’s 
views, particularly his opposition immediate collectiviza- 
tion, had been equally incorrect. Persistent unofficial reports 
have indicated that Gomulka had been bargaining with the 
Party the last few months, apparently insisting that the 
regime adopt program more line with his The 
announcement his return Party membership made 
specific reference Gomulka’s views. The notice, 
buna Ludu (Warsaw), August stated: 

The Seventh Plenum the Central Committee the 

Party had decided annul the resolution the Third 

Plenum the November 1949 with respect the 

unfounded and harmful accusations directed Comrades 

Wladyslaw Gomulka, Marian Spychalski and Zenon 

Kliszko, concerning their having tolerated ‘the acts of! a 

foreign agency. After the Seventh Plenary Session, the 

representatives the Politburo the Central Committee 

the Party talked Comrade Gomulka; during the dis- 

cussions, among other topics, basic problems the 

Seventh Plenum were touched upon. After had received 

report this discussion, the Politburo decided re- 

store his Party rights Comrade Gomulka.” 


Though restored Party membership, Gomulka has not 
far been elevated membership any the Party’s 
top agencies. Zenon Kliszko, one the three persons 
mentioned the brief announcement, has become Deputy 
Minister Justice. 


Monument Mark Warsaw Uprising 


line with recent revisions the regime’s policy to- 
wards non-Communist fighters World War II, Try- 
buna Ludu (Warsaw), August disclosed that the Warsaw 
People’s Council, July 30, had discussed 
plans for the erection monument the capital dedica- 
ted the memory its wartime heroes. The draft the 
resolution (Radio Warsaw, July 30) makes plain that the 
present Party leaders still consider that the order for the 
Warsaw uprising (from London) was “political” na- 
ture and therefore unwise. “But the people Warsaw, 
the magnificent youth Warsaw the ranks the A.K. 
Home Army directed the London Polish Govern- 
ment Exile], the A.L. People’s 
and other armed organizations during the days the 
uprising showed the highest degree patriotism and sacri- 


fice for the Fatherland, courage and skill 
battle. Two the members the newly formed 
for the Building Monument Warsaw’s 
Heroes are Marian Spychalski and Zenon Kliszko, two 
former Gomulka associates who, together with Gomulka, 
were recently readmitted the Party. 

July 31, according Radio Warsaw the following 
day, ceremonies were held throughout the capital mark 
the 12th anniversary the uprising. The broadcast 
stressed the presence representatives the A.K., and 
mentioned particular General Kirchmayer, 
lease from prison was announced March this year. 


New Policy Toward Private Artisans 


The past few weeks have witnessed sharp change the 
regime’s attitude toward private artisans, long considered, 
like the capitalist elements who would have 
replaced the encouragement handicraft coopera- 
tives. The Polish regime has apparently come the same 
conclusion that reached the Nagy regime Hungary 
1953: consumer goods are made available more 
abundant quantity and better quality than hither- 
to, then private artisans must given the opportunity 
ply their trade. 

Zycie Gospodarcze (Warsaw), July put it, “the 
nationalization the workshops most cases was eco- 
nomic crime, because the liquidated private workshops 
most instances were not replaced State-run workshops 
which could operate more smoothly.” The same article 
criticized regulation the Ministry Small Handi- 
crafts April 30, 1956, according which every workshop 
employing more than one outside worker was automatically 
classified factory establishment. The paper also de- 
manded that the circular the Chairman the Council 
Ministers dated February 1956, which forbade the 
place orders with private work- 
shops, should rescinded. Many similar articles have 
recently appeared, including editorial July 
Express Wieczorny (Warsaw) which presented less than 
demands for improvement the situation, including 
revision punitive taxation, the assurance access raw 
materials, and the availability proper premises. 

Concrete steps for improvement the private artisans’ 
lot were spelled out resolution the Communist- 
dominated Democratic Party, and published 
Demokratyczny (Warsaw), July 11-17. 
gave the following information the history handi- 
crafts under Communism: 


1946 121,468 265,651 
1947 138,613 277,632 
1948 134,443 300,067 
1953 82,611 123,865 


July 27, Radio Warsaw announced that the govern- 
ment “had already abolished regulation forbidding 
government offices and State enterprises make con- 
tracts with independent craftsmen.” The resolution the 
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Seventh Plenum, Trybuna Ludu, July 31, stated that “State 
assistance and protection should extended individual 
craftsmen, about whom important errors were made the 
past. necessary bring end the false practice 
treating the craftsmen the representatives stratum 
alien Socialism. the contrary, they should treated 
important supplement the Socialist State and co- 
operative industry, mainly the fields services and pro- 
duction for the needs the 

view the continued heavy industry, the 
revision official policies towards the artisans, like the 
recent revision affecting kulaks and the promised reduction 
emphasis armaments, both logical and necessary: 
implemented might help somewhat increasing con- 
sumer goods without necessitating great dislocations 
large extra investments. view the Nagy fiasco this 
field Hungary, however, remains seen whether 
the Communists will fact allow flourishing private sec- 
tor re-emerge and whether, once has regained its lost 
vigor, the regime will willing let thrive. 


Custom Duties Reduced 


Effective October custom duties goods sent 
Poland gifts from abroad are reduced, according 
Radio Warsaw, July 13. The reduction such articles 
medicines, writing materials and some machines and 
implements much eighty percent. The duty 
clothing cut almost half. Duty some items, such 
artificial limbs and wheel chairs, abolished. 


Hungary 


New Policies 


Following the “resignation” Matyas Rakosi First 
Secretary the Party’s Central Committee, the Hungarian 
regime shuffled top Party and government posts, promised 
reform several areas where public complaint had been 
strong, and made clear its limits concession liberalizing 
pressures. The regime also issued revised, somewhat less 
ambitious version the Second Five Year Plan (see 51). 

The departure Rakosi, whose identification with Stalin 
had been very marked, was long predicted; Tito, his 
bitter enemy, had demanded it, Petofi Circle meetings had 
called for (see NBIC, August 1956, pp. 38-42). When 
Central Committee, Rakosi pleaded age (64) and ill health 
the major causes for relinquishing power, but also ad- 
mitted The ill health, according Radio 
Budapest, July 18, consisted and 
blood pressure. the mistakes, Rakosi said: 


“After the Twentieth Congress the Communist Party 
the Soviet Union and the report Comrade Khrush- 
chev, clearly realized that the gravity and effect these 
mistakes were more serious and more extensive than had 
previously thought. the rehabilitation process 
Rajk and others was slovenly and suffered from interrup- 
tion, criticism and self-criticism well the liquida- 
tion the cult personality were slow progress, the 


Left, Rakosi the former First Secretary the Hungarian Party: 
right, his successor, Gero. 


Szabad Nep Budapest), October 23, 1951 


ctarian, dogmatic views and methods was 


fight against 
not positive enough, then the First Secretary the 
Party, have to accept serious blame ~T i” Szal id Ne / 


July 


18-21, 
which instigated the change regime, Mikoyan, So- 
viet First Deputy Premier, was Budapest. left the city 


the morning July 22. 


Central Committee meeting, July 


Erno Gero 


Rakosi was replaced Erno Gero. The new Party 
leader fifty-eight years old, Communist since 1919. 
1922 was arrested for underground activities. Sent 
Moscow 1925 prisoner exchange, became of- 
ficial the Foreign Section Comintern. was 
Spain 1936 advisor Juan Negrin, Spanish Repub- 
lican President; returned Moscow the war’s end. 
1945 Gero came back Hungary member the 
Party’s Secretariat and Politburo. When the Communists 
absorbed the left-wing Social Democrats 1948, form 
the Hungarian Workers’ (Communist 


member the Central 


Party, Gero was 
the Politburo and the 
Secretariat. held various leading government posts, in- 
cluding Commerce Minister, Transportation Minister, and 
Finance Minister; 1952 became Deputy Prime Min- 
ister with overall control economic affairs. retained 
his position the June 1953 regime shuffle, with the addi- 
tional portfolio, until May 1954, Minister the Interior, 
in charge of the politic al poli e. Gero is known as an ascetic 
intellectual, hard worker, fanatic Communist. is, 
like Rakosi, Jew. 

addition the new Party leader, the Central Com- 
mittee “elected” four new Politburo members and two new 
alternate Politburo members. The men chosen are indica- 


tive the current liberalizing currents. The new Politburo 


— 
hy 
4 
4 
a 
" 
| 


members are: 


Janos Kadar, prewar Communist Youth leader, Central 
Committee and Politburo member from 1945, Deputy Sec- 
retary-General from 1946, Minister the Interior 1948- 
1950. Arrested the 1951 purge Commu- 
nists. Released 1954 become First Secretary the 
Pest County Party organization. 


Gyorgy Marosan, Deputy Secretary-General the Social 
Democratic Party before the fusion with the Communists, 
afterwards Deputy Secretary-General the fused Party. 
Arrested 1950, was probably not released until the 
spring this year. 


Karoly Kiss, Chairman the Party’s Control Commission 
since 1946. became member both the Central Com- 
mittee and Politburo 1945, was Foreign Minister 1951- 
1952, Deputy Premier from 1952 until the regime reorgani- 
zation June 1953. then was relieved his Politburo 
membership and his post Deputy Premier. 


Revai, made Central Committee and Politburo 
member 1945, was Minister Culture 1949-1953. 
June 1953 “resigned” from Politburo become Deputy 
Chairman the Presidium. member the Edito- 
rial Board Tarsadalmi Szemle, leading Party theoretical 
magazine. 


The new Politburo alternate members are Sandor Gas- 
par, Chairman the Trade Union Federation, and Sandor 
Ronai, National Assembly Chairman and leading Social 
Democrat until the 1948 fusion. 


Cautious New Line 


Despite this infusion former Social Democrats and 
Communists into the Party’s ruling body, was 
carefully stated that Imre Nagy, symbol the 1953 New 
Course, not return power. Premier Andras Hegedus, 
after praising Rakosi for resigning when could 
carry the job, that “the enemy” would not find 
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attack the Party, told the Central Committee meeting: 


“We must expect, however, that the enemy and even 
some vacillating elements within the Party] will 
try utilize the resignation Comrade Rakosi for the 
creation confusion; may even happen that the same 
effort will exerted the rightist elements grouped 
around Imre Nagy. have the alert that 
all such attempts will rejected. have use all our 
strength keep the unity and discipline our party ever 
more firm. (Szabad Nep, July 19.) 


was quite clear that the regime leaders feared split 
Party ranks, intensification the criticism the 
Party Party members which had been evident the 
Petofi Circle meetings. Erno Gero, addressing the Central 
Committee after his election, stated: 


“Touch wood, Poznan has occurred Hungary, al- 
though the imperialist boastfully described 
Petofi Circle events Poznan.’ There were sound 
features the Petofi Circle but there were also disrupting 
symptoms, was clearly stated the June resolution 
the Central Committee. The Petofi Circle included 
many honest people loyal the Party. the same 
time, however, one has say that there began develop 
around the Circle second political view which stood 
opposition our policy and the Central Committee. 
There can doubt that this had organized charac- 
(Radio Budapest, July 18.) 


radio 


Gero went apportion blame for the slowness fol- 
lowing the precepts the Soviet Twentieth Congress 
that was criticized the Petofi Circle. Rakosi, stated, 
was unable handle the “wavering and procrastination 

although striving Gero also blamed the fact 
that “the Politburo did not feel could rely unanimous 
support from the Central Committee there was full 
unanimity between the members the Central Committee 
regards the policy pursued the Party.” 

The reference Poznan above was only one many in- 
dications Gero that the new dispensation, more than 
the old, would not permit criticism the Party’s actions 


New members the Hungarian From left right: Janos Kadar, arrested “national” Communist 195], released 1954; 
Karoly Kiss, removed from Politburo and post Deputy Premier 1953; Jozsef Revai, resigned from Politburo 1953 become 
Deputy Chairman the Presidium; Gyorgy Marosan, former Social Democrat, became Deputy First the Party after fusion, 


was arrested 1950, presumably was recently released. 


Photos from Szabad Nep (Budapest), July 19, 1956 
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and dogma the Polish extent. stated: “Yet 
self-criticism must not degenerate into 
not the interest the working class brood over mis- 
takes and delve into mistakes the past.” 

Although careful limit the degree criticism and 
demand Party unity and discipline, the regime was loud 
boasts and promises improvement. The chief areas 
this improvement are: adherence “Socialist legality” and 
rectifications past violations; decentralization 
expansion the role the National Assembly; widening 
the scope and functions the People’s Patriotic Front. 


"Socialist 


The resolution passed the Central Committce meeting 
stated: 


“The elimination the consequences grave violations 
law, committed certain political criminal cases 
the past, was begun during the past few months, 
nearing completion. Innocent people, revolutionaries, 
Communists, veteran fighters the labor movement, and 
our Comrades who were condemned prior 1953 the 
basis invented charges and result illegal pro- 
cedures, have returned the ranks. 
474 were dealt with 
procedure. 


the course the rehabilitation 
this respect, however, have additional 
tasks ahead. Among those Party members who won merit 
the past and were wrongly arrested are former Central 
Committee members Ferenc Donath, Zoltan Horvath, 
Janos Kadar, Gyula Kallai, Gyorgy Marosan, Gyorgy 
Palffy, Laszlo Rajk, Pal Schiffer, Tibor Szonyi and Imre 
Vajda, and former candidate members Geza Losonszy and 
Istvan Szirmai—these and others have been rehabilitated. 
Their expulsion from the Party has been annulled, and 
some them have again been elected members the 
Central Committee. Arpad Szakasits has been judicially 
rehabilitated, and the investigation into the problem 
his Party membership (Radio 
July 


interesting note that the use the word 
itation,” now very popular Eastern Europe, covers both 
such men Kadar and Marosan, now Politburo members, 
and such men Palffy, Rajk and Szonyi, long ago executed. 

Prosecutor-General Gyorgy Non, speech the Na- 
tional Assembly, gave further information rehabilitations 
and amnesties, according Szabad Nep, August 
stated that 300 political convicts “groundlessly condemned 
have been The “overwhelmingly majority” these 
were Party members. addition, 1,400 those sentenced 
for acts committed against the people during the war have 
been released. said that “we have also examined the 
cases 250 convicted persons sentenced for war crimes 
the Soviet authorities and subsequently handed over 
Hungarian but gave indication the results 
the examination. 

regard men executed for political reasons, Non 
said: “The court has acquitted all charges Comrades 
Laszlo Rajk, Tibor Szonyi, Andras Szalai, Endre Szebenyi, 
Gyorgy Palffy, Laszlo Solyom and have taken 

Szakasits, arrested 1950, was Secretary-General the 
pre-fusion Social Democratic Party, became Chairman the 
Hungarian (Communist) Party and President 
Hungary. 


and are taking steps order assist their relatives mor- 
ally and materially.” Most the men mentioned were in- 
volved the Rajk affair; Szebenyi was arrested connec- 
tion with Rajk but never mentioned the trial. This 
the first official notice his death, which believed 
have occurred during pre-trial interrogation. 

common, non-political criminals, Non stated that 20,- 
890 have been granted amnesty, which only 390 received 
full pardon, 8,500 were released parole, and 12,000 had 
sentences “modified into penalties educational char- 
acter.” 

Non went give figures designed demonstrate the 
current use police and prisons. said 
that November 1955 there were 37,027 people impris- 
oned, compared 22,088 July 10, 1956. 

Finally Non stated that: “Disciplinary action has been 


reduction 


started against members the State security forces while 
persons charged with more serious violations the law 
have been brought before military courts.” 

Another aspect the wave amnesties was announced 
Radio Budapest July 20. admitted that during the 
past years many people Baranya Province, bordering 
Yugoslavia, had been arrested because blood relation- 
ship friendship with Yugoslavs. stated that these “un- 
just were being revised, the victims rehabilitated 
and provided material reparation. 

The resolution urged that the compilation new 
penal and civil legal code, now progress, speeded up. 
followed the present Soviet trend denying the admis- 
stated 
that “detention remand custody can ordered only 


sibility conviction based confession alone. 


exceptional cases,” and called for reduction the “far 
too wide scope authority military tribunals and mili- 
tary prosecution offices.” 


Mihaly Farkas 

connection with the emphasis “Socialist legality,” 
was announced July that General Mihaly Farkas 
was expelled from the Central Committee, the Party, and 
deprived “of all functions,” and that would stripped 
his rank. was accused having been “greatly re- 
sponsible for the violation Socialist legality, for the un- 
warranted persecution former leading Party cadres, and 
for the creation atmosphere mistrust. During the 
past few years his activities within the Party and admin- 
istration were increasingly characterized methods di- 
rection incompatible with those leading Communist 
abuse office entrusted him the Party, abuse power, 
conceit, and the fostering the cult the individual.” 
(Szabad Nep, July 22.) 

Farkas was Minister War from 1948 1953. April 
1954 was removed from the Politburo. has long been 
identified with the and held re- 
sponsible for the persecution Communists 
and Social Democrats. 


National Assembly 


Deputy Prime Minister Antal Apro addressed the As- 
sembly (in session July 30-August August ampli- 
fying the statement the resolution that the Assembly 


will permitted wider 
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“The Assembly the past years has not fulfilled our 
political and social life, the conduct State affairs, its 
important designated role the supreme organ State 
power. should called session more frequently. 
what the resolution asks for, and will 
everything our power enforce the resolution. 
plan call the Assembly together least twice this year.” 


Szabad Nep, August 


Furthermore, Apro stated that system interpellation, 
questioning the government Assembly members, 
would introduced: “Interpellations matters public 
interest will give indication the type problems 
borne the population.” 

Granted this encouragement, the Assembly members im- 
mediately presented number interpellations. one 
these, August Mrs. Jozsef Nagy, Minister Light In- 
dustry, was accused illegally permitting widespread use 
night shifts workers under 18. Mrs. Nagy replied that 
such occurrences were very rare, but the answer was unani- 
mously rejected the Assembly, and the Speaker called 
upon the Minister “give the matter thorough investi- 
gation and return another 

Other interpellations have included demand for the re- 
introduction immunity for Assembly members, put for- 
ward August Lajos Dinnyes, former Smallholder 
Party Premier. also demanded that the Presiding Judge 
the Supreme Court give account his activities 
the Assembly. another interpellation, the next day, the 
government was asked about the suppression religious 
education “in certain places.” Hegedus admitted 
that State organs lower levels have committed “certain 
excesses,” but added that some Catholic priests also com- 
mitted putting unfair pressure parents 
send their children religious classes. 

connection with the work the Assembly, the Cen- 
tral Committee resolution suggested change the system 
election the Assembly, whereby the voter would vote 
not for list candidates, the past, but for specific 
candidate. This does not mean that will have choice 
candidates, but simply that will represented 
specific candidate, that the provision the Constitution 
providing for recall “representatives who longer own 
the confidence the people” can better operate. 

Despite these slight modifications the previous Com- 
munist practice employing the Assembly monolithic 
and voiceless rubber-stamp, was made clear that Western 
parliamentary democracy not the goal. Gero stated this 
his Central Committee speech: 

“Above all, have guarantee, without any vacilla- 
tion, the further democratization the country. .This 

democratic proletarian Socialist and not 

bourgeois democracy some people imagine it.” (Szabad 


Nep, July 


Apro, his August speech the Assembly, was more 

“Hostile imperialist circles emphasize, unison with 
their tame satellites, that genuine democracy means sys- 
tem several political parties, and that should back 
the political setup seven eight years ago, create 
system many parties and some sort coalition 


power, perhaps reorganize again those parties which are 
long defunct. must discuss this problem openly. The 
Assembly must express its opinion clearly, for even this 


country there are illusions certain circles. declare 
openly and clearly that this not what mean 
democracy.” (Szabad Nep, August 


PPF 


The new regime has proclaimed its intention con- 
tinue the recent trend toward emphasis the role the 
Patriotic People’s Front, the organization comprising all 
mass organizations, and enlisting the support the 
widest mass the The PPF threatened 
escape Party control under New Course, and its 
activities were sharply curtailed when Nagy was over- 
thrown. now being stated that the PPF must continue 
controlled the Party, but must not purely 
Party affair. Gero told the meeting that: 


seems that the fact that the Chairman the 
PPF Apro, appointed June 16] Communist and 
the Secretary-General without party affiliation 
fectly proper. The fact that all the other Secretaries are 
must 
secure firm leadership the PPF the Party; this 


Communists, however, not appropriate. 


does not mean, however, that the Communists must always 
and everywhere have absolute majority. fact, there 
should representatives with party affiliations, repre- 


senting all the different classes among them those who 


” 


Decentralization 


Continued calls for decentralization stress the 
authority given local councils, local economic organs, 
and factory managers. Party decision, published July 23, 
emphasized the function the councils leading all eco- 
nomic, social and cultural activities. Ministries and other 
central State organizations will only exercise overall super- 
vision and coordination, and provide expert advice. Fac- 
tory managers are given only overall directives for the 
quantity, quality and timing production. 

facilitate this increase local control, reorganization 
the county, district and regional structure planned, 
completed the end the year. The number coun- 
ties, now 19, reduced, probably 12. 


State Loan Abolished 


number other concessions popular demands have 
been recently announced. Most important these for the 
economic well-being the people the abolition the 
hated annual State Loans, suggested Gero his 
speech. Since these loans are made the fall, for the fol- 
lowing year, the abolition will effect constitute salary 
increase beginning 1957. Gero claimed that this increase 
will amount 4.2 percent. also recommended that 
previously issued loans for terms under years extended 
years, ease the repayment burden the 
State. 

Residence Permits Unnecessary 


August Nepszava (Budapest) announced the abo- 
lition, effective the previous day, the system whereby 
non-residents major cities needed temporary residence 
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permits for visits longer than three days. These cities were: 
Budapest, Sztalinvaros, Kazincbarcika, Komlo, 
and Verpalota. Such visitors must still register with the 
police, however. 

Agriculture 


the field agriculture, the new regime intends con- 
tinue the stress voluntary collectivization. The reso- 
lution, however, also urged the forming the simpler types 
collectives. The neglect which these halfway stages to- 
ward the kolkhoz have received the past now consid- 
ered sin left-sectarianism: “After the resolution, 
without for moment giving the idea that encouraging 
simple agricultural associations discourage the formation 
kolkhozes, must abandon our sectarian attitude, our 
isolation from the simpler forms association. can 
still often meet such attitude among the 
the Party and State.” 

make kolkhozes more attractive, the suggested 
that system old-age pensions for kolkhoz members 
established. The system would financed the kolk- 
hozes themselves. 

the other hand, meet part one the bitterest 
complaints independent peasants, new decree has 
modified the practice land commassation, according 
Szabad Nep, July 21. The decree restricts the rights 
kolkhozes force exchange land parcels with independ- 
ent peasants, has been the practice previously, leaving 
the independent peasant with inferior land. 

Szabad Nep, August provided figures the present 
state collectivization. They indicate that July 1956, 
there were 5,143 kolkhozes (all types), increase 14.4 
percent the past months. These kolkhozes comprised 
1,437,900 hectares, increase 29.4 percent the last 
year, and have 277,000 households, increase 43.2 per- 
cent. 


Changes Second Five Year Plan 


The Central Committee adopted the revised di- 
rectives” the Second Five Year Plan (Szabad Nep, July 
25). The directives had been first published April 
for the purpose public discussion, with the expressed 
hope that suggestions and criticisms would “uncover re- 
serves the people’s economy not yet considered.” First 
Secretary Gero, his report July 18, said that more 
than 35,000 written proposals had been submitted groups 
and individuals. stated that the proposals had been 
weighed committees the Central Committee and the 
Politburo, which were submitting revision the draft di- 
rectives for the approval the full Central Committee. 
The new version was claimed Gero substantially 
modified” one. 

But comparison with the original draft directives (dis- 
cussed NBIC, June 1956) shows that the chief alteration 
has been slight lowering the targets for industry (see 
box). The reason given for lowering the industrial targets 
was tight supply raw materials and the need build 
stocks them. The target for raw materials production re- 
mains the same—a 57-58 percent increase—but the target for 
processing industry has been slightly lowered, from in- 


Following are the main indices of the two versions of the 
Second Five Year Plan 


1960, except for investment) 


percentage increases from 
First Version Second Version 

Production 
“Socialist” industry 

Capital goods 60” 


Consumer goods “about 40” 
Agriculture 


billion forint 
industry 

Capital goods 

Consumer goods 
Agriculture 


National Income “about 40” 


Labor productivity “about 36” 


Real wages “at least 


“at least 25” 


Consumption 


Foreign trade 


crease of 47-48 percent to one of 45-47 percent. Gero said 
the planners also felt “that should prepare directives 
whereby would not exposed possible surprises 
things not turn out planned for reasons beyond our 
control—such comparatively poor agricultural yields over 
one two years and that should set aside con- 
siderable reserves for this purpose. have learned 
from our past mistakes.” The reduction the overall in- 
vestment target was said related the changes 
the industrial targets, and together they account for the 
lower goal for national income. 

Some changes the investment program involved re- 
allocating funds rather than reducing them. Premier Hege- 
dus, reporting the changes the Central Committee 
(Szabad Nep, July 24), said that larger proportion 
total investments would earmarked for technological de- 
velopment. Specific changes were made certain indus- 
trial projects: for example, “instead the originally 
planned renovation the Budapest porcelain factory has 
been deemed better solve the problem expanding the 
production glazed tiles opening new factory 
Satoraljaujhely.” 

However, the general framework the Plan has passed 
through the weeks discussion substantially unaltered. 
Although Hegedus made the customary assertion that the 
“fundamental task” the Plan “is increase the well- 
being and cultural level our people,” the modifications 
this direction were few. The regime has decided not 
ask for any more “peace loans” and other compulsory loans 
from the public. Gero estimated that this would increase 
real wages 4.2 percent. But offset this, loans which 
have been previously subscribed will converted 
comes will thus, effect, taxed less heavily, but savings 
the form State bonds will impounded for 
period. Certain other minor changes are proposed: ma- 
ternity benefits will extended mothers forced care 
for sick children under three years age; response 
pressure for more school facilities, the State will build 
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classrooms during the five years instead 4,100; and 
the production motor bicycles will increased. 

The program for agriculture remains unchanged, al- 
though there has been obvious disagreement over it. Pre- 
mier Hegedus said, few our agricultural experts have 
considered, and perhaps still consider, that the proposed 
estimates for our agricultural production are excessive. But 
many facts indicate that economically possible 
achieve our objective. have many reserves. 

the question raw sorest eco- 


nomic Hegedus promised that the coun- 


try’s position will eventually eased the fact that its 
economic planning has been integrated with that the 
other Satellites and the Soviet Union: 


“We shall able count much larger extent than 
hitherto the planned importation nickel, zinc, pyrite, 
flax and other important basic materials from the Socialist 
countries. Iron ore will supplied increased 
quantities the Soviet Union, and shall receive hard 
coal from Czechoslovakia and Poland. base the devel- 
opment our chemical industry the natural gas 
shall receive from Romania. plan the import con- 
siderable amount electric power from Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and the German Democratic Republic. the 
other hand, shall deliver bauxite, alum earth, alumi- 
num and other materials the friendly countries.” 


The revised directives will serve the basis for the 
drafting the final Five Year Plan, which will sub- 
mitted the National Assembly before the end the year. 


Government Shuffle 


Szabad Nep, July 31, announced number changes 
government personnel. Janos Boldoczki resigned 
Foreign Minister, becoming Minister Moscow. was 
replaced Imre Horvath. Tibor Erdey-Gruz resigned 
Minister Education, replaced Albert Konya. 
Arpad Kiss resigned Minister Chemical Industry and 
Energy; the Ministry was changed supervise the chemi- 
cal industry only, under Gergely Szabo. Sandor Czottner’s 
Ministry Coal Mining became the Ministry Mining 
and Energy. Ivan Altomare was replaced Food Supply 
Minister Rezso Nyers. 

The new First Party Secretary, Erno Gero, resigned his 
post First Deputy Premier; Istvan Hidas was elected 
fill the gap. Gyorgy Marosan, one the new Politburo 
members, was made Deputy Premier. Erno Gero and 
Sandor Ronai, one the new Politburo alternate members, 
were elected the Presidium; place was made for them 
the resignations Bela Veg and Ferenc Nezval. 


Czechoslovakia 


Constitutional Amendment Slovakia 


The Czechoslovak National Assembly convened session 
July 30, and August 
cerned 


Its main deliberations con- 
Radio Prague stated August pro- 
posal group deputies issue constitutional 
amendment Slovak national organs.” This proposal, en- 


tailing the replacement number sections fun- 
damental articles and other provisions the May 
1948 (Communist) constitution, including the entire fifth 
chapter, was unanimously adopted July 31. 

Passage this bill gave formal extension power 
the top Slovak national organs—the Slovak 
Board Commissioners the executive branch and the 
Slovak National Council, the legislative body. The in- 
creased power the Slovak National Council will now en- 
title appoint and recall members the Board 
Commissioners and shape and implement locally 
greater extent economic plans, including Slovakia’s budget. 
Further, the Slovak National Council will henceforth 
longer obliged submit laws accepted govern- 
mental approval Prague, provided the said laws are con- 
stitutional, within the competence the Slovak body and 
accordance with national economic plans. for the 
Board Commissioners, its new authority derives ap- 
parently partly from the increase power the legisla- 
tive branch and partly from the new stress decentraliza- 
tion and local initiative. Rude (Prague), August 
explained the change follows: 


“Formerly Minister had direct jurisdic- 
tion Slovakia and could therefore give direct instruc- 
tions [Slovak] enterprises, the executive organs 
National Committees, other establishments 
Slovakia. All had was make such interference 
known the Commissioner. The new constitutional law 
has such stipulation. future, with the exception 
matters reserved governmental jurisdiction state- 
wide basis, Ministers will direct individual branches the 
national economy and cultural matters exclusively through 

The constitution stresses that the Board Com- 
missioners called upon safeguard fulfillment the 
tasks connected with the economic and cultural develop- 
ment Slovakia. [The Board now competence 
direct all branches and sectors State administration, 
with the exception foreign affairs, foreign trade, 
defense, railroad and air transport some 
branches heavy industry, State-wide management 
wage policy, etc. necessary underline that the 
constitution emphasizes that even these matters, which 
the government shall direct throughout the State, [the 
authorities will depend and cooperate with 
the Slovak Board Commissioners.” 


Among the concrete steps undertaken connection with 
the amendment was the creation the office Slovak 
Commissioner for Fuel and Oil Industry and the 
transfer the management bulk purchase agricul- 
tural products Slovakia the office the Commissioner 
for Food Industry and Bulk Purchasing Agricultural 
Products. The Rude Pravo article also stressed that hence- 
forth only the main targets economic plans would 
submitted Slovak authorities and that, with respect 
details and implementation, particularly 
lated “education, culture, health, agriculture and for- 
estry, local economy, the food industry and bulk purchasing 
agricultural products the Board Commissioners 
will charge, responsible the Slovak National Coun- 
cil. 
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Bootlicker's Role 


Desen Poch 


ROLUL 


Urzica (Bucharest), April 30, 1956 


The new constitutional law seems designed chiefly 
introduce some measure decentralization the eco- 
nomic sector; its effect Slovak national autonomy 
bound negligible. For instance, the appointment 
members the Board Commissioners, well their 
recall, will continue Party function: formal ap- 
proval will now given locally rather than the central 
government Prague. The major levers economic 
planning will likewise remain Prague, within the highest 
Party echelons. for the newly acquired powers the 
Slovak National Council, the key stipulation concerns the 
illegality any “contradiction” between its laws and those 
the National Assembly Prague: the Presidium 
the latter body which decides what “contradictory” 


and what legal. Rude Pravo, August put it, “The 
Presidium the National Assembly vested with the 
right constitutional control over the legislative activity 
the Slovak National Council, the government has the 
rights which safeguard the unity governmental and 
executive power, the constitutional provisions con- 
cerning the uniform economic plan continue effec- 

The amendment, its provision concerning the jurisdic- 
tion the Slovak National Council, appears include 
concession Hungarian and Ukrainian minorities Slo- 
vakia. The Council now newly authorized and expected 
ensure favorable conditions for the economic and cul- 
tural life these minorities, even though one the 
articles the 1948 constitution referred Czechoslovakia 
exclusively united State two equal Slav nations, 
Czechs and Slovaks. The Polish and German minorities 
remain unmentioned the amendment. 

One other significant aspect the National Assembly’s 
work consisted its unanimous approval, July 30, 
governmental declaration policies. The declaration re- 
peated the essence policies laid down the recent Party 
Conference. 


Romania 


Resolution Agriculture 


Collectivization was one the main topics plenary 
meeting the Party Central Committee held July 16-17. 
its resolution agriculture (Scinteia July 
28), the Committee claimed that 195,240 peasant house- 
holds joined collective farms peasant associations the 
first six months 1956. The total number such organ- 
izations rose from 6,325 9,436, comprising 577,239 house- 
holds and covering 1.7 million hectares land. 
published previously claimed 390,000 households the end 
1955 and additional 70,000 the end February 
1956—see NBIC, May 1956, 61.) From other data 
can estimated that this sector agriculture now in- 
cludes about percent total arable land and about 
percent all peasant households. addition, there are 
several thousand crop associations embracing small per- 
centage households. The resolution states that the 
“various forms cooperative farming” now include 21.5 
percent all peasant These, added 
State farms, comprise the “Socialist agriculture, 


the 


which now “accounts for 29.3 percent the entire arable 
area, 37.1 percent the entire agricultural area the 
country.” 

However, the resolution admits that the “Socialist sec- 
tor” less productive than the rest agriculture. 
though contains 29.3 percent the arable area, its share 
total “marketable production” 1955 was only 
percent.” From these facts the Central Committee drew 
two conclusions: that “it necessary take series 
measures increase the marketable production this sec- 


tor’ and that the regime, simultaneously with its drive for 


~ 


further collectivization, continue support the in- 


f 
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dividual working peasants and their material incentive 


boosting agricultural production.” 

The resolution did not say what would done raise 
kolkhoz production, aside from vague statement that 
for this purpose the Committee was proposing series 
amendments the model rules The amend- 
ments listed seemed designed, not raise produc- 
tion but encourage more peasants join kolkhozes. One 
change would allow peasants retain possession the 
land area their houses and yards, along with neighbor- 
ing sheds and barns, while the rest their property would 
the kolkhoz. Another revision would permit mem- 
bers receive their share the profits quarterly 


monthly intervals, rather than yearly basis. 


Modifications the Labor Code 


July 24, the Presidium the Grand National Assem- 
issued new decree modifying the Romanian labor 
code several respects, including labor contracts, material 


responsibility, work women, and the protection and 
jurisdiction 


bly 


labor. These amendments (printed and 


commented Rominia Libera, July 28, and broadcast 
Radio Bucharest, July 26) eliminate those provisions 
the code which worker could transferred from 
job locality without his volition, and without the proper 
separation pay, guarantee housing, etc. Workers, the 
other hand, may not now leave their jobs without giving 
working days notice. Any complaints termination 
contract may referred labor arbitration commis- 
sion. 

connection with damages, the new decree limits the 
worker’s responsibility that for which directly re- 
sponsible rather than, the past, the damages his unit 
incurs, 

Labor arbitration commissions will now subject 
trade union control and their present composition—a unit 
management representative and unit trade union com- 
member jointly nominated unit management and unit 
trade union committee. 

Leave for pregnant women increased days 
total 112 days, prenatal and postnatal, and wo- 
men are prohibited from working industrial units 
night and may assigned night work only temporarily 
and exceptional cases. 


Changes Education 


During late spring and early summer the Ministry 
Education organized nationwide series meetings 
teachers and parents improve Romanian schooling. The 
proposals advanced were then considered, sifted, and the 
Central Committee and Council Ministers decree which 
resulted was published Gazeta Invatamintului (Buchar- 
est), July 13, 1956. The decree requires schools to: 

furnish the instructive educational process with 
content predicated upon bringing youth with 
multilateral training, with knowledge the laws na- 
ture and the development society, and with scientific 


world view, able and competent apply 


the knowledge learned 


and educated the 
spirit socialist patriotism international- 


school, 


addition the new provisos the decree, this goal 
achieved using “the progressive traditions 
our country’s education and the rich experience Soviet 
schools.” 

After the inadequacies 
teachers, teacher training, textbooks, and curricula, the de- 
cree went call for series changes which are, 
the main, restorations aspects the 
pre-1948 status Romanian education. The major points 
the decree were: 


Regular pre-University classes will increased from 
the present 10-year period years. Before 1948 there 
was 12-year program. 

Schools are again divided into elementary and middle 
schools with respective duration and years each. 
prewar days this was and years respectively. 

Courses such botany and zoology will reintro- 
duced, while chemistry, physics and higher mathematics 
will re-emphasized. 

The teaching the Romanian language becomes 
compulsory all the schools national minorities “after 
pupils have learned read and write their mother 

Meetings, political agitation, sports and other such 
extra-curricular activities will limited maximum 
three hours week that students will have five half-days 
week free for study and recreation. 

The last two grades will separated into one section 
teaching practical sciences and the other teaching lan- 
guages and literature, the restoration another pre-1948 
condition. 

The overall emphasis the changes was “practical” 
and “scientific,” which the regime seemed mean 
“linking teaching with practice and with productive work 
the plants and fields,” and therefore special attention 
was paid such subjects physics and mathematics, 
but there was also underlying recognition that “po- 
liticalized” educational system had failed produce ade- 
quately-trained technicians and administrators. 


Bulgaria 


Concessions for Kolkhozes 


The regime’s recent announcement concessions for 
collective farms (NBIC, August 1956, 48) has been pub- 
lished full Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), July 11. After 
extolling the “brilliant victory” collectivization far— 
kolkhozes now embrace percent the rural households 
and percent the arable land—the decree called for 
“the [complete] collectivization our agriculture 
within the next 2-3 years, following absolutely the principle 
voluntariness.” However, the decree also noted that 
agricultural production “continues lag behind the rapidly 
growing requirements our industry and behind the total 
development our national economy. Labor productivity 

Continued page 56) 
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The Polish Press: 


Review Complaints 
Published the Weeks 


Before the Poznan Riots 


Czestochowa Unthawed 


Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), May 21, discussed the 
failure the thaw Czectochowa, major industrial city 
South Central Poland: 

“The people had lost faith the effectiveness 
own remarks and suggestions, lost faith that they had 
something worth saying. The result this state mind 
that workers shun local meetings and gatherings. In- 
deed, well known here that despite suggestions 
advice for the good the factory that workers might 
make, decisions will imposed the The 
Twentieth Congress? Very little the deliberations 
Moscow got us! For instance, the most important 
problem the Twentieth Congress for one the top peo- 
ple Czestochowa the dilemma: should Stalin’s picture 
hanging the office wall this important person 
removed not? Moreover, explained the people 
that everything must done quietly: are aware that 
Warsaw there are various reverberations [from the 
However, here Czestochowa will not per- 
mit such confusion 


Concerning Rural Youth" 


Zielony Sztandar (Warsaw), May 30, carried article 
under this title which complained that the rural areas, 
the industrial city above, the thaw being retarded 
bureaucratic apathy and the ignorance the people: 

“The discussion the Twentieth which has 
been going for some time and has involved the workers 
and educated urban circles, has, however, failed spread 
the ranks rural youth not only the whole three 
million rural youth but also the members the Polish 
Youth League who comprise about ten percent this 
number the countryside. The thaw our social life 
still fails warm the hearts and stir the minds 
young villagers. For one thing, youth activists lose them- 
selves discussions generalities, and, for another, rural 


youth does not believe the propagandists who expound 
their theories the press, particularly they are the same 
ones who the past made many promises youth. 
believe that the Polish Youth League its present 
general conditions incapable arousing creative move- 


ment among the rural youth.” 


They Are Saying The 


They are saying, according article with this title 
Zycie Wyzszych (Warsaw), No. that the 
vaunted free meals provided schools mean slow starva- 
tion: 


“The caloric value the total nourishment per student 
per day provided the Szczecin student cafeteria 
2,000 calories the average, which less than half 
the necessary intake for young person. The students who 
must eat solely the student cafeterias are systematically 
underfed, and this undoubtedly influences the illness rate 
high percentage tuberculosis cases, cases scurvy— 
well their mental capacity which, under such condi- 
tions, cannot productive. The student usually nourishes 
himself bread, never sees such source valuable 


vitamins vegetables, practically never gets any 
meat. And increase our demands, want the student 
work independently, better, harder, and still 


that cannot the work, that the results his work 
continue to be so poor.” 


Prisons 


the discussion legality” and the recent 
amnesty, number interesting facts about the Polish 
prison population have been revealed. Trybuna Ludu 
(Warsaw), May 22, stated that 339,840 persons were ar- 
rested 1955, excluding political offenders, who, was 


said, “did not reach one percent the total number.” 


This implies that approximately 3,000 persons were ar- 


rested for political reasons. 
Glos Pracy (Warsaw), April 27, reported that 1955 
“over percent the prison population consisted 


persons who were arrested preventative measure and 


out this number percent were persons against whom 
investigations were [eventually] cancelled. Preventative 
arrest can mean either that the police suspect someone 


crime but have proof, and make the arrest the 
hope that proof will obtained, can mean that the 


police have decided that someone about commi 


crime. either case, the figures given mean that alm 
half such arrests, and more than quarter all ar- 
rests, are eventually found incorrect. 

the amnesty, Slowo Powszechne (Warsaw), June 
reported that the 28,000 persons released from prison, 


only 1,300 had been serving sentences for “anti-State 


crimes.” Although this category does not necessarily in- 


clude all political offenders, implies that the percentage 


political offenders among those released very low, al- 


though still much higher than the percentage political 
offenses total offenses. 
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agriculture still low and the cost production high.” 
remedy these defects and spur further collectiviza- 
tion, the decree set forth number directives covering 
all phases agriculture. Among them were group 
measures for material interest kolkhozes 


including the following: 


“raising the 
and kolkhoz 


“Inventory contributions which new mem- 


bers have been forced make the kolkhoz (over and 
above the land, tools and livestock they brought with them 

may now paid over period twenty years, and 
the case members who have 
need not paid all. 


9 


“serious difficulties” they 


ing kolkhoz production. This incentive system em- 
ployed both individual and group 
basis, particularly 


“in crop cultivation requiring much 
manual 


The Bulgarian Investment Bank will make long-term 
kolkhozes for purposes construction, improve- 
ment, planting orchards and purchase livestock and 
equipment. 


Kolkhozes financial difficulties will allowed 
write off from 100 percent their debts. These in- 
clude taxes well sums owed banks and other insti- 
tutions. “The total amount written off must not ex- 
ceed million leva.” 

Beginning Jan. 1957, kolkhoz members will 
longer required make compulsory deliveries from the 
production their private plots and livestock, except for 
deliveries wool. 

pension fund will established for elderly kolkhoz 
members. 

Prices for compulsory deliveries will raised fol- 
lows (per kilo): spring wheat, from .45 .55 leva; winter 
wheat, from .50 .70 leva; corn and barley, from .35 .45 
leva; sunflower seed, from .66 .80 rye and oats, from 
.48 leva; prunes, from .75 .95 leva; apples (on the 
from .50 .90 leva. 


sold contract will also raised. 


average Prices other products 


Peasant Incomes 

According Todor Zhivkov, first Secretary the Party 
Central Committee, the average compensation received 
kolkhoz member for one day labor 1955 was 11.49 
leva (including payment kind), and the average mem- 
ber worked total 232 days during the year. (Rabot- 
nichesko Delo, July 12, 1956.) This amounts average 
yearly income 2,665.68 leva, aside from whatever 
earns his private plot. The newspaper Cherveno Zname 
Vidin), May 25, 1956, printed advertisement giving 
the following prices for clothes sold the local coopera- 
tives: man’s overcoat, 2,185 leva; man’s trousers (made 
the coarsest leva; woman’s cotton 
dress, 1,585 leva; woman’s silk skirt, 790 leva; child’s dress, 
525 leva. Thus pair cheap trousers valued more 
than ton spring wheat, sold the new State price. 


High Level Talks with Soviets 


brief statement August Radio Moscow dis- 
closed that top Bulgarian governmental leaders were the 
Soviet Union and that they had conferred with Soviet First 
Deputy Premier Mikoyan and Presidium member 
Suslov. The Bulgarian visitors included Premier Anton 
Yugov, First Deputy Premier Georgi Chankov, Deputy 
Premier Ivan Mihailov, well the Minister the 
Interior, Georgi Tsankov, who had been spending his vaca- 
tion the Crimea. 

Both Mikoyan and Suslov have recently visited some 
the Satellite countries. was Hungary June 8-12; 
Mikoyan followed him there July, leaving the 22nd, 
immediately after demotion. After short visit 
Yugoslavia the Soviet First Deputy Premier spent two days, 
July 23-24, Bulgaria and the following two days Ro- 
mania. 


Erratum. The July NBIC, 45, stated that the 650 forint 
minimum wage Hungary applicd both piece-rate and time- 
rate workers. applies time-rate workers only. Piece-rate 
workers, although without minimum wage, earn higher 
pay. 
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China and Soviet Russia, Henry Wei 
(Van Nostrand: $7.75). This competent 
work traces the tortuous route Sino- 
years from 1917 the present. Begin- 
ning with the USSR’s initial attempts 
establish relations with China, Dr. Wei 
proceeds discuss Stalin’s attitude and 
policies toward Chiang Kai-shek. While 
outwardly seeming support the Na- 
tionalists, the Soviet dictator was actually 


aiding subversive Chinese Communist 
activities Manchuria. Dr. Wei con- 
tends that Soviet policy was and con- 


tinues determined the USSR’s 
imperialistic self-interest rather than 
genuine concern for its Eastern com- 
rades. Some particularly incisive chap- 
ters are devoted account the 
Nationalists’ downfall. The author ex- 
plains this terms Kuomintang 
unpopularity, inept Soviet 
pressure, and genuine support the 
Communists the people. The study 
concludes with examination the 
extent cooperation between the Soviet 
and Peking regimes. Extensive appen- 
dices, bibliography and index. 


The Anti-Stalin Campaign 
national Communism, (Columbia 
$1.75). This book 
the reverberations the Communist 
Parties outside the Soviet orbit after 
the Soviet Congress. The Russian Insti- 
tute has published this pamphlet se- 
lected speeches and writings 
belief that they mark new stage the 
international Communist movement. Most 
the documents come from the Com- 
munist parties Italy, France, Great 
Britain and the United States. Included 
are speeches Togliatti, Dennis, and 
statements the Central Committees 
the United States, France and Great 
Britain, and editorials from 
and the New York and London Daily 
Worker. Biographical appendix. 


Uni- 


versity: documents 


Church and State Czechoslovakia, 
Ludvik Nemec (Vantage: $5.00). 
Catholic priest, teacher and refugee here 
writes the contemporary status the 
Catholic Church his Communist-domi- 
the 
author first describes the historical and 


nated homeland. 


religious role the Church Czecho- 


Recent and Related 


slovakia. There follows factual account 
the Communist infiltration into the 
postwar government, and the subsequent 
regime-sponsored anti-religious campaign. 
The author states: “The Catholic Church 
not being clubbed over the head 
much being fed small doses 
poison which not make 
but which eat away the Church’s very 
structure.” Thus, although the regime 
professes religious freedom, sup- 
pressing Catholic education 
Catholic press, nullifying canon law, and 
imprisoning church leaders charges 
being agents the Vatican and the 
West. Extensive footnotes, bibliography 
and index. 


How the Soviet System Works, Raymond 
Bauer, ed. (Harvard University: $4.75). 
This Harvard Project report, based 
interviews and questionnaires adminis- 
tered hundreds Soviet refugees 
both here and abroad, presents well- 
rounded view the informal character- 
istics life the USSR. The author’s 
purpose has been evaluate, from the 
psychological standpoint, the role the 
individual Soviet society, 
rocally, the State’s approach its citi- 
zens. For instance, regime manipulation 
ideology, and the extent the indi- 
vidual’s identification with the 
are investigated. 


system, 


Deliver From Evil, Thomas 
Dooley, M.D. (Farrar, Straus Cudahy: 
$3.50). Included the Geneva agree- 
ment was provision calling for the 
voluntary evacuation those Vietnamese 
citizens who wished leave Communist 
territory. Dr. Thomas Dooley, 27-year- 
old Navy lieutenant, relates here his 
experiences caring for thousands 
refugees who passed through his process- 
ing camp their way freedom. 
found that his duties entailed far more 
than treating the sick and wounded. 
the terrified who had been 
thoroughly indoctrinated Communist 
propaganda, the doctor and his staff 
became living symbols America. 
such, they had combat the vicious lies 
circulated the Viet Minh about the 
West. These distortions would ab- 
surd, even amusing, they were not 
widely accepted. Within his sphere, Dr. 
Dooley, with the aid antibiotics, milk, 
soap and kindness, was able counter 
the virulent effects the 
hate campaign. 


Communist 


Silence Speak, George Shuster 
(Farrar, Straus Cudahy: $4.50). This 
book describes the grim years Cardi- 
nal Mindszenty’s life, his harrowing ex- 

from the time his 
through his mock release and then his 
Dr. Shuster 
feels that the Primate has not been for- 
gotten, that his absence 
mony the pattern life behind the 
Iron Curtain. Cardinal Mindszenty’s im- 


periences arrest 


subsequent reimprisonment. 


very 


prisonment only one part Dr. Shus- 
ter’s tale Communist domination, After 
informative sketch the former Hun- 
garian Party leader Rakosi, 


to describe the ordeals 


the author 
goes which 
the church has undergone, the way 
which youth has been weaned from par- 
ental and religious influences and how 
peasants and workers have been deprived 
their most basic rights. Dr. 
has used great deal hitherto unpub- 
lished material, and his book many 
ways unique contribution the record 
Communist oppression. Index. 


The 
author brings this concise treatise in- 


$2.75). 


sight and experience gained during fifteen 
years service engineer, theoreti- 
cal scientist and aerodynamics expert 
the USSR. Colonel Tokaev states that 
the long-range objective Communist 
military policy the same today 
was under Lenin: the capitulation 
capitalist states Communism, rather 
brand 
The Communists advance towards their 
direct attack or 


entering 


the Russian Communism. 
goal, continues, 
(but not 
between other nations such the Indo- 
Chinese Korean The au- 
thor then outlines the major areas which 


promoting wars 


incursions. 


are today the objects of Soviet imperial- 
ist design and explains 
importance these areas the USSR. 
evaluating the assets the Soviet 
Colonel 


massive, well-disciplined army, strong 


war machine. the points to a 


geopolitical position, and enormous pro- 
field. 


however. by 


ductivity the modern 
The 
disloyalty 
sentment 


weapons 


regime 


national 


toward the all-powerful and 


omnipresent Security shortages 


police, 


the vital oil and rubber industries, 


and excessive centralization which breeds 
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Tue Free was founded 1949 group 
private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe and Free Europe Press. The Committee’s efforts are foeused the 
captive countries Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the 
Committee counts among its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, 
journalists, political and economic experts, and men letters—who have 
escaped from the Communist enslavement their native lands. 
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